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DEPARTMENT OF COMPARATIVE LITERATURE 
 

COURSE OFFERINGS 2007 – 2008 
Note: Because courses in comparative literature are general rubrics under which a variety of topics are offered, 
students may repeat courses provided that the topics are different. 
 
  Primarily for Undergraduates 
 
COLT0510  LITERARY CREATION AND LITERARY DISCOURSE 
 
 COLT0510F  Che Guevara, The Man and the Myths 

Reads Guevara's political and philosophical writings alongside the literary, visual 
and filmic representations that have made him one of the twentieth century's most 
iconic figures and a symbol for vastly diverging interests.  From a cultural studies 
perspective, compares the development of Guevara's theories to posthumous uses 
of his work and image, particularly in and in relation to present-day Cuba.  
FYS [E. Whitfield] 
 Fall       O hour 

 
 
COLT0610  THE FUNCTIONS OF LITERATURE 
 
 COLT0610A  The Far Side of the Old World:  Perspectives on Chinese Culture 

A survey of traditional Chinese culture focusing on the major literary and artistic 
achievements of six major periods in Chinese history, including philosophical texts, poetry, 
various forms of the fine arts, and vernacular fiction and drama. A broad range of primary 
materials will give the student greater insight and appreciation of Chinese culture in general 
and also provide a foundation for further study of East Asia in other disciplines. DP [D.J. 
Levy] 
 Fall       D hour 

 
COLT0619D  Rites of Passage 
Examines a seemingly universal theme - coming of age - by focusing on texts from 
disparate periods and cultures.  Proposes that notions of "growing up" are profoundly 
inflected by issues of class, race and gender, and that the literary representation of these 
matters changes drastically over time.  Texts from the Middle Ages to the present; authors 
drawn from ChrŽtien de Troyes, Quevedo, PrŽvost, Balzac, C. Bront‘ , Twain, Faulkner, 
Vesaas, Rhys, and Walker. LL [A. Weinstein] 
 Fall       J hour 

 
COLT0610E  Crisis and Identity in Mexico, 1519-1968 
The course examines four moments of crisis or critical moments for the forging of Mexican 
identity: the Conquest, the hegemonic 17th century, the Mexican Revolution, the 'Mex-
hippies' of the 1960s. We especially explore how key historical, essayistic, and literary 
writings have dealt with Mexico's past and present, with trauma and transformation. 
Excellent preparation for study in Mexico. In English. No prerequisites. DP [S. Merrim] 
 Fall       K hour 

 
! 

 
COLT0710  LITERATURE AND ITS HISTORY 
 
 COLT0710S   Words and Images: A Survey of Japanese Literature 



Comparative Literature Ð Course offerings 2007-2008 2 

! This survey course on Japanese literature will introduce works ranging from the 
7th century AD to the present. This course will provide a historical survey of 
classic and modern texts, while paying attention to the close relationship Japanese 
literature has had with visual culture from the calligraphic poems of the Heian 
period to the postwar influence of manga upon literature. DP [Y. Furuhata] 

!  Fall        G hour 
! 
 
COLT0810  IDEAS, MYTHS AND THEMES 
 

COLT0810C  Arthurian Tales and Romances of the Middle Ages 
Why did stories of King Arthur, his knights, and their ladies fascinate writers and 
audiences throughout Europe? What can Arthurian quests, marvels, and love 
adventures tell us about successive pre-modern societies that shaped them? What 
are our responses to their cultural beliefs and forms of playful make-believe? 
Readings (in modern translation) of medieval Latin, French, English, Welsh, and 
German texts. LL [M-A Bossy] 
 Fall       C hour 
 
COLT0810S  Literature and the Idea of the Nation 
This course explores the idea of the nation as expressed in literature, poetry, film and 
popular culture. It will consider multiple definitions of the nation as well as the concept of 
national/historical memory.  It will also examine the display of cultural memory (in 
national museums, commemorations, memorials etc).  Other areas of interest will include: 
the national appropriation of literature; literatureÕs function in the national institution; 
Western definitions of the Balkans. Theoretical readings will include:  Gregory Jusdanis 
The Necessary Nation; Stathis Gourgouris Dream Nation; Vasilis Lambropoulos The Rise 
of Eurocentrism, and Literature as National Institution; Yael Zerubavel Recovered Roots: 
Collective Memory and the Making of Israeli National Tradition; James Young The 
Texture of Memory; Maria Todorova Imagining the Balkans; Slavoj Zizek Welcome to the 
Desert of the Real; Poems, films, and novels will be considered in the context of a 
theoretical approach to the nation. LL [M. Pourgouris] 
 Fall       D hour 

