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Introduction:

"Man;s companion animais—-primarily the dog. cat and
horse--have been the subject of song, folklore, and myth
of many different cultures for centurles. The noble steed
the faithful dog and the lnscrutable cat are prominant. flgures‘

in llterature and art ‘ They have cohabltated w1th man longer

""_’Iii.f PN : ,,/

than most Sther anlhals.f’It ig. estlmated that “the dog, man's f:u_'

first domestlcated anlmal.w301ned him over 10 000 years agO'“
(Goldan, 1981), The horse‘and the cat were later acqu1s1-ﬂet’
"tlons, both belng domestlcated around 5000 years ago (Seth—-fﬁ”
Smith 1979 and Cantin, 1976) however, DeODle have been |
known to qaestlon whether or not. the ‘cat was actually everl'
domesticatedaat all. but 1nstead,4Just hung,aroundsareas-of ,
thuman'habitation because*that is where the rodent pepulatiohh{”"
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These three- anlwaTQ have nerforved a variety
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of functlons for manklnd which have grown and chanéed with

tlwe as man's needs have changed rr‘he cat's most 1mnortant o

‘fuhctlon has alwavs been,kand stlll is. today, contholllng the‘ o

ismall rodent noeulatlon.g The dog and the horse have nerformedj o

2

a varlety of functlons for manklnd ranglng from pulllng theva”
~world's plows to pleasure rlglnv for horses and from 1ead1ng
the bllnd to llvestock herdlng for dogs. | s e

But 1t 1s only in recent tlmes that many psychlatrlsts

'-and other scmentlest have been researchlng the less practlcal”J;‘

51de of pet ownershlp--the role. of the pet 1n mental and em6—1"aﬁ7'

TN e

tional develomment ana-health. Dr 1chael ~ox sugvests that
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3 Lln thls country, one cannot help but wonder at the number andf

‘_kof group from England 1n the l9th century to the Unlted States

ran first kept dogs not for any utilitarian reason, but in;
stead to "...satisfy a verj ba51c yet almost Wneffable human
need-~-simply to be closeeto animals." Supposedly 1t wag not
until much later that the dog became of practical 1mportance
as‘a hunting.companion. Be81des the role of: companlon,fre-_,

searchers have found that the famlly pet may play an. 1mpor-'_

tant role 1n"...the healthy emotlonal development and’ 8001al-

lzatlon ...of chlldren, in fa01lltat1ng human relatlonshlps.»

coin helplng the owners av01d ...estrangement from thelr inner vf:”

anlmal selves..." and even in encouraglng owners to get out-v -

doors and exercise (Fox, 1979)

This paper w1ll attempt to galn insight 1nto people s ; o
attltudes toward animals by looklng at how they are treated. o
One way to do thlS’lS,tOflOOk at how our :soclety deals'w1th |
selectedkprohlems involving the Care of animals (alSO'referredl
to as,"humane” problems). Such an approach should prov1de
valuable 1nformatlon about peOple s attltudes toward anlmals.w

When looklng at any problem 1nvolv1ng the care of anlmals'

&

bﬁ'fvarlety of humane groups--here deflned as. prlvate, charltable ;k“'dk

organlzatlons whlch concern themselves w1th one: or more anlmal

problems——that Operate in the Unlted States today. As a frame-

pwork of study, thls ‘paper w1Il trace the hlstory of thls type ,kf#*

today. To narrow the subJect down to a manageable s1ze for

- th1s type of paper, I chose to llmlt my study area to New

3D
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- Tngland, I believe that this region 1is large and diverse

enough to provide material to make comparisons between
differentvlifestyles;—such as rural and urban--and to answer
how these lifestVles may affect our attitudes toward animals.

The remainder of ‘the paper will adhere to the following,

- format:

1. A'briefhhistory:of the humane movement in Great

Britain and the United States will be given to set the stage

'~.for the discussion of spec1flc anlmal problems today. Compare

1sons ‘will be made between humane problems today and those
at the 1nceptlon of the humane movement through Wthh we
can hopefully galn some 1n51ghts as to why the movement started

and what 1ts successes and fallures have been.

‘f,2; mh:Ls will Dbe followed by a rev1ew of the manner in.
Wthh three selected anlmal problems--anlmal overpOpulatlon,_

cruelty to anlmals. and the promotlon of anlmal welfare--are';

dealt Wlth in New England by prlvate humane organlzatlons, s

e

,state and local 1awmakers,’and humane educators..lll fc;nr.{
- Spec1al emphas1s w1ll be glven to the dlfferences between f;;?;

& methods used in each state.v l;

| .3;} Dlscus51on w1ll center on why these Problems OCCur;”;ll
espec1ally how peOple s attltudes toward animals may cause

these problems, and the effectlveness of measures now em- L

k"ployed to combat these problems. New approaches to these~‘%

problems or a redlrectlon 6F- funds and/or more emphas1s on

_methods already in,usefﬂbut_notiglven,much attentlon, will

te suggested.
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'Lfarm anlmals or w1ld11fe, one mlght come up Wlth rather‘

4.‘ Finally, I will diSCuSS'the more general problem

of anlral wellare and the future of the comnau1on animal

.in today's soc1ety.

This paper will deal only with the companlon anlmals

mentloned before--cats,_dogs and horses. I chose these

three. anlmals for thls study because they play a unlque
role in many peOple s’ llves. These anlmals are the only'°

 tones w1th whlch most people come 1nto daily contact This

1s not really the case. for horses ‘now, but 1t certainly was

‘at.the,beglnnlng.of the humane~movement.._ They are the ob-

“jects of much love and devotlon. Their upkeep 1is a multia

billion dollar business in this: country. fin addition, pro-

moting the welfare of these partlcular animals has recelved

- more money. and attention from the humane movement ‘itself,
~_past and present than any other three species taken together.

If one were to study how the ‘humane movement has dealt w1th

X

= dlfferent conclusmong about people's attltudes toward anlmalsfiﬁf};,
: ,It would be fasc1nat1ng to compare the hlstory of the humane
| movement 1nvolv1ng all dlfferent types of anlmals-—farm -

anlmals, companlon anlmals and w1ld11fe--but thls Would be

beyond the scope of this paper.
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