
 
 

Guidelines for Global Independent Study Projects [GLISPs] 
 

I. PURPOSE:  The purpose of a Global Independent Study Project is to allow a student to initiate a course 
of study outside of the United States which in content, emphasis or procedures, cannot be duplicated in the 
established curriculum.  The expectation is that no new faculty or staff will be required for these courses.  
In instances where Brown faculty may need assistance in evaluating students, colleagues from outside 
Brown may help out as a professional courtesy.  Courses which require special financial support will not be 
approved by the College Curriculum Council.  A maximum of one Global Independent Study Project will 
be approved per semester abroad.   

 
II.  SUBMISSION OF PROPOSALS:  Proposals for Global Independent Study must be submitted on the 

attached form.  The deadline for submission of Global Independent Study proposals for fall semester is 
May 1, 2009 and for the spring semester, November 6, 2009 (semester prior to when Global Independent Study 
Project is planned). You must submit an ORIGINAL and FIVE copies (single-sided with pages numbered) to 
Kendall Brostuen, Director of International Programs, J. Walter Wilson Bldg., Suite 420. 

 
III.  FACULTY SPONSORSHIP:  Each proposal must be sponsored by a member of the faculty.  Teaching 

assistants or associates cannot serve as sponsors for Global Independent Study Projects. The sponsor is not 
expected to give regular tutorial instruction, but is responsible for providing assistance as required in the 
planning of the course and scrutiny of the proposal. 

 
IV. The last page of the proposal is to be completed by the sponsor.  The sponsor is expected to maintain 

regular electronic contact with the student, evaluate the work done by the student, and assign a final grade.  
All grades must be letter grades.  The sponsor is expected to review the final draft of the proposal before 
submission.  In addition, in cases in which the qualifications of the sponsor to carry out the required 
supervisory and evaluative responsibilities are not immediately apparent from the area of his or her 
University appointment, a statement should be appended addressing this point and affirming his or her 
competence to do so. 

 
V. PROPOSALS INVOLVING CREATIVE OR PERFORMING ARTS:  In the case of an Independent 

Study in the creative or performing arts, it is an expectation that the endeavor will be substantiated by a 
formal academic structure.  As for any other type of proposal for independent study, a week by week 
syllabus and bibliography are expected. 

 
VI. IDENTICAL PROPOSALS:  Identical proposals which involve two or more students working under the 

supervision of a single sponsor shall normally be submitted a s proposal for Group Global Independent 
Study. 

 
 



Return the completed proposal to: 
Kendall Brostuen, Director of International Programs, J. Walter Wilson Bldg., Ste. 420.l 

Deadline for Fall 2009 – May 1, 2009, 5:00pm 
Deadline for Spring 2010 – November 6, 2009, 5:00pm 

 
 

Proposal for Global Independent Study Project 
(Please Type) 

 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Last Name     First Name     Initial 
 
 
 Telephone #  ____________________  Class Year   _____________ 
 
 P.O. Box #  _____________________  Student ID # _________________ 
 
 Concentration  _______________________________________________ 
 
Intended program of Study Abroad: _______________________________________________________ 
  
 Country Destination: _________________________________________ 
 
Descriptive title of Global Independent Study 
Project______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Abbreviation of title for entry on permanent record (limit 22 characters and spaces):  
 
 
 

                     

 
 
Name of Faculty Sponsor:  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________       ______________        ___________________ 
Department      Box #   Phone # 
 
 
For Semester  ____________ of the academic year  20 _____  -  ______ 
 
 
All grades MUST be letter grades.  S/NC marks are not an option.       
 
 



Return the completed proposal to: 
Kendall Brostuen, Director of International Programs, J. Walter Wilson Bldg., Ste. 420.l 

Deadline for Fall 2009 – May 1, 2009, 5:00pm 
Deadline for Spring 2010 – November 6, 2009, 5:00pm 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

This project description should be prepared by the student in consultation with the faculty advisor.  Please 
address the following issues in order and by letter.  Your proposal must be typed.  Sign and submit this page with 
your completed proposal materials. 

