


The Urban Education Policy 
program combines academically
rigorous coursework with day-to-
day practice in an education policy
setting. The interdisciplinary 
curriculum integrates theory and
conceptual frameworks in econom-
ics, psychology, political science,
and sociology with field-tested
practice in urban education.

The twelve-month UEP master’s degree program features: 

• Distinguished faculty with outstanding credentials 
in education, the social sciences, and urban policy.

• Targeted core curriculum that blends theory and
research from the social sciences with the realities of
practice.

• Nine-month internships in a variety of urban educa-
tion policy settings that complement the particular 
focus of the student.

• Faculty mentors who work with each student to 
integrate lessons from the coursework and the 
internship practice. 

• UEP speaker series and “emerging knowledge” 
forums featuring prominent urban policy leaders 
and practitioners. 

Students will graduate from
the UEP program ready to
navigate the political, social,
and institutional complexi-
ties of real-world policymak-
ing or to pursue advanced
study in urban public and
social policy.

“The UEP contributes
to urban school
improvement by 
building the capacity
of the next generation
of policy leaders.”

— K E N N E T H  K. W O N G
The Walter and Leonore Annenberg

Chair for Education Policy, 

UEP Program Director

A
Rigorous
Program

Explore the UEP curriculum online.
http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Education/uep_coursework.php



The strategic merger of theory,
research, and practice is a hallmark 
of the Urban Education Policy 
program. UEP’s interdisciplinary
and practice-grounded approach
allows students to build a compre-
hensive “toolkit” of knowledge and
skills that are critical to effective
urban policymaking in the twenty-
first century. 

That toolkit will include:

• Ability to generate and analyze data in ways that 
inform both practice and the policy process. 

• Knowledge and understanding of key concepts and 
theories from economics and the ability to use these 
tools in policy analysis.

• Skills to conduct policy-relevant research and be an 
intelligent consumer of research.

• Understanding of the interplay between human 
development issues and education practice and 
policy in urban settings.

• A grasp of how urban demographics interact with 
education policy and practice.

• First-hand knowledge of productive concepts and 
successful models of urban education systems.

• Knowledge of a variety of governance designs and 
their effects on urban schools.

Benefits

Students graduate from the UEP program fully prepared 
to enter a variety of mid-level policy positions or to pursue
advanced study in urban education and social policy. The
program enables students to complete a rigorous, focused
program in twelve months, a feature with time and cost
benefits for many students. 

Extensive experience in the real world of policymaking
builds understanding of the nuances and challenges of the
current policymaking climate.

“We emphasize proven
analytical tools that
will be essential for
policy leaders attempt-
ing to describe and
assess what’s working
and what’s not in
urban education
reform.”

— J O H N  T Y L E R
Associate Professor of Education, 

Economics, and Public Policy and 

Chair of the Education Department

A
Valuable 

“Toolkit”



“I expect that graduates
from the UEP program
will quickly become
one of the most 
important emerging
networks in urban
education reform. They
will have connections
to the high-level
research being con-
ducted at Brown as
well as to leading 
policy practitioners in
the field.”

— WA R R E N  S I M M O N S
Executive Director of the 

Annenberg Institute 

for School Reform

Students

The UEP program is designed for
individuals intending to pursue
careers that have a substantial pub-
lic policy component, especially in
the area of urban education. The
curriculum also provides appropri-
ate preparation for individuals
planning to pursue doctoral-level
work in this area. The program is

particularly geared toward those who want to make a meas-
urable contribution to urban education reform. Students
must be focused, motivated, and prepared for the demands
of an intense, year-long program. 

Faculty

The multidisciplinary nature of the UEP program is
reflected in the faculty of social scientists and practitioner/
scholars. By training they are economists, political scientists,
psychologists, and educators. In practice they are researchers,
analysts, theoreticians, and policy leaders. What they share
is advanced knowledge and expertise in urban education
issues. The result is a collaborative, integrative approach to
instruction that gives students a broad perspective on the
issues that inform and influence urban education policy.

Partners

Three Brown-based program partners collaborate with 
the Education Department to provide special knowledge
and opportunities that deepen the UEP academic experi-
ence. The Annenberg Institute for School Reform brings 
a practice-centered perspective on policy research and tech-
nical assistance with an emphasis on quality education for
disadvantaged children and communities. The Taubman
Center for Public Policy helps place urban education issues
into the larger public policy landscape. The Education
Alliance provides a vital link to active, ongoing projects
that help schools and school districts provide equitable
opportunities for all students to succeed. 

A
Vibrant
Mix



To learn more about applying to the Urban Education Policy program, visit the UEP website.
http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Education/uep_admissions.php

Brown University
Education Department
Barus Hall, 21 Manning Walk 
Box 1938
Providence, RI 02912

Phone: 401 863-3983
Fax: 401 863-1276
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The intense pressure to improve
urban school performance is 
creating a demand for individuals
with advanced knowledge of 
school systems in a community
context, the ability to use data 
in education decision making, 
an understanding of the role of
accountability in public education
and with skills in research, policy

analysis, and education practice.

A wide variety of opportunities will be open to UEP 
graduates, including:

• Policy analysts, developers, and implementers in 
urban school districts 

• Public policy advisors in education for municipal, 
state, and federal government

• Consultants working with schools and school 
systems on policies and programs

• Foundation program officers

• Strategic planners

• Program associates in education reform support 
organizations

A
Growing
Demand