 
COLT0810G  Equity: Law, Literature, and Philosophy 
Justice, rigorously applied, yields injustice. This paradox has haunted Western aspirations 
toward legal and political justice from antiquity to the Renaissance. It necessitated the 
formulation of a complementary principle, equity, whose job it was to correct or 
supplement the law in cases where the strict application of it would lead to unfairness. We 
will read Sophocles, Shakespeare, Dickens, Kafka, and others. LL [K. Haynes] 
 Fall       L hour 

 
COLT0810O    Civilization and its Discontents 
This course investigates the age-old tension between order and chaos as a central dynamic 
in the making and interpretation of literature. Texts will be drawn from drama, fiction and 
poetry from Antiquity to the present. Authors include Sophocles, Shakespeare, Racine, 
Beckett, Prevost, E. Bront‘ , Faulkner, Morrison, Blake, Whitman, Dickinson, and Rich. LL 
[A. Weinstein] 
 Spring       H hour 
 
COLT0810T    Oedipus in Theory and Literature 
This course explores the myth of Oedipus and its appropriations in theory and literature. It 
begins with an examination of the myth as it appears in SophoclesÕs Oedipus the King and 
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Oedipus at Colonus and it proceeds to trace the adaptation of the myth in contemporary 
works (novels, poems, and films). The myth of Oedipus will be examined in its literary use 
as a subtext but also in its political, philosophical and, most importantly, psychoanalytic 
manifestations.  Special emphasis will be placed on the case of Modern Greek adaptations 
of the myth. Theoretical texts will include but will not be limited to: Lowell Edmunds 
Oedipus (Gods and Heroes of the Ancient World); Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari Anti-
Oedipus: Capitalism and Schizophrenia; Jerry Flieger Is Oedipus Online? Rene Girard and 
Mark Rogin Anspach Oedipus Unbound; Authors will include: Menis Koumandareas, 
Vasilis Vasilikos, Nikos Kazantzakis, Franz Kafka, Ivan Turgenev, Theo Angelopoulos 
and others. LL [M. Pourgouris] 
 Spring       Q hour 

 
COLT0810E    Confession, Autobiography, Testimony 
Reads first-person narrative through the relationship of truth to fiction, and of writer to 
reader.  Tests limits of self-writing against ethical and aesthetic limitations.  Topics include 
telling slavery; violence perpetrated by or against the speaker (Verbitksy; Partnoy); social 
transgression (Genet, GutiŽrrez); sickness (Guibert, Arenas).  Further readings from 
Augustine and Rousseau; critical essays include Scarry, Brooks, Sommer, Lejeune, 
Beverley. LL  [E. Whitfield] 
 Spring       N hour 
 

For Undergraduates and Graduates 
 

COLT1210 INTRODUCTION TO THE THEORY OF LITERATURE 
An historical introduction to problems of literary theory from the classical to the 
postmodern. Issues to be examined include mimesis, rhetoric, hermeneutics, history, 
psychoanalysis, formalisms and ideological criticism (questions of race, gender, sexuality, 
postcolonialism). Primarily for advanced undergraduates. Lectures and discussions; several 
short papers. [S. Bernstein] 

Fall       F hour 
 

COLT1410 STUDIES IN DRAMA 
 

 
COLT1410J  The Partition of India in Fiction and Film: A Literature of 

Trauma 
This course will explore literary and filmic representations of various forms of Partition-
related traumatic experience along axes of religious community, gender, and national 
identity, as well as with respect to the historical process itself. We will see how these 
representations of violence, rupture and displacement undermine nationalist imaginaries, 
and open up the concrete processes of history and nation-making for reading. LL DP [N. 
Naqvi]  

Fall        E hour 
! 
! 
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COLT1420 STUDIES IN NARRATIVE 
 
COLT1420O    Proust, Joyce and Faulkner 
A reading of three major Modernist authors, with a focus on the following issues: role of 
the artist, representation of consciousness, weight of the past. Texts include substantial 
portions of Proust's Recherche, Joyce's Portrait and Ulysses, Faulkner's Sound and the 
Fury, Light in August and Absalom, Absalom! Prior background in these authors desirable, 
especially Ulysses. LL [A. Weinstein] 
 Fall       I hour 
 
COLT1420T   The Fiction of Relationship 
Explores the manifold ways in which narrative literature sheds light on, indeed makes 
uniquely visible, the relationships that we have in life, both knowingly and unknowingly.  
The novel form, with its possibilities of multiple voices and perspectives, captures the 
interplay between self and other that marks all lives.  Authors include Laclos, Melville, 
Bront‘ , Kafka, Woolf, Faulkner, Borges, Burroughs, Vesaas, Morrison and Coetzee. LL 
[A. Weinstein] 
 Spring       J hour 