A. Provide a brief and cogent statement of the purpose of the study project abroad, indicating the nature and 
extent of the work to be pursued, and conveying a clear sense of the academic legitimacy of the project 
under consideration.  The statement should describe previous study and experience that contributed to your 
perception of the problems involved in the study project abroad and qualifies you to undertake it, and 
suggest the ways in which this project helps you to meet your educational purposes at Brown. 

Importantly, the project description will identify how, in the view of the student and faculty sponsor, the 
course will be significantly enhanced by tapping into local in-country resources that would clearly be 
unavailable in Providence.  These might include local archives, museums and historical sites.  They might 
extend to research organizations and recognized in-country experts in given disciplines. They might also 
involve hands-on participation in local cultural events (i.e., theater, arts, and music), interaction with local 
government, business and industry leaders, and access to non-governmental organizations.  

Proposals that emphasize creative self-expression in one form or another must make clearly evident the 
intellectual purposes to be served, and indicate on the part of the student an awareness of other work that 
has been or is being done in the area. 

B. Submit a formal bibliography for this project (authors, titles, publishers, and dates must be included).  The 
bibliography submitted with the proposal is, of course, tentative, and may change during the course of the 
project.  If your project will require no bibliographic research, please discuss the reasons why you feel no 
bibliographic research is necessary. 

C. Provide a tentative syllabus of the activities and the supportive investigation and study you will undertake, 
indicating how you plan to schedule them over the course of the semester calendar abroad. The syllabus 
should include a week by week schedule of activities and should include selected weekly bibliographic 
readings for this project (identifying the authors, titles, publishers, dates and, where possible, page numbers).   
ItÕs understood that your weekly reading may be supplemented/revised during the course of the project as 
you find additional literature on-the-ground that had not heretofore been available to you, but should, at a 
minimum, be the equivalent of the reading identified in your project proposal. 

D. Provide a timeline for periodic electronic communication with the faculty supervisor, and indicate the basis 
on which a final evaluation will be made. Regular communication with the faculty supervisor is strongly 
encouraged.  If a final paper, or a series of papers, will be submitted to the sponsor, describe the topic of 
these papers in a paragraph or two. Indicate the approximate length of papers.  If the final evaluation will be 
based on a project other than a written paper, please describe the project.  

 

 

 

 

 

Signature         Date 
 
________________________________________    ___________ 



Return the completed proposal to: 
Kendall Brostuen, Director of International Programs, J. Walter Wilson Bldg., Ste. 420.l 

Deadline for Fall 2009 – May 1, 2009, 5:00pm 
Deadline for Spring 2010 – November 6, 2009, 5:00pm 

 
Faculty Sponsor Statement 
To be Completed by the Facul ty  Sponsor 
 
To assist the Screening Committee of CCC in the evaluation of this Global Independent Study Abroad proposal, 
please complete the following two items: 
 

1. In view of the responsibility of the Faculty Sponsor for Assessing a proposed study, providing advice 
during the work, and evaluating the student's work, the committee charged with reviewing Global 
Independent Study Project proposals would appreciate an indication of how you see the relationship of 
your own thought and interests to the topic of this study. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What do you think are the chief educational benefits of this study project abroad, and how likely do you 
think it is that the student will derive these benefits from the project as envisaged? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Statement of Faculty Sponsor 
 

This is to certify that I am willing to serve as Faculty Sponsor for the Global Independent Study as 
described.  I understand that my responsibilities as a sponsor include the following: 
 

1. To assist in the planning of the project, to evaluate the proposal and to affirm my satisfaction with the 
academic content and promise of the study. 

 
2. To have a continuing awareness of the progress of the study. 

 
 

3. To have final responsibility for evaluation of the study. 
 
 
 
Signature of Sponsor      Department 
 
_______________________________________  _______________________ 
 
 


