

The Control Freak

Scene: Office
(Character has overall demeanor of the "Donner" character in the seasonal special – “Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer")

Hi, yes, glad you could come…please sit HERE. (points to specific chair)
The first thing that undergraduates have to understand, is that I’ve a LOT of experience in this area.  I know what works and what doesn’t.  Often undergraduate (and graduate students) come to work in my lab, and they think that they know what is best, that they know how things should be done, and point of fact…they just don’t.  This is part of the learning experience, and anyone that works in this lab needs to accept that there is just no substitute for experience.  There really is a right way to do things and a wrong way to do things - my job is to make sure that they do it the right way.   Here’s a perfect example:  A few years ago, I had this student working in my lab.  She was very smart – and great at experiments…we were getting lots of good data, and she way doing an excellent job at analyzing it.  One afternoon, she came into my office with her lab notebook to ask about some data that she had collected, that's when I noticed that she had been writing in her notebook in purple ink – PURPLE!! -  can you BELIEVE it (now up until that time I’d always stressed the importance of using the standard size notebook (8 x 10, record ruling – 150 pages) and that all entries should be dated and written in pen (I stressed pen, permanent, but never thought that I’d have  to specify color (of couse, only blue or black is acceptable)) Who 

would have thought that color needed to be specified…I could not believe it – I was so angry…Well, I told her that no one working in my lab was allowed to write in a lab notebook in purple ink – it’s just not o.k. – What was she thinking? The content and quality of her notes was superb, and as I said, her work up to that point had been outstanding – but purple? You’ve go to remember that these students are young, they’re new at this, and if you don’t keep your eyes on them, forget it.  You have to check on them every step of the way.   Just the other day, I went into the lab and found that students had bought a set of DIFFERENT SIZED sample holders….now, I’ve been using the same size sample holders in my lab for the past 15 years.  We ALWAYS get the 5 cubic centimeter-size glass vials to store the samples in…these kids went out and bought twice as many smaller ones (3 cubic centimeter) without asking!!!  That just kills me.  So I asked one of them what gripped him to suddenly change the vial size without checking with me first…so he tells me that the samples fit in the smaller vials just fine, and since the smaller ones cost less per vial, they thought that I wouldn’t mind.  (We’ll, I would have considered smaller vials, but students need to know that they just don’t do that kind of thing without asking) – I sent him back to the stockroom for the standard size – you have to set rules and follow them….

We’ll, I see that our allotted time is up.  It was a good talking with you.
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