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DEPARTMENT OF COMPARATIVE LITERATURE
COURSE OFFERINGS 2007 - 2008

Note: Because courses in comparative literature are general rubrics under which a variety of topics are offered,
students may repeat courses provided that the topics are different.

Primarily for Undergraduates

COLT0510 LITERARY CREATION AND LITERARY DISCOURSE

COLTO0510F Che Guevara, The Man and the Myths
Reads Guevaras political and philosophical writingsalongsdetheliterary, visud
and filmic representationstha have made him one of the twentieth century's mos
iconic figures and asymbol for vastly diverging interests. Froma cultural studies
perspective, compares the development of Guevara's theories to poghumoususes
of hiswork andimage, particularly in andin relation to present-day Cuba
FYS[E. Whitfield]
Fall O hour

COLT0610 THE FUNCTIONS OF LITERATURE

COLT0610A The Far Side of the Old World: Perspectives on Chinese Culture
A survey of traditiond Chinese culture focusng on themajor literary and artistic
achievements of six major periodsin Chinese history, indudng philosophical texts, podry,
variousforms of thefinearts, and vernacular fiction and drama. A broad rangeof primary
materials will give the student greater ingght and appreciation of Chinese culturein generd
and aso provideafoundaionfor further study of East Asiain other disciplines. DP[D.J.
Levy]

Fall D hour

COLT0619D Rites of Passage
Examines a seemingly universal theme - coming of age- by focusng on texts from
disparate periodsand cultures. Proposs tha notionsof "growing up” are profoundly
inflected by issues of class, race and gende, andthat theliterary representation of these
matters changes drastically over time. Texts fromthe Middle Ages to the present; authors
drawn from Chraien de Troyes, Quevedo, PrA/og, Bazac, C. Bront , Twain, Faulkner,
Vesaas, Rhys and Walker. LL [A. Weingein]
Fall Jhour

COLTO0610E Crisis and Identity in Mexico, 1519-1968

The course examines four moments of crisis or critical moments for theforging of Mexican

identity: the Conquest, the hegemonic 17th century, the Mexican Revolution, the'Mex-

hippies of the 1960s We especially explore how key historical, essayistic, and literary

writingshave dedlt with Mexico's past and present, with trauma and trandormation.

Excellent preparation for study in Mexico. In English. No prerequisites. DP [S. Merrim]
Fall K hour

COLTO0710 LITERATURE AND ITS HISTORY

COLTO0710S Words and Images: A Survey of Japanese Literature
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! This survey course on Japanese literature will introduce works ranging fromthe
7th century AD to thepresent. This course will provide a historical survey of
classic and modern texts, while paying attention to the close relationship Japanese
literature has had with visud culture fromthe caligraphic poems of the Heian
period to the pogwar influence of mangauponliterature. DP[Y. Furuhaa)

! Fall G hour

COLT0810 IDEAS, MYTHS AND THEMES

COLTO0810C Arthurian Tales and Romances of the Middle Ages
Why did stories of King Arthur, his knights, and their ladies fascinae writers and
audiences throughoutEurope? Wha can Arthurian quests, marvels, andlove
adventures tell usaboutsuccessive pre-moden sodeties tha shgped them? Wha
are our respongsto thear cultural bdiefs and forms of playful make-bdieve?
Readings(in modean trandation) of medieval Latin, French, English, Welsh, and
German texts. LL [M-A Bossy]
Fall C hour

COLTO0810S Literature and the Idea of the Nation
This course explores theidea of thenaion as expressed in literature, podry, film and
popukr culture. It will congder multiple definitions of the nation as well as the concept of
nationd/historical memory. It will also examinethedisplay of cultural memory (in
naiond museums, commemorations memorials etc). Other areas of interest will indude
thenaiond appropriation of literature; literature@ fundion in the naiond ingitution;
Western definitionsof the Balkans Theoretical readingswill indude Gregory Jusdanis
The Necessary Nation; Stathis Gourgoutis Dream Nation; Vasilis LambropoubsTheRise
of Eurocentrism, and Literature as Nationd Ingitution; Y ael Zerubavel Recovered Roots:
Collective Memory and theMaking of Israeli Nationd Tradition; James YoungThe
Texture of Memory; Maria Todomovalmagining the Balkans Slavoj Zizek Welcome to the
Desert of the Real; Poems, films, and novds will be consdered in the context of a
theoretical approach to thenation.LL [M. Pourgouris|
Fall D hour

