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NSF Vision

NSF:  Where Discovery Begins

Enabling the Nationôs future 

through discovery, learning and 

innovation.



Overview

ÅFounded in 1950

ÅAn independent federal agency 

ÅResponsible for advancing science and engineering

ÅMakes merit-based grants and cooperative agreements

Å Individual researchers and groups

Å Colleges, universities, 

ÅOther institutions: public, private, state, local and federal

ÅDoes not operate laboratories

ÅPeer-review and evaluation of 42,000 proposals (FY05) submitted 
by science and engineering research and education communities

Å 9,800 new awards  (success rates are different for different programs)

Å 246,000 proposal reviews done



NSF Support as a Percent of 

Total US Federal Support for

Academic Basic Research in Selected Fields

ÅPhysical Sciences: 40%

ÅEngineering: 46%

ÅSocial Sciences: 52%

ÅEnvironmental Sciences: 54%

ÅBiology (excluding NIH): 66%

ÅMathematical Sciences: 77%

ÅComputer Science: 86%



People Involved in NSF Activities (FY05)

Å32,000 Senior Researchers

Å12,000 Other Professional

Å6,000 Postdoctoral Associates

Å27,000  Graduate Students

Å33,000  Undergraduate Students

Å11,000  K-12 Students 

Å74,000  K-12 Teachers



Funding Opportunities at NSF

ÅIndividual Programs

ïResearch, education, center programs

ÅPriority Areas (Investment Areas for FY)

ïCross-Programs and Cross-Directorates

ÅCross Disciplinary Areas

ïCross-Programs and Cross-Directorates

ÅInteragency Programs

ïNSF, and other government agencies



Award (Grant) Types

ÅIndividual Investigator Initiated Awards

ÅCAREER Awards

ÅSGER awards

ÅSupplements

ÅWorkshops, conferences

ÅCenter Awards

ÅSBIR/STTR awards

ÅCross-disciplinary or cross-directorate

ï GOALI
ï ADVANCE
ï MRI

ÅSpecific Solicitation Awards

ï NSF solicitations
ï Interagency solicitations



NSF Disciplines & Structure

1) Biological Sciences (BIO)

2) Computer and Information Sciences and Engineering (CISE)

3) Education and Human Resources (EHR)

4) Engineering (ENG)

5) Geosciences (GEO)

6) Mathematical and Physical Sciences (MPS)

7) Social, Behavioral And Economic Sciences (SBE)

8) Polar Programs

9) Office of Cyberinfrastructure

10) Office of International Science and Engineering

11) Office of Integrative Affairs


