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Think of this course not as a course “in Shakespeare,” but rather as a course in reading Shakespeare.  You, the reader, must actively discover meanings, by reading the plays with intense, thoughtful attention, and responding acutely to their language.

Required text: The Norton Shakespeare: Essential Plays, the Sonnets,  2nd ed, general editor Stephen Greenblatt, in a one-volume paperback edition.  (The Norton Shakespeare also comes in four separate paperback volumes containing all the plays and poems, and in a single volume of Shakespeare’s complete works.  Either of these editions is also acceptable.)  Bring this text to every class.  Begin reading “General Introduction” immediately; it is essential for understanding historical differences between Renaissance society and ours, and lectures will draw on it.

Sections are an essential–not optional–part of the course.  Attendance is required; only written medical excuses will be accepted.  More than one unexcused absence will affect your grade.  Again, always bring your text to class.  Only for the sake of brevity, the schedule below doesn’t list sections.  All three sections meet on Friday at 11 am: locations will be posted.  Section meetings will begin on Friday, September 18.

Schedule of readings, lectures, and assignments:

W Sept 9 
Introduction

M Sept 14
The Taming of the Shrew
W Sept 16
The Taming of the Shrew

M Sept 21
Romeo and Juliet

W Sept 23
Romeo and Juliet

M Sept 28
Romeo and Juliet
W Sept 30
Richard II



Paper #1, on either Taming or Romeo and Juliet 

due in section meetings Friday, October 1

M Oct 5
Richard II
W Oct 7
Richard II
M Oct 12
Fall Weekend—no class
W Oct 14
I Henry IV
M Oct 19
1 Henry IV

W Oct 21
1 Henry IV

M Oct 26
Julius Caesar
W Oct 28
Julius Caesar
M  Nov 2
Julius Caesar

W  Nov 4
Twelfth Night, or What You Will
Paper #2, on either Richard II, 1 Henry IV, or Julius Caesar, due in section meetings Friday November 6
M  Nov 9
Twelfth Night, or What You Will
W Nov 11
Othello, The Moor of Venice
M Nov 16
Othello, The Moor of Venice
W Nov 18
Othello, The Moor of Venice
M Nov 23
The Winter’s Tale

W Nov 25
No class (Thanksgiving Holiday)
M Nov 30
The Winter’s Tale
W Dec   2
The Winter’s Tale


Paper #3, on either Twelfth Night, Othello or The Winter’s Tale,

due in section meetings on Friday, December 4

Final exam (take-home) due in your TA’s mailbox at the latest by noon, Saturday December 20  
Lectures: I’ll assume that you have already read the play, and will therefore be active listeners. I’ll welcome pertinent questions and comments from you throughout the lecture.  Because I refer frequently to specific passages, you must bring the text to class.

Papers: the three papers required will ask you to interpret some specific element of the play (a passage, a cluster of images, a motif) by working closely with Shakespeare’s text.  Research isn’t required; your careful reading of Shakespeare’s language, thought, and  imagination are.  Since the papers are intended to keep pace with the reading and the lectures, deadlines are strict.  If you miss a deadline, unless you have a written medical excuse, you will not receive credit for the paper.  Suggested topics for papers will be handed out on the day we begin studying a play.  Guidelines for rewriting papers that receive a grade lower than B will also be distributed.

Memorizing a passage: to fully appreciate and understand Shakespeare’s language, you must hear it.  Before Thanksgiving, you are required to memorize a passage of 10-20 lines, of your own choice, and to recite it to your TA.  Be prepared to comment on its dramatic significance and its style.  Make an appointment with your TA for this purpose.

Final exam:  The final exam will be a take-home essay ten pages in length.  Topics will be distributed two weeks before it is due.  You will be asked to discuss three plays; one of them can be a play on which you have already written a paper.
Final grade: each paper, 20%; section attendance / participation / memorized passage, 15%; final exam, 25%.