 
COLT1420F    Fantastic and Existentialist Literatures of Argentina, Uruguay, 
and Brazil 
Jorge Luis Borges proclaimed that South American writers can 'wield all European themes,' 
without superstition, with irreverence. This course examines the ways in which (mostly 
mid-) 20th century writers from Argentina, and Uruguay and Brazil appropriated European 
fantastic and existentialist fictions, taking them in original directions. Readings, in English 
or original languages, include Borges, Cort‡zar, Onetti, Lispector. Prerequisite: previous 
college-level literature course(s). DP [S. Merrim] 
 Spring       K hour 

 
 

COLT1421A  European Fiction, 1100-1400 
Medieval narratives of fantastic adventure, high heroism, forbidden love, humor and 
comedy. How and why were such tales crafted? To what social and psychological desires 
did they cater, sometimes covertly? What do modern readers enjoy in them? How do we 
decipher their cultural oddities and enigmas? Readings from Marie de France, ChrŽtien de 
Troyes, Boccaccio, Chaucer, and several anonymous authors. LL [M.A. Bossy] 
 Spring       C hour 

 
 

 
COLT1430 STUDIES IN POETRY 
 

COLT1430H  Poetry, Art, and Beauty 
What does it mean to be beautiful in classical and European literature and the arts?  How 
do poems and works of visual art embody beauty?  How is the idea of beauty defined by 
thinkers from Plato to Benjamin and Dante?  What is aesthetics in relation to artistic 
practice? This course is a workshop in the reading of lyric poetry and the interpretation of 
works of visual art from pre-historic cave painting to moments of modernism from Manet 
through the present.  Each class will involve images as well as texts, focusing on the 
objective properties of both media and the way philosophy and theories of literature and the 
arts have understood these practices. The three written exercises call for the interpretation 
of texts and images in the light of aesthetics, and also allow for creative practice in literary 
translation and imitation.  No final examination. Texts include Sappho, Plato, Aristotle, 
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Catullus, Petrarch, Plato, Goethe, Kant, Wordsworth, Baudelaire, Rilke, Benjamin, 
Stevens, Heidegger, Derrida, and Danto. LL [S. Foley] 
  Spring      D hour 
 
COLT1430M  Poetry of Witness 
What is the role of the witness in contemporary lyric poetry?  How is poetryÕs testimony to 
traumatic collective events Ð war, colonization, genocide, slavery, political oppression, and 
forced migration Ð unique from other forms of testimony?  How are ethical issues of 
commemoration and artistic performance negotiated?  Emphasis on poets writing French 
and English with opportunities to study poets in other languages. [T. Villa-Ignacio] 
  Spring      F hour 
 
 

COLT1710A INTRODUCTION TO LITERARY TRANSLATION: Translation as Art   
Includes some discussion of the history and theory of translation, but mainly involves 
practice in translating poetry or imaginative prose.  Conducted as a workshop.  S/NC  
[K. Waldrop] 

  Fall       M hour 
 
 
COLT1810 STUDIES IN THE LITERATURE OF IDEAS 
 

COLT1811E  Sentimentalism: Fiction/Film/Theory 
How does the novel's sentimental investment change with the growth of modern imperial 
nations?  Why does the Hollywood tearjerker make us spill so much affect?  Why does 
critical theory draw on sentimental tropes to extend liberal individualism to women and 
other excluded groups?  We explore these conundrums through selected works of fiction, 
film, and theory from several different nations. LL [N. Armstrong & L. Tennenhouse] 
 Fall       M hour 

 
COLT1811K  The Present-Absent in Palestinian Literature 
Though Òthe present absenteeÓ is not a label of Palestinian self-identification, it does 
describe the parameters of one ongoing struggle in Palestinian literature and film: to prove, 
despite all odds, Palestinian presence.  This course wil explore the dialectic of presence and 
absence in the works of such Palestinian artists as Mahmoud Darwish, Emile Habibi, 
Soheir Hammad, Jabra Ibrahim Jabra, Ghassan Kanafani, Sahar Khalifa and Elie Suleiman. 
DP [E. Colla] 
 Fall       N hour 

 
COLT1811Q  Poisonous or Prophetic? 
Wright's Native Son, Burrough's Naked Lunch, Derrida's Specters of Marx, and Rimbaud. 
[E. Ahearn] 
 Spring       M hour 
 
