
BROWN UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH PRESENTS

New Vistas in African American Literary and Cultural Studies

This series is made possible by a generous gift from Robert R. and Susan Clark Levine ‘73.

Professor Mark Thompson, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

Tuesday, September 23, 2008
4:00 pm

“The Critique of Nonviolence: Walter Benjamin,
Martin Luther King, Jr., and Sovereignty”

“‘They Lost Us the Beach’: Dorothy West
Professor Cherene Sherrard-Johnson, University of Wisconsin-Madison

Monday, October 6, 2008
4:00 pm

“Non-Cognitive Aspects of the City:
Professor Kevin Bell, The University at Albany, State University of New York

Tuesday, October 14, 2008
4:00 pm

“The Uncanny History of Minstrels and Machines: 1835-1901”
Professor Louis Chude-Sokei, University of California, Santa Cruz

Thursday, November 6, 2008
4:00 pm

This lecture series showcases new work from leading
young scholars in African American literary and
cultural studies. Underscoring both the strength
and diversity of the field, these lectures range from
theoretically informed accounts of black sovereignty
to the exploration of the interplay between blackface
minstrelsy and machine culture. These wide-ranging
talks will thus productively apprise the Brown
community of main currents, debates, and theoretical
considerations shaping African American criticism and
culture.
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