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Tips for Preventing Cheating & Plagiarizing 
On Papers/Written Exercises 

 
Suggested Foundational Discussions: 

1. Discuss Brown University’s Academic Code. Bring a copy of the booklet. 
Discuss consequences/sanctions. 

2. Discuss the merits of academic honesty at the beginning of your course as well as 
toward the end, when final papers are due.  

3. Devote one lecture or at least part of one lecture to acceptable sources, citation 
practices, and forms of collaboration. 

4. Mention academic honesty and explain acceptable forms of collaboration in your 
syllabi or on your class websites. 

5. Bring a paper to class that you found at “cheathouse.com” to demonstrate poor 
writing (and your awareness of internet paper mills). 

6. Discuss an academic dishonesty case that you or one of your colleagues processed 
including the offense and sanction. 

 
Suggested Assignments: 

1. Assign paper topics that are specific rather than general. 
2. Require students to submit shorter, preliminary papers—book reviews, in-class 

essays, journal entries--so that you can assess their writing skills before the final 
paper is due.   Keep these early assignments in student portfolios that you can 
consult later. 

3. Vary your written assignments from year to year, class to class, and even within 
each class. You might have your students do a design project that includes text (a 
poster, website, content map) in addition to traditional essays and papers. 

4. Require a written outline, rough drafts, and paper notes (have students submit these 
earlier in the semester—pair students randomly and ask them to comment on each 
other’s preliminary drafts).  Do not allow students to change paper topics at the last 
minute (or ask for a detailed explanation of why a last-minute change is necessary). 

5. Meet with each student to discuss progress being made toward the final paper. 
6. Ask for copies of cited or footnoted articles (that are not available on e-library). 
7. Make sure the assignment is specific and clear with expected lengths, styles, scope, 

methodologies, sources, etc. 
8. Require students to use at least one specific source (e.g. a specific journal, a “text” 

from popular culture, a visual image, etc.). 
9. Have students present their paper topics and research methodologies in class. 
10. Have students submit an essay on the research process—you might make this in the 

form of a surprise in-class assignment for the last class. 
11. Require that students either sign an integrity pledge or write a few sentences about 

the academic code on a separate sheet that is handed in with the final paper. 
12. Use non-traditional assignment strategies:  ask for three opening paragraphs to the 

final paper, ask for a personal commentary on the research process, require two 
opposing viewpoints of the same issue, etc. 
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Tips for Preventing Cheating on 
Tests/Quizzes/Exams 

 
Suggested Foundational Discussions: 
 

1. Discuss Brown University’s Academic Code. Bring a copy of the booklet. 
Discuss consequences/sanctions 

2. Discuss the merits of academic honesty at the beginning of your course as well as 
before each quiz or exam.  Let students know who they should call if they witness 
cheating during the exam. 

3. Discuss acceptable and unacceptable forms of collaboration. 
4. Discuss a case you had in class (or that a colleague of yours had) where a student 

was caught and penalized for cheating. 
5. Mention academic honesty and explain acceptable forms of collaboration in your 

syllabi or on your class websites. 

What is cheating?1 

1. Copying answers from someone else’s assignment. 
2. Consulting notes or books during a closed-book test. 
3. Giving someone else the answers to a test. 
4. Taking a test for someone else. 
5. Studying a copy of a test before taking a make-up exam. 
6. Turning in a lab report without conducting the experiment . 
7. Helping someone on an assignment that is supposed to be individualized work. 
8. Handing in a borrowed or purchased research paper. 
9. Adding resources to a bibliography that were not used in the research. 
10. Turning in a paper for an assignment that was submitted and graded for another 

class. 

Suggested Assignments/Exams: 
 

1. Do not give the same exam to all students in the room. (You might create two 
comparable exams and answer keys, exam A & B, for instance.) 

2. Do not give the same exam year after year. 
3. Do not leave extra copies of the exam or answer key in visible places at your 

office or in your classroom. 
4. Require students to show their work next to (some or all) multiple choice answers. 
5. Require students to sign an honesty pledge on the exam. 