COLT0810G Equity: Law, Literature, and Philosophy
Judtice, rigoroudy applied, yieldsinjugice. This paradox has haunted Western aspirations
toward legd and political jugice from antiquity to the Renaissance. It necessitated the
formulation of acomplementary prindple, equity, whose job it wasto correct or
supplement thelaw in cases where the strict application of it would lead to unfairness. We
will read Sophodes, Shakespeare, Dickens Kafka, and others. LL [K. Haynes]

Fall L hour

COLT08100 Civilization and its Discontents
This course investigaes the age-old tenson between order and chaosas a central dynamic
in the making and interpretation of literature. Texts will be drawn from drama, fiction and
podry from Antiquity to the present. Authors indude Sophodes, Shakespeare, Racine,
Beckett, Prevog, E. Bront , Faulkner, Morrison, Blake, Whitman, Dickinson, and Rich. LL
[A. Weingein]

Spring H hour

COLT0810T Oedipus in Theory and Literature
This course explores the myth of Oedipusand its ppropriationsin theory and literature. It
beginswith an examination of themyth asit appearsin Sophodes@ OedipustheKingand
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Oedipusat Colonusand it proceedsto trace the adaptation of the myth in contemporary
works (novds, poans, and films). The myth of Oedipuswill beexamined in its literary use
asasubtext butaso inits political, philosophical and, mos importantly, psychoandytic
manifestations Special emphasis will be placed on the case of Modan Greek adgptations
of themyth. Theoretical texts will indudebutwill notbelimited to: Lowell Edmunds
Oedipus(Godsand Heroes of the Andent World); Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guatari Anti-
Oedipus Capitalism and Schizophrenia; Jerry Flieger Is OedipusOnline? Rene Girard and
Mark Rogin Angpach OedipusUnbound;Authorswill indude Menis Koumandaess,
Vaslis Vasllikos NikosKazantzakis, Franz Kafka, Ivan Turgenev, Theo Angdopoubs
and others. LL [M. Pourgourig|

Spring Q hour

COLTO0810E Confession, Autobiography, Testimony
Readsfirst-person narrative throughtherelationship of truth to fiction, and of writer to
reader. Testslimitsof self-writing agang ethical and aesthetic limitations Topicsindude
telling davery; violence perpetrated by or againg the speaker (Verbitksy; Partnoy); sodal
trangyression (Genet, GutiZrrez); sickness (Guibert, Arenas). Further readingsfrom
Augugine and Rousseau; critical essaysindudeScarry, Brooks Sommer, Lejeune
Beverley. LL [E. Whitfield]

Spring N hour

For Undergraduates and Graduates

COLT1210 INTRODUCTION TO THE THEORY OF LITERATURE
An historical introdudionto problems of literary theory fromtheclassical to the
posmodean. Issuesto be examined indudemimesis, rhetoric, hermeneutics, history,
psychoandys's, formalisms and ideological criticism (questionsof race, gende, sexudity,
pogcolonialism). Primarily for advanced undegraduaes. L ectures and discussions severd
short pgoes. [S. Berngein]
Fall F hour

COLT1410 STUDIES IN DRAMA

COLT1410J The Partition of India in Fiction and Film: A Literature of
Trauma
This course will explore literary and filmic representationsof variousforms of Partition-
related traumatic experience alongaxes of religious community, gende, and nationd
identity, aswell as with respect to the historical processitself. We will see howthese
representationsof violence, rupture and displacement undemine naiondist imaginaries,
and open up the conaete processes of history and nation-making for reading. LL DP [N.
Nagvi]
Fall E hour



Comparative Literature B Course offerings 2007-2008 4

COLT1420 STUDIES IN NARRATIVE

COLT14200 Proust, Joyce and Faulkner

A reading of three mgjor Modernist authors, with afocuson thefollowingissues: role of

theartist, representation of coniousess, weight of the past. Textsindudesubdantial

portionsof Proud's Recherche Joyce's Portrait and Ulysses, Faulkner's Soundandthe

Fury, Lightin Augug and Absalom, Absalom! Prior backgroundin these authors desirable,

especialy Ulysses. LL [A. Weingein]
Fall | hour

COLT1420T The Fiction of Relationship

Explores the manifold ways in which narrative literature shedslight on, indesd makes
uniqudy visible, therelationdhipstha we havein life, both knowingly and unknowngly.
Thenovd form, with its possibilities of multiple voices and perspectives, capturesthe
interplay between self and other tha marks all lives. AuthorsindudelLaclos Mélville,
Bront , Kafka, Woolf, Faulkner, Borges, Burrougls, Vesaas, Morrison and Coetzee. LL