COLT1810V  Marx and Modern Literature 
A contrastive and integrative study of the range of Marx's writings and works by writers 
such as Shakespeare, Dickens, Baudelaire, Flaubert, Woolf, Stevens. Examines Marx's 
leading concepts in philosophy, history, economics, ideology, and aesthetics in relation to 
the particularities of literary forms. One or two short papers, and a longer final study of a 
literary work chosen from the student's major field. LL [E. Ahearn] 
 Fall       Q hour 

 
COLT1811R  Modern Identities and the Mediterranean 
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This course explores the cultural, political, and social definitions of nationhood primarily 
focusing on the literature of Italy and Greece but also on non-native works about the two 
countries. The course will begin with an examination of the definitions of Mediterranean 
identity as they emerged in the region. What is the symbolic significance of defining the 
nation as Mediterranean (as opposed to European)? It will then proceed to explore the 
Greek/Italian literary and historical heritage as defined by non-native writers: the 
importance of Greco-Roman mythology in the works of Freud and Lacan, the fascination 
of the Romantics with Greece and Italy etc. Finally, the course will examine the ways in 
which Greek and Italian writers, poets, and filmmakers adopted or reacted to these non-
native appropriations in the process of re-defining their own modern identity. Primarily for 
seniors and graduate students. LL DP [S. Stewart-Steinberg & M. Pourgouris] 
 Spring       O hour 

 
COLT1811D  Reading revolution: Representations of Cuba, 1959-the present 
Considers the cultural and ideological impact of the Cuban revolution inside and outside 
Cuba. Starting in the 1960s, reads Latin American "boom" novels, European theorists and 
U.S. civil rights activists.  Moving to today, addresses post-Soviet Cuba's literary 
production and its role in an international imaginary. Fiction, film and essays by Castro, 
Sartre, Garc’a M‡rquez, Reinaldo Arenas, Antonio JosŽ Ponte and others. DP [E. 
Whitfield] 
 Spring       E hour 

 
COLT1810X  Mirror for the Romantic: The Tale of Genji and The Story of the 
Stone 
In East Asian Buddhist culture, the mirror is a symbol of the mind in both its intellectual 
and emotional aspects.  These masterworks detail the lives and loves of Prince Genji, 
cynosure of the medieval Japanese court and Jia Baoyu, the last hope of an influential 
Chinese clan during the reign of Manchus.  We examine both works as well as the sources 
of Genji and literary aesthetics of the Tang dynasty. Previous study of East Asia is 
desirable. DP [D.J. Levy] 
 Spring       I hour 

 
COLT1811S  Philosophy and Literature of German Romanticism 
A fateful collaboration between philosophy and literature was centered in Germany roughly 
between 1788 (Schiller's 'Gods of Greece') and 1807 (Hegel's Phenomenology of Spirit). A 
survey of the major literature of this period, organized thematically, will serve as an 
introduction to this complex phenomenon. Authors include (in translation) Fichte, Goethe, 
Hšlderlin, Novalis, Schelling, Schiller, and Tieck. LL [K. Haynes] 
 Spring       N hour 

 
COLT1811T    Levantine Cities: Alexandria, Istanbul, Athens 
This course explores the literary and filmic imagination of three Eastern Mediterranean 
cities, Alexandria, Istanbul, and Athens. It examines the history, culture and politics of 
these cities and the ways in which they emerge in literature, film, poetry and travelogues. 
How is the city defined in these works? How are social tensions addressed, such as those 
between Greeks and Turks and Arabs or between Christians, Muslims and Jews? How are 
thematic and historical issues resolved, such as those involving antiquity and modernity, 
tradition and modernization, colonialism and nationalism, religion and secularism? How 
are these cities defined in the works of western writers? DP [E. Colla & M. Pourgouris] 
 Fall       G hour 

 
COLT1810H    Tales of two cities: Havana-Miami, San Juan-New York 
Compares representations of Havana and San Juan in contemporary fiction and film to 
literary inscriptions of Cuban Miami and Puerto Rican New York.  Explores mapping the 
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city as mapping identity, and city-writing as reconstruction and creation. Views cities 
through the eyes of children, tourists, and urban detectives; authors include Antonio JosŽ 
Ponte, Roberto G. Fern‡ndez, Mayra Santos Febres and Ernesto Qui–ones. LL [E. 
Whitfield] 
 Fall       H hour 

