Why Choose Carpeting?

What building occupants, managers, and planners should consider when choosing carpeting as a flooring material.
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Executive Summary

Carpeting is the dominant flooring material for residential spaces in the United States. Yet today it is the direct and indirect cause of various indoor environmental health illnesses. Although the carpet and rug industry has responded to public concern on a wide range of health issues resulting from their products, carpeting still plays a major role in the high potential for poor indoor air quality and negative impact on the environment through landfills. Three significant problems surrounding carpeting that persist are: a lack of flooring decision-making power amongst renters, limited response by the carpet and rug industry and U.S. government on the health issues linked to carpeting, and inconsistent consideration of the internal and external costs of carpeting on behalf of building managers. 

This paper seeks to identify the major reasons why carpeting is still a cause of poor indoor environmental health and damage to the environment after more than ten years of response by the carpet and rug industry and U.S. government. It is clear through analyzing the persisting problems with carpeting that an environmental injustice is likely occurring with renters in regards to their health as it is affected by limited flooring choice. Additionally, there is a need for government policy that can decrease, limit, or diminish the remaining health risks from living with carpeting, and a need for more building managers to utilize a comprehensive cost/benefit analysis when choosing flooring for their tenants. 

