

Session #4 - Role Playing Scenarios

Scenario #1
Characters: Two undergrads: Tom and Larry.

Setting:  Lunchtime somewhere in the 3rd week of the project - Tom and Larry are discussing their graduate mentors.  Tom is "happy" with his project and mentor, Larry is unhappy.  Larry feels that his mentor does not take him seriously, and does not trust any of the data that he reports  

Scenario #2
Characters: Grad student (Scott) and undergrad (Larry - same as above) 

Setting: 4th week of the project.  Larry has decided to confront Scott about the lack of respect that he feels.  

Scenario #3
Characters: Two grad students: Beth and George. 

Setting: Lunchtime somewhere in the 3rd week of the project. Beth and George are discussing their undergrads.  Beth is "happy" with her student's progress, George is unhappy.  George feels that his undergrad, Susan does not take him seriously and never believes what he tells her.

Scenario #4
Characters: Grad student (George) and undergrad (Susan) 

Setting:  4th week of the project.  George has decided to confront Susan about the lack of respect that he feels.  

Scenario #5
Characters: Two undergrads: Gene and Judy.

Setting: Lunchtime somewhere in the 3rd week of the project. Gene and Judy are discussing their graduate mentors and projects.  Judy is frustrated by the lack of direction that she feel that she is getting from both her grad student mentor (Frank), and her faculty advisor.  She is upset that she is not getting more work done, but is confused about the project.

Scenario #6
Characters: Frank (g.s.) and Judy (ugrad)

Setting:  Frank has asked to meet with Judy because he is frustrated that Judy is not making more progress on her project.

Scenario #7

Characters: Two grad students: John and Bill.

Setting:  1st week of project.  John is upset because his thesis advisor has assigned an undergraduate to him.  The project that the ugrad will be working on is not overtly connected to John's work.  John is afraid that he will be spending too much of his time dealing with the undergrad, and that his own project will suffer.

Scenario #8

Characters: Two undergrads:  Mike and Betty.

Setting:  3rd week of project.  Mike is terrified of operating a certain piece of equipment by himself.  Unfortunately, the collection of data from this piece of equipment is a central part of his project.  Mike has been avoiding this part of his project - and knows that his grad student advisor (Sarah) is getting frustrated.  Mike is afraid to talk to her about this.

Scenario #9

Characters: Mike (undergrad) and Sarah (his grad student advisor).

Setting:  4rd week of project.  Sarah has decided to talk to Mike about his lack of progress; specifically, with respect to one particular piece of equipment.

Scenario #10

Characters: Two undergrads:  Jill and Lisa.

Setting:  3rd week of project.  Jill is annoyed that Bob (her grad student advisor). Is always giving her lists of things to do - and that she has not had the opportunity to work independently.

Scenario #11
Characters: Grad Student and Undergrad

Setting:  Friday of the 5th week of project.  Undergraduate has been making very good progress until the beginning of the current week.  Undergraduate has shown up late (~11:00 a.m. every day, and offered no explanation.) The quality of the u-grads work has declined sharply.

G.S. calls a meeting to discuss this.

Scenario #12

Characters: Two undergrads: Patty and Carla 

Setting: Lunchtime sometime during the 3rd week.  Carla feels that her graduate student mentor Marvin has become too "friendly".  He has called her repeatedly to ask her out to dinner, and almost always tracks her down during lunch.  She is afraid to be in the lab alone with him.  Carla is enjoying 

the research project, but Marvin's actions are disturbing her, and making it hard for her to do her work effectively.
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