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Nurses and physicians may have ethical disagreements regarding the appropriate care of patients. Unresolved or
unexamined differences in moral perspectives may result in significant consequences to the well-being of both
patients and health care professionals, impacting the quality of patient care and contributing to professional
stress and burnout. The hospital ethics committee has an important role in these moral conflicts, maintaining a
process for resolution and promoting an environment where these ethical concerns are openly and effectively
addressed.

We will present two cases that involve moral conflicts between nurses and doctors. Through discussion we will
illustrate an approach that goes beyond traditional ethics to incorporate two often ignored factors in moral
deliberation: the context in which the issue arises and the importance of relationships.

Objectives:
1.  Understand the importance of context and relationships in ethical decision making.
2.  Identify four questions that facilitate the ethical analysis of a case.
3.  Develop strategies for resolving moral conflicts between nurses and doctors.

Breakfast will be served.
Call Donna at 401-863-3969, or email Donna_Goodnow@Brown.edu to RSVP or to get directions. Thank you!

Brown Medical School is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) to provide continuing
medical education for physicians.

‰Brown Medical School designates this educational activity for a maximum of 2 category 1 credits towards the AMA Physician's
Recognition Award. Each physician should claim only those credits that he/she actually spent in the activity.

‰CEU’s for nurses have been applied for.