[A. Weingein]

Spring Jhour
COLT1420F Fantastic and Existentialist Literatures of Argentina, Uruguay,
and Brazil

Jorge Luis Borges prodaimed tha South American writers can 'wield all European themes;’
withoutsupedtition, with irreverence. This course examines theways in which (mosly
mid-) 20th century writersfrom Argentina and Uruguay and Brazil appropriated European
fantastic and existentialist fictions taking them in origind directions Readings in English
or origind languayes, indudeBorges, Cortizar, Onetti, Lispector. Prerequisite: previous
collegelevel literature course(s). DP[S. Merrim]

Spring K hour

COLT1421A European Fiction, 1100-1400
Medieval naratives of fantastic adventure, high heroism, forbidden love, humor and
comedy. How and why were such tales crafted? To wha soda and psychological desires
did they cater, sometimes covertly? Wha do moden readers enjoy in them? How do we
deciphe thar cultura oddities and enigmas? Readingsfrom Marie de France, Chrien de
Troyes, Boccaccio, Chaucer, and several anonynousauthors. LL [M.A. Bossy]

Spring C hour

COLT1430 STUDIES IN POETRY

COLT1430H Poetry, Art, and Beauty

What does it mean to be beautiful in classical and European literature and thearts? How
do poans and works of visud art embody beauty? How istheidea of beauty defined by
thinkers from Plato to Benjamin and Dante? Wha is aestheticsin relation to artistic
practice? This course is aworkshopin thereading of lyric podry and the interpretation of
works of visud art from pre-historic cave pantingto moments of modenism from Manet
throughthe present. Each classwill involveimages aswell astexts, focusng onthe
obijective propeties of both media and theway philosophy and theories of literature and the
arts have undestoodthese practices. Thethree written exercises call for theinterpretation
of texts and imagesin thelight of aesthetics, and also alow for creative practice in literary
trandation and imitation. No find examinaion. Textsindude Sappho,Plato, Aristotle,
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Catullus Petrarch, Plato, Goethe, Kant, Wordsworth, Bauddaire, Rilke, Benjamin,
Stevens Heidegge, Derrida and Danto. LL [S. Foley]
Spring D hour

COLT1430M Poetry of Witness .
What istherole of thewitnessin contemporary lyric poery? How is podry(@ testimony to
traumatic collective events BDwar, colonization, genodde, davery, pditical oppression, and
forced migration Buniquefrom other forms of testimony? How are ethical issues of
commemoration and artistic performance negotiated? Emphasis on pods writing French
and English with oppotunities to study podsin other languaes. [T. Villalgnacio]

Spring F hour

COLT1710A INTRODUCTION TO LITERARY TRANSLATION: Translation as Art
Indudes some discussion of the history and theory of trandation, butmainly involves
practice in trandating podry or imaginaive prose. Conduded as aworkshop. S/NC
[K. Waldrop|

Fall M hour

COLT1810 STUDIES IN THE LITERATURE OF IDEAS

COLTI1811E Sentimentalism: Fiction/Film/Theory

How does thenovd's sentimental investment changewith the growth of moden imperial

naions? Why does the Hollywoodtearjerker make us spill so much affect? Why does

critical theory draw on sentimental tropes to extend liberal indvidudism to women and

other excludad group® We explore these conundums throughselected works of fiction,

film, and theory from several different naions LL [N. Armstrong& L. Tennenhoug]
Fall M hour

COLT1811K The Present-Absent in Palestinian Literature
ThoughQhe present absenteeOis not a labd of Palestinian self-identification, it does
describethe parameters of oneongong strugde in Palestinian literature and film: to prove
despite al odds Paestinian presence. This course wil explore the dialectic of presence and
absence in theworks of such Palestinian artists as Mahmoud Darwish, Emile Habibi,
Sohdar Hammad, Jabra I brahim Jabra, Ghassan Kanaani, Sahar Khdifa and Elie Suleiman.
DPJE. Colla]

Fall N hour

COLT1811Q Poisonous or Prophetic?
Wrights Native Son Burrough'sNaked Lundh, Derridds Speters of Marx, and Rimbaud.
[E. Ahearn]

