
The public humanities program at Brown University combines 
courses in humanities disciplines with hands-on learning. Stu-
dents develop expertise in history, literature, archaeology, 
anthropology, media and performance, public policy, or art 
history; knowledge of the history, theory, and methods of the 
public humanities; and the practical skills to handle museum 
artifacts, create exhibits or Web sites, conduct oral histories, 
undertake historic preservation projects, and manage cultural 
programs. By combining the ideas and traditions of diverse 
communities with the knowledge of humanities scholars, 
and the skills of non-profit managers, students in the M.A. 
program broaden the ways that Americans understand their 
cultural heritage.

Students complete two years of courses, including three 
required classes and nine elective courses. In addition, students 
undertake two practicums, gaining professional experience by 
working in cultural institutions. In past years, students have 
completed practicums at museums (including the Smithsonian 

and the Baseball Hall of Fame), local historical societies, the 
National Park Service, and Providence’s New Urban Arts 
program. They have found jobs at the Smithsonian, the 
Pew Charitable Trusts, Providence’s Department of Arts, 
Culture, and Tourism, and local historical societies. Partial 
fellowships are available to most students in the program, in 
addition to financial support to attend workshops and confer-
ences and for some student practicums. 

The John Nicholas Brown Center supports the Department 
of American Civilization’s M.A. in public humanities with a 
variety of programs, lectures, and workshops. In the Carriage 
House Gallery, students experiment with a variety of exhibit 
styles and techniques. Center staff and students work with cul-
tural organizations and museums across the U.S. to enhance 
and expand their programs. Internationally, the Center is 
developing a partnership with the cultural heritage and man-
agement programs at the Chinese University of Hong Kong.
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For more information about the public humanities program, see www.brown.edu/jnbc.  

Applications for admission to the M.A. in public humanities are due each year by January 1.  

Application forms are available at: www.gradschool.brown.edu

Interested in a career in museums, historical societies, state and federal 
humanities and cultural resource agencies, historic preservation, arts, 
and community cultural development organizations?


