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Bristol Bay, Alaska is home to the largest sockeye salmon fishery in the world.  As a result, the area is very important to the local indigenous peoples, Yup’ik Eskimo’s, Denaina Athabascans, Aleuts and Alutiiqs who have lived in the area for thousands of years and continue to depend on the bay’s renewable resources for subsistence, lifestyle and commercial uses.  In 1986, a mining conglomerate that calls itself the Pebble Partnership began to discover the minerals in what today is expected to be the largest copper and second largest gold mine deposits in North America, and possibly one of the largest in the world.  This paper analyzes whether The Pebble Partnership and government regulatory regimes are properly addressing the environmental health and justice concerns of the indigenous peoples of Bristol Bay, including potential impacts of mining operations on air and water quality, water supply, aquatic life and the welfare of the indigenous people.    Further, this paper analyzes whether stakeholders and the media are considering indigenous concerns.  I conclude that environmental justice concerns are largely being met by the Pebble Partnership as well as by the federal, state and local agencies responsible for permitting.  The individual companies included within The Pebble Partnership have a mixed human rights and environmental record, especially in developing countries and indigenous regions.   The mining industry’s relations with stakeholders are changing though as technology and government oversight improves and stakeholders demand more access to the permitting process.  However there are many ways to improve this industry, and many ways for the Natives of Bristol Bay to improve their standing in order for their concerns be addressed.

