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The Department of Public Safety wishes all students, staff, and faculty a happy
holiday season! We would like to remind you that during the holiday season, cril
increases and therefore, it is important that you be more vigilant and aware of yc
personal safety.

TIPNUMBER 1-Dondt | et y €nnmescgnuecurat amy dnerof

the day.Risk recognition and risk avoidance should be practiced when out and
about on campus, day or nighhe intent of most criminals is to target individu-

als who appear vulnerable, isolated, and preocdmgtieting conversation, such

as asking for directions or money, is often a tactic used by criminals to create an
opportunity for an assault or robbery.

TIP NUMBER 2 - Be aware of who is around y@&gecifically, pay attention to

who is approaching you either from the front or the @&aange your direction

of travel if you feel you are being followed, and head to the nearest safe space

§1V§I|I bJF (| e. library, restaurant, store, tggu are walking alone at night, stay
areas and donot take shortcut

TIPNUMBER3 -Dondt be distracted! Cri minée
talking on their cell phones because they are distracted from their surroundings
while concentrating on the call. Criminals also target cell phones in general. Use
your cell phone in a safe, comfortable environment and when not in use, try to
keep it out of sight.

TIP NUMBER 4 4 If you are a victim of a robbery, try to remain calm and do
not resist. Turn over the items as requested. Attempt to get a good look at the
suspect(s) description and note the
safe place nearby and contact DPS a8@®4111 via your cell phone or utilize a
nearby bludight emergency telephone to prompt emergency police response.
Prompt reporting is the key.
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SHOP SMART!

SHOP SAFELY!

t he mal |l é.

When arriving in a lot or parking garage, park itvegltl welkraveled areas. Remember, you may be returning to
your vehicle long after the sun goes down.

Dondét fl ash cash. Carry small amounts of cash on

Keep wallets and cash in front pockets, and purses close to your body closed at all times. Shopping in crowded m
and stores leave you prone to-pickketing.

Dress comfortably and avoid wearing your jacket into the mall if feasible.

Transfer purchases to one or two bags if feasible. The less you have to carry and account for the better.
Never leave your purchases or coat unattended, especially not in the food court when you are just
running back to grab an extra straw or napkins!

When completing your purchases, be sure to get all forms of ID and credit cards returned to yo

Inquire about an escort by mall security if you are leaving the mall after closing, or have a lot of sto
transport to your vehicle.

When walking to your vehicle, walk in the center of the walkway and make a visual scan of your vehicle upon
approaching, checking the interior and also underneath.

Want to check the contents of your purchases, organize receipts, get the kids settled, etc.? Lock your car doors b
doing so to minimize the risk of a snatch and grab from your auto.

Going back in for more? Store your valuables in your trunk and secure. Purchases in plain view just increase the
tation for woulebe thieves. Minimize the risk of thefts from your vehicle during the holiday season.

For those shopping with childrené.

Limit the time you shop with young children to one or two hours. Children will be more likely to wander off when
bored and ovetired.

Designate a mutual meeting place for you and your child, if age appropriate, to report to should you get separated.
your child identify o6safe friendsdé to go to should
uniformed security officer, etc.). Be sure to tell your child never to attempt to go to search for you at the vehicle.

*  Utilize a stroller when shopping with a toddler to avoid them getting away from you. We all kno
how quick little ones can get out of our sight.

* Never let young children head to the restrooms alone without supervision. Predators often ling:
in children specialty stores, restrooms, and arcade/play areas.

*

Tips for using the ATM safelyé.

*  Always watch for suspicious activities around your designated ATM. Be aware of someone sitting in &
" parked car or standing nearby the machine.

*  Maintain a supply of deposit envelopes at home or in the car, and prepare for cash deposits prior to
getting to the ATM.

Mai ntain awareness of your surroundings during a ¢tr
return later or head to a new ATM location. Trust your instincts.
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CELL PHONE THEFT IN THE CITY

According to a recent article in the Providence Journ&lortable navigation devices in autos, and iPods are
(11/12/08), robberies of cell phones have become a also items being targeted for theft.

danger in the city. Police officials from the Providence

Police Department are responding by collaborating
with a cell phone development company and the FBI
to explore possible solutions to this alarming trend.

Young people between the ages of 14 and 20 appear
to be the targeted group for such robberies.

What can you do to minimize your risk of cell

A large proportion of the robberies in the city have ghone theft?

involved the theft of cell phones. Cell phones with us
of SIM cards are especially being

targeted as they can be move:
from phone to phone. Often
times these phones are taken
force. In a recent Community
Notification to the Brown
University community in
November, DPS reported an
individual was targeted for the
cell phone and was assaulted
the process. In this robbery ca
fortunately, the suspect was
apprehended and arrested largely due to the fact the Encrypt the data on your cell phone to
victim and a witness acted very quickly when notifyingrevent others from using it.

the police and providing details about the suspect.

Avoid texting and talking on your cell
phone while out and about unless abso-
lutely necessary. Keep your device con-
cealed when traveling on foot, especially
through crowded areas of the city.

Purchase a cell phone with an integrated
memory system, and also a fuittack-
ing system.

Avoid leaving valuables in plain view while parking
During a robbery, a cell phone may also be demandatpur vehicle.
from a person to avoid the possibility of police being
i mmedi ately notified. Now, the criminalds moti va
toacquireahight at us oOsmartphonedé potentially worth
hundreds of dollars.. for free.
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Safewalk Service will operate
through Reading Period.



