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INTRODUCTION
Pub1ic policy sways with the times. It comes aboutl as 8 result
of various factors, most notably the demands of the people &s

expressed through their chosen representatives in government.
Although changing times dictate varying policies, the foundation
~of America’s constitutional democracy continues to exist in a form
similar to that originally created. 1t must, if for no reason
other than simply to maintain a ‘certain degree of law and order
,]within’society. ‘cLand, :the.cornerstone of America’s economicsas
we11 as sociai system,‘is,a goou eXample.  A citizen of the’United

~States  has always had the right to own, 'possess and utilize
private property in uhateVer~manner that person deems fit, as long
as 'these actions do ‘not encroach upon the rights of others.
Nonetheless, public policy fn regard to federal ownership and
management of land has certainly progressed fhrough numerous

positions in the relat1ve1y brief h1story of the Un1ted States

Chang1ng po11c1es are undeniably necessary | The basic fact is
‘7ﬁfhat 1and is 7no' 10nger an 1mmeasurab1e; resource, “capable‘rof?uj
n‘at1sfy1ng the many demands of its 1nhab1atants, as was the!case_:
t‘1n the early: n1neteenth century when the. West was. st111 w11d, rand;'
~the horse was man ] pr1mary means  0? transportat1on fNewr‘

uftechnolog1es have~evolved wh1ch perm1t 'h‘ to exp1o1t earth S'f

"?f}natural resources at a*$ar greater capac1ty than ever before

TMan s populatlon has cont1nued to grow and grow n The effect has e

enwan 1ncreased number of People W1th"a muchah;gher sty1e ofief""
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living, all at the expense of these resources.

The Presideht of the United States has the power fto initiateﬂ
public policy. Soon after his inauguratior, President“.Reagan
decided to use this power to make some fundemental changes in
regard to public lands.2? While these proposed changes raised a
number of specific questions, which shall be studied in detail in
the following pages, they also provoked debate -about more
“fundamental issues: Should the Federal Government continue to own
and manage one out of every 1tihree acfes within the United States?

What role should America’s government ideally play?

There is'nb SinQIe,‘,correct vso1ution. Rather it is neCessary5
for the Federal Government to achieve a balénce' between the many
quonf1icting interests of its‘,peop1e. -Yet by focusing on the'
chahges‘that President Reagan has sought to‘implement,~ and the
'reactions stimu]ated, " some answers to these chuéial.issues can be

found.

T i i

R (Although the author is aware of the fact that the term pubhc.i'“i

lands” is not ‘synonomous with- ‘that of "Federal lands”, and that

Federal ‘lands constitute only one component of pub11c lands, the

.hfiwo are. used 1nterchangeab1y throughout the fo]]ow1ng analys1s ) ,;f