 
COLT1811U    Literature and the Arts 
Readings in the apparitions and articulations of the arts in fiction, philosophy, criticism and 
poetry. Focus on the interaction between language and other media, the figure of the artist, 
problems of expression and performance. Readings from Diderot, Hegel, Balzac, 
Hoffmann, Baudelaire, Poe, Nietzsche, Wagner and Mann. [S. Bernstein] 
 Fall       C hour 
 
COLT1811V    Literature, Modernity and the Islamic Periphery 
This course will explore the tensions and negotiations of modernity and tradition in Indian 
and Pakistani Muslim literature from high colonialism to post-coloniality. Beginning with a 
brief look at the pre-colonial Indo-Muslim literary field, the course will turn to projects of 
literary reform in the wake of the Great Rebellion of 1857, when Muslims became a special 
object of attention for the British colonial regime in India. We will then read some literary 
expressions of the first high moment of pan-Islamism and Indo-Muslim self-assertion in its 
intersection with literary modernism in the early 20th century. Subsequently, the dramatic 
impact of social realism at the height of anti-colonial nationalism will be an important 
focus of the course, as will the traumatic literatures of Partition and the disillusionment 
with decolonization. All course materials will be in English. No prerequisites. [N. Naqvi] 
 Spring       P hour 
 
COLT1811W    Visual Obsessions: Japanese Film, Fiction, and Modernity  
The pervasiveness of visual obsessions in contemporary Japanese culture prompts us to 
rethink the impact of modernity in terms of visuality. Through the examination of a wide 
range of filmic, literary, and visual art forms produced in Japan from the 1920s to the 
2000s, this course explores the question of visuality as a historically and technologically 
conditioned way of seeing. The issues to be considered in this class include: the 
construction of ÒJapaneseÓ aesthetics, orientalism, ocularcentrism, the problems of 
interiority and the subject, the relation between habit and the everyday, and cultural 
nationalism. This course will introduce important theoretical concepts about vision and 
modernity, asking students to interrogate these concepts through the close examination of 
specific Japanese texts and films discussed in class. Writers, filmmakers, and visual artists 
include: Tanizaki JunÕichir™, Edogawa Rampo, AbŽ K™b™, Karatani K™jin, Ozu Yasujir™, 
Kurosawa Akira, Ichikawa Kon, Suzuki Seijun, and Murakami Takashi. [Y. Furuhata] 
 Spring       M hour 
 

 
 

Primarily for Graduate Students 
 
 

COLT2720 THEORY AND PRACTICE OF LITERARY TRANSLATION 
Readings in the history and theory of translation from the Renaissance to the present, along 
with selected major examples of literature in English translation. Written permission 
required for undergraduates. [D. Levy] 
 Spring       K hour 

 
 

COLT2820 SPECIAL TOPICS IN COMPARATIVE LITERATURE 
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COLT2820L  Moderns and Primitives 
Major writers of European Modernism, including Eliot, Joyce, Pound, Rilke, put a new 
emphasis on the status of primitive society and archaic pre-history. We will read their 
works with reference to the anthropology and ethnography of their period, and we will 
consider the controversies that have surrounded modernist primitivism. [K. Haynes] 
 Fall       N hour 

 
COLT2820D  The 'Tenth Muse' Phenomenon 
The texts and contexts of women writing in English, Spanish and French, during the 
sixteenth and especially seventeenth centuries. Often dubbed 'Tenth Muses,' these first 
early modern women writers to gain public prominence played 'extreme games' and/or 
epitomized socially sanctioned scripts for women. Authors include, among others: Anne 
Bradstreet, Margaret Lucas Cavendish, Sor Juana, Mme de Lafayette, Maria de Zayas. [S. 
Merrim] 
 Fall       O hour 

 
COLT2820N  City (B)Lights 
Interdisciplinary explorations of the modern urban experience featuring social sciences, 
literature and film.  Convergences and differences in the presentation of urban life in 
literature, film, the visual arts, urban planning, and social sciences, including sociology, 
political economy, urban ecology.  City populations, bureaucracy, power groups, 
alienation, urban crowds, the city as site of the surreal, are central themes. Against the 
background of classic European urban images. American cities and literary works are 
foregrounded. [E. Ahearn] 
 Spring       Q hour 
 
COLT2820O  Jacques Derrida’s Of Grammatology 
This course is an introduction to the thought of the French philosopher Jacques Derrida. 
We will focus on his most important work, his "Grammatology", though a series of some of 
his essays will also be part of the readings. Other readings will include the works of authors 
crucial to Derrida's thought and to an understanding of the "Grammatology": Heidegger, 
Nietzsche, Freud, Saussure, Rousseau and Levi-Strauss. [S. Stewart-Steinberg] 
 Fall       Tu 9:30-11:50 
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