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Executive Summary


The nexus of qualitative research and creative nonfiction is an important area of investigation and experimentation in environmental studies. This thesis combines semi-quantitative, qualitative, and creative approaches to explore two topics in the context of the Seekonk River in Rhode Island: a) how Seekonk fishermen perceive the river’s water quality and the risks in consuming the its fish, and b) how creative nonfiction can challenge our environmental aesthetics and promote an ecological imperative, i.e. responsible environmental consciousness and stewardship. After a month of interviewing and observing fishers at fives sites along the river in the fall of 2006, I found that there is a wide diversity of environmental perception among fishers.  Significantly, I found that most fishermen are willing to eat only some types of fish that they catch in local waters, while a few are willing to eat any species and some no species. The reasons behind these preferences appear to be environmental, personal, and cultural, influences that are not easily separated from each other. Meanwhile, those fishers that eat freshwater species may risk consuming unhealthy levels of mercury, although this is a very small population of fishers. I have attempted to portray the complexity and paradoxes of these environmental outlooks in a series of essays that focus on descriptive writing. Ultimately, I hope my work encourages further investigation of the Seekonk fishers and continued collaboration between qualitative research and creative writing.  