Spring M hour

COLT1810V Marx and Modern Literature
A contrastive and integrative study of the rangeof Marx's writingsand works by writers
such as Shakespeare, Dickens Bauddaire, Flaubat, Woolf, Stevens Examines Marx's
leading conaepts in philosophy, history, economics, ideology, and aestheticsin relation to
the particularities of literary forms. Oneor two short page's, andalonge find study of a
literary work chosen fromthe students major field. LL [E. Ahearn]

Fall Q hour

COLTI1811R Modern Identities and the Mediterranean
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This course explores the cultural, political, and soda definitionsof naionhoodprimarily
focusng ontheliterature of Italy and Greece but a'so on non-naive works aboutthetwo
counties. Thecourse will begin with an examination of thedefinitionsof Mediterranean
identity asthey emerged in theregion. What is thesymbolic significance of defining the
nation as Mediterranean (as oppogd to European)? It will then proceed to explore the
Greek/Italian literary and historical heritage as defined by non-ndive writers. the
importance of Greco-Roman mythology in theworks of Freud and Lacan, thefascinaion
of the Romantics with Greece and Italy etc. Findly, the course will examinethewaysin
which Greek and Italian writers, pods, and filmmakers adopied or reacted to these non
native appropriationsin the process of re-definingther own moden identity. Primarily for
seniors and gradude students. LL DP[S. Stewart-Steinbeg & M. Pourgouis]

Spring O hour

COLT1811D Reading revolution: Representations of Cuba, 1959-the present
Consdersthecultural andideologica impact of the Cuban revolutioninsgdeand outside
Cuba Startingin the 1960s reads L atin American "boon' novds, European theorists and
U.S. civil rights activists. Moving to today, addresses pog-Soviet Cubds literary
produdionanditsrolein an internaiond imaginary. Fiction, film and essays by Castro,
Sartre, Garc’a Mfrquez, Reinddo Arenas, Antonio JosZ Ponte and others. DP [E.

Whitfield]

Spring E hour
COLT1810X Mirror for the Romantic: The Tale of Genji and The Story of the
Stone

In East Asian Buddhgt culture, themirror is a symbol of themindin both its intellectud
and emotiond aspects. These masterworks detail thelives and loves of Prince Genji,
cynogire of the medieval Japanese court and Jia Baoyu, thelast hopeof an influential
Chinese clan during thereign of Manchus We examine both works as well as the sources
of Genji and literary aesthetics of the Tang dynasty. Previousstudy of East Asiais
desirable. DP [D.J. Levy]

Spring | hour

COLT1811S Philosophy and Literature of German Romanticism
A fateful collaboration between philosophy and literature was centered in Germany roughly
between 1788(Schiller's'Godsof Greece') and 1807 (Hegd's Phenonmenology of Sprit). A
survey of themajor literature of this period, organized thematically, will serve as an
introdudion to this complex phenomenon Authorsindude(in trandation) Fichte, Goethe,
HSlderlin, Novdis, Schdling, Schiller, and Tieck. LL [K. Haynes|

Spring N hour

COLT1811T Levantine Cities: Alexandria, Istanbul, Athens
This course explores theliterary and filmic imagination of three Eastern Mediterranean
cities, Alexandria, Istanbul, and Athens It examines the history, culture and pditics of
these cities and the ways in which they emergein literature, film, podry and travel ogues.
How isthecity defined in these works? How are soda tensonsaddressed, such asthose
between Greeks and Turks and Arabs or beween Christiang Mudims and Jews? How are
thematic and historical issuesresolved, such as those involving antiquity and modernity,
tradition and modernization, colonialism and nationdism, religion and secularism? How
are these cities defined in theworks of western writers? DP [E. Colla& M. Pourgouis]
Fall G hour

COLT1810H Tales of two cities: Havana-Miami, San Juan-New York
Compares representationsof Havanaand San Juan in contemporary fictionandfilm to
literary inscriptionsof Cuban Miami and Puerto Rican New Y ork. Explores mappingthe
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city as mapping identity, and city-writing as reconstruction and creation. Views cities
throughthe eyes of children, tourists, and urban detectives; authors indudeAntonio JosZ
Ponte, Robato G. Fernindez, Mayra Santos Febres and Ernesto Qui—ones. LL [E.
Whitfield]

Fall H hour

COLT1811U Literature and the Arts
Readingsin the appaitionsand articulationsof theartsin fiction, philosophy, criticism and
podry. Focusontheinteraction between language and other media, thefigure of theartist,
problems of expression and peformance. Readingsfrom Diderot, Hegd, Bal zac,
Hoffmann, Bauddaire, Poe Nietzsche Wagne and Mann. [S. Berngein]

