

Dr. Disinterested

Character is quite staid - has a bit of "Locust Valley Lock Jaw"

Yes, come in. I was just working on some finishing touches to one of the papers that I'm submitting to PRL (Phys Rev Letters).  We've have some fascinating results - really fascinating - and I've formulated a preliminary explanation  - that I just have to get into print. Of course, I'll expand this to a full manuscript by the end of the summer - and I have a four other papers in the proverbial mill that I really must have out by the end of the summer - I just need some time and space to revisit the data - and the summer's the perfect time to do that - the only time to do that, really - no classes to teach, no committee work - it's the perfect time.  I am so looking forward to those vast uninterrupted stretches of time…Yes, of course I took on those undergraduates -  but they are going to have to learn that they cannot come running to me every time they have a little problem - I cannot afford to spend much time with them  - getting my own research done is my top priority (aside - I may have to hide in my office at home).  They will learn a valuable lesson in independence.  I'll have to spend a day (I think I can do it in one morning) showing them where all the equipment is, where the manuals are, introducing them to the graduate students and support staff -  then they're on their own.  The "top-notch" ones (usually the ones that have had prior lab experience) usually do fine - I sincerely believe that this fosters fierce independence, builds character.  And for those that succeed, they can 

be sure that they have done it on their own - they can really be proud of their own work.  As I said, for the ones with previous lab experience, this is their opportunity to really take off.  I recall one superb student who didn't talk to me for about 5 weeks (I'd practically forgotten about him), then one day he appeared in my office and asked if I wouldn't mind coming to the lab 

- well, I reluctantly followed him - but there in the lab was a marvelous apparatus, which he had build to measure the surface roughness of our samples, using laser light, with, as far as I could tell, no help from anyone.  It really was wonderful.  We still use it.  Now, that student could really be proud of himself.  That, in my mind is the optimal undergraduate (aside - and advisor) experience!!  As you can see, I really do enjoy having the undergraduates around - I just can't afford to coddle them.  My own research must come first.

So sorry, but you'll have to excuse me, my plan is to have this paper submitted by the end of the day today.
Cheers.
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