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Funding 

Agencies



Federal Agencies Focused on 
Biomedical Research

ÂNational Institutes of Health (NIH)

ÂCenters for Disease Control (CDC)

ÂAgency for Healthcare Research and 
Quality (AHRQ)



Federal Agencies With a Stronger Focus 
on Healthcare Delivery

Â Agency for Children and Families

Â Health Resources and Services Administration

Â Administration on Aging

Â Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration

Â Food and Drug Administration



Other Federal Agencies With ñInterestsò

ÂDepartment of Energy

ÂU.S. Department of Agriculture

ÂNational Science Foundation



The Presidentôs First Visit to NIH
September 30, 2009

Â Acknowledged NIHôs $5 billion-plus expenditures for 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) 
funding

Â Recognized NIHôs pivotal role in biomedical research 
leadership for the nation and the world

Â Challenged NIH to make the outcomes of its research 
map more quickly to needs in healthcare

Â http://videocast.nih.gov/Summary.asp?File=15315   

President Obamaôs overall goal is óbetter 
health outcomes at lower costô



Five Priorities of New NIH Director Francis Collins

1. Taking advantage of advances in 

high-throughput technologies to 

understand the fundamentals of 

biology and how specific diseases 

are activated



Five Priorities of New NIH Director Francis Collins

2. Emphasizing the translation of 

research into medicine



Five Priorities of New NIH Director Francis Collins

3. Putting science to work for the 
benefit of health care reform 
through:

Comparative effectiveness research

Behavioral science
Health information technology
Health research economics
Research on health disparities



Five Priorities of New NIH Director Francis Collins

4. Placing a greater focus on global 

health



Five Priorities of New NIH Director Francis Collins

5. Addressing the extramural research 

communityôs needs via:

Future budgets

Training

Peer review

Workforce diversity



The Culture of NIH

Office of the Director

National Institute
on Alcohol Abuse
and Alcoholism

National Institute
of Arthritis and
Musculoskeletal

and Skin Diseases

National Cancer
Institute

National Institute
of Diabetes and
Digestive and

Kidney Diseases

National Institute
of Dental and
Craniofacial

Research

National Institute
on Drug Abuse

National Institute
of Environmental 
Health Sciences

National Institute
on Aging

National Institute
of Child Health

and Human
Development

National Institute on
Deafness and Other

Communication
Disorders

National Eye
Institute

National Human
Genome Research

Institute

National Heart,
Lung, and Blood

Institute

National Institute
of Mental Health

National Institute
of Neurological
Disorders and

Stroke

National Institute
of General

Medical Sciences

National Institute
of Nursing Research

National Library
of Medicine

National Center
for Complementary

and Alternative
Medicine

National Institute
of Allergy and

Infectious Diseases

Fogarty
International

Center

National Center
for Research
Resources

National Center on 
Minority Health and
Health Disparities

National Institute of 
Biomedical Imaging
and Bioengineering

Roadmap initiatives
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Scientists and Research 
Opportunities

ÂThose who:

ČWatch things happen 

ČMake things happen 

ČWonder what happened



What You Should be Doing

MONITOR 

AGENCY

WEBSITE

& FEEDS



What You Should be Doing

SIGN UP

TO 

RECEIVE

REGULAR

UPDATES



What You Should be Doing

KNOW 

NIH Policies

For New 

and Early 

Stage

Investigators



New and Early Stage Investigators (ESI)

An ESI is generally someone within ten years of completing 

terminal research degree or medical residency

What does this mean?  

>clustering of ESI R01 applications during review

>more rapid return of review critiques and faster review cycle

>potential special funding consideration by the awarding institute

Specific Opportunities
Pathway to Independence Award (K99/R00)

NIH Directorôs New Innovator Award

Career Development Awards(K series)

Research project grant program (R01)

NIH Loan repayment programs



What You Should be Doing

Stay up to

date on

NIH grants

policies

And

application 

procedures



Peer Review Changes:  Plan Early!!

Â Already implemented:

Enhanced review criteria (overall impact + 5 core criteria) 

New 1-9 scoring system  (óexceptionalô to ópoorô)

Scoring of individual review criteria 

Templates for structured critiques 

Clustering of new/early stage investigators for R01 applications

>Update your record in eRACommons profile!

Â For ALL due dates on or after January 25, 2010:

Â Shorter page limits (6 or 12 page research plans!)

Â New forms available for download in December 2009

http://enhancing -peer-review.nih.gov/restructured_applications.html



What You Should be Doing

Note how

the peer 

review 

system 

describes 

fields of 

science