 

 

                                                
1 This section obtained from http://www.uscsumter.edu/~library/Cheating.html;  on 9/14/2006 at 12:34 p.m. 
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Classroom set-up and screening: 

1. The easiest way to “catch” someone cheating is to monitor the entire class while it 
is taking an exam.  Standing at the back of the room prevents students from seeing 
your (or your TA’s) vantage point. Watch for wandering eyes, unusual behaviors 
(such as excessive shifting in a seat), frequent coughing or sneezing (to cover up 
whispered answers), verbal or oral communication between two or more students. 

2. Place a strict ban on technological “accessories”:  cell phones (beware of silent 
text messaging), sophisticated calculators, palm pilots (students can “beam” 
answers to one another), Ipods, pagers, etc. 

3. Do not allow students to wear baseball caps. 
4. Look for notes written on hands, jeans, shirt cuffs, etc. 
5. Do not allow students to talk during the exam—any talking will result in an 

automatic NC. 
6. Do not allow any additional papers on student desks--look for “cheat sheets” 

hidden underneath the test.  If scrap paper is needed, staple it to the answer key 
with the answer key on the bottom. Do not allow students to take staples out. 

7. Stagger student seating by aisle and row. Create as much distance as your space 
will allow. As an extra precaution, assign seats (alphabetically usually works) in 
order to prevent friends from sitting together. If possible, for larger classes reserve 
a second room and split your class in two. 

8. If using blue books, number them before passing them out to prevent students 
from bringing in their own blue books (with notes in them). If the class is seated 
alphabetically, the numbered blue books ought to correspond to students sitting 
near one another, thus allowing you to connect patterns in answers with proximity 
in seating. 

9. If you notice a “new” student taking an exam, require him or her to produce an ID 
card. 

 
Grading 

1. Some students will change their answers AFTER they get their test back from 
you. They will then hand it back in to be re-graded for a higher grade.  To prevent 
this, photocopy all exams, if possible (except those with a perfect score).  If 
photocopying is not possible, require students to write their answers in pen not 
pencil. Additionally, put diagonal lines or X’s below and to the side of the 
answers so that students can not “elaborate” underneath or in the margins. You 
can also indicate on the answer key (with written notes or by underlining key 
errors) why the student’s answer was wrong. 

2. Mark grades in a grade book before returning tests. 
3. If grades are kept in your computer, be sure to have a hard copy printed 

immediately after you enter the grades. 
4. Look for similarities in answers—at times this is easy to detect especially if the 

students involved took different tests but handed in the same multiple choice 
answers. Look for patterns of wrong answers and look for patterns in right 
answers that were beyond the ability of most of the class. (Keep in mind that 
students who study together may give similar answers without cheating.) 
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Tips for Detecting Cheating & Plagiarizing 

On Papers/Written Exercises 
Detectioni: 
Visual cues  

1. Unusual formatting:  web site page numbers or URL, grayed out letters or words, 
quotation marks “straight” instead of “hooked.” 

2. Mixed citation styles  
3. Jargon or advanced vocabulary  
4. Strange grammar or syntax (could be the result of using a web translation service 

to translate a copied paper into French or German and then back to English to foil 
detection).  

5. Strange text at top or bottom of printed page  
6. Essay was printed from browser 

Content cues 

1. Does the paper address the assignment requirements or are portions left out?  
2. Is it the correct type of paper - descriptive, narrative? 
3. Bibliography: does the bibliography use correct style? Are there recent sources or 

are they all 4 or 5 years old? Does it match sources referenced in the paper?  
4. References to books not available at library  
5. References to graphs or charts that aren't there  
6. Web sites listed that are inactive  
7. References made to historical persons or events in the current sense  

Tracking down original 

1. Look for original text of sources listed  
2. Search for unique keywords or phrases in Google or Hotbot  
3. Visit term paper mills  
4. Browse Yahoo! esp. Business and Economy:Shopping and Services:Writing and 

Editing:Academic Services:Research and Term Papers  

Cheating and plagiarism are less likely to occur in environments where students and 
faculty members work closely and frequently on research projects and written 

assignments. 
                                                
i This section was taken, in part, from the following website: http://plagiarism.dal.ca/faculty/detecting.html; 
9/12/2006, 4:12 p.m. 