Fall C hour

COLT1811V Literature, Modernity and the Islamic Periphery
This course will explore thetensonsand negotiationsof modernity and tradition in Indian
and Pakistani Mudim literature from high colonialism to pog-coloniality. Beginning with a
brief look at the pre-colonial Indo-Mudim literary field, the course will turn to projects of
literary reform in thewake of the Great Rebdlion of 1857,when Mudims became a special
object of attentionfor the British colonia regimein India. We will then read some literary
expressionsof thefirst high moment of pan-Ilamism and Indo-Mudim self-assertionin its
intersection with literary modernism in theearly 20™ century. Subssquently, the dramatic
impact of sodal realism at the heght of anti-colonial naiondism will bean important
focusof the course, aswill thetraumatic literatures of Partition and the disillusonment
with decolonization. All course materials will bein English. No prerequisites. [N. Naqvi]
Spring P hour

COLT1811W Visual Obsessions: Japanese Film, Fiction, and Modernity
Thepervasiveness of visud obsssionsin contemporary Japanese culture prompts usto
rethink theimpact of modernity in terms of visudity. Throughthe examinaion of awide
rangeof filmic, literary, and visud art forms produced in Japan from the 1920sto the
2000s this course explores the question of visudity as a historically and technologically
conditioned way of seeing. Theissuesto be consdered in this class indude the
congrudion of QlapaneseOaesthetics, orientalism, ocularcentrism, the problems of
interiority and the subject, therelation between habit and the everyday, and cultura
naiondism. This course will introduce important theoretical concepts aboutvision and
modernity, asking students to interrogae these conaepts throughthe close examinaion of
specific Japanese texts and films discussed in class. Writers, filmmakers, and visud artists
indude Tanizaki Jun@hir™Edogava Rampo, AbZK™b ™K aratani K™, Ozu Yasujir™,
Kurosawa Akira, Ichikawa Kon, Suzuki Seijun, and Murakami Takashi. [Y. Furuh&aa]
Spring M hour

Primarily for Graduate Students

COLT2720 THEORY AND PRACTICE OF LITERARY TRANSLATION
Readingsin the history and theory of trandation from the Rena ssance to the present, along
with selected major examples of literature in English trandation. Written pemission
required for undegraduaes. [D. Levy]
Spring K hour

COLT2820 SPECIAL TOPICS IN COMPARATIVE LITERATURE
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COLT2820L Moderns and Primitives

Major writers of European Modenism, induding Eliot, Joyce, Pound Rilke, puta new

emphasis on the status of primitive sodety and archac pre-history. We will read thar

works with reference to the anthropology and ethnography of their period, and we will

congder the controversies tha have surrounde modenist primitivism. [K. Haynes]
Fall N hour

COLT2820D The '"Tenth Muse' Phenomenon
Thetexts and contexts of women writing in Endlish, Spanish and French, during the
sixteenth and especially seventeenth centuries. Often dubbeal 'Tenth Muses,’ these first
early mode'n women writersto gan puldic prominence played 'extreme games and/or
epitomized sodally sanctioned scripts for women. Authors indude amongothers: Anne
Braddreet, Margaret Lucas Cavendish, Sor Juana Mme de L afayette, Mariade Zayas. [S.
Merrim]

Fall O hour

COLT2820N City (B)Lights

Interdisciplinary explorationsof themodean urban experience featuring sodal sciences,
literature and film. Convegences and differencesin the presentation of urban lifein
literature, film, thevisud arts, urban planning, and sodal sciences, induding sodology,
political econony, urban ecology. City popuktions, bureaucracy, power groups
alienaion, urban crowds thecity as site of the surreal, are central themes. Agang the
backgroundof classic European urban images. American cities and literary works are
foregroundel. [E. Ahearn]

Spring Q hour

COLT28200 Jacques Derrida’s Of Grammatology
This courseis an introdudion to thethough of the French philosophe Jacques Derrida
We will focuson his mog impartant work, his"Grammatology", thougha series of some of
his essays will aso be part of thereadings Other readingswill indudethe works of authors
crudal to Derridds thoughtand to an undestanding of the"Grammatology": Heidegger,
Nietzsche Freud, Saussure, Rousseau and Levi-Strauss. [S. Stewart-Steinbeg]

Fall Tu9:30-1150
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