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Thesis QuestionThesis Question

How thoroughly have nonHow thoroughly have non--governmental governmental 
and governmental agencies and governmental agencies 
operationalizedoperationalized environmental justice environmental justice 
principles? principles? 



Definition of Environmental JusticeDefinition of Environmental Justice
Definition 1: Definition 1: ““disproportionate environmental harm, the lack disproportionate environmental harm, the lack 
of social and political recognition and the differential access of social and political recognition and the differential access 
to environmental amenities received by individuals or to environmental amenities received by individuals or 
communities based on race, ethnicity, economic class or communities based on race, ethnicity, economic class or 
gender.gender.”” (1991 First National People of Color Environmental (1991 First National People of Color Environmental 
Leadership Summit)Leadership Summit)

Definition. 2: Definition. 2: ““..disproportionately high and adverse human ..disproportionately high and adverse human 
health or environmental effects of programs, policies, and health or environmental effects of programs, policies, and 
activities on minority populations and lowactivities on minority populations and low--income income 
populations.populations.”” (1994 E.O. 12898)(1994 E.O. 12898)

Definition 3: Definition 3: ““the fair treatment and meaningful involvement the fair treatment and meaningful involvement 
of all people regardless of race, color, national origin, or of all people regardless of race, color, national origin, or 
income with respect to the development, implementation, income with respect to the development, implementation, 
and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and 
policies.policies.”” (1994 EPA)(1994 EPA)



Environmental Justice in Rhode Environmental Justice in Rhode 
IslandIsland

Lead poisoningLead poisoning
1 in 6 Providence children 1 in 6 Providence children 
exposed to lead in 2000.exposed to lead in 2000.
AfricanAfrican--American, American, 
Southeast Asian and Southeast Asian and 
Hispanic children twice as Hispanic children twice as 
likely to be lead poisoned.likely to be lead poisoned.
Lead paint nuisance suit Lead paint nuisance suit 
filed, $2.4 billion fine filed, $2.4 billion fine 
ordered. ordered. 

Source: Providence Plan, provplan.org



Environmental Justice in Rhode Environmental Justice in Rhode 
IslandIsland

BrownfieldsBrownfields
450,000 nationwide; race 450,000 nationwide; race 
more influential than incomemore influential than income
RIRI’’s site remediation program s site remediation program 
brought 1100+ acres back to brought 1100+ acres back to 
beneficial reuse.beneficial reuse.

Other local EJ struggles: Other local EJ struggles: 
Fisheries, Superfund Fisheries, Superfund 
prioritization, access to prioritization, access to 
environmental amenitiesenvironmental amenities

Source: RIDEM, http://Source: RIDEM, http://www.dem.ri.gov/maps/index.htmwww.dem.ri.gov/maps/index.htm..
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MethodologyMethodology
Survey (primary method)Survey (primary method)

47 questions (multiple47 questions (multiple--choice, openchoice, open--ended, scales)ended, scales)
•• What other groups does your group or agency work with, if What other groups does your group or agency work with, if 

any? any? 
•• On a scale from 1 to 5, 1 being On a scale from 1 to 5, 1 being ““not at allnot at all”” and 5 being and 5 being ““very very 

well,well,”” how well has your group or agency implemented how well has your group or agency implemented 
environmental justice principles?environmental justice principles?

Distributed to select NGOs and Distributed to select NGOs and govgov’’tt groups by mail groups by mail 
(N=52, n=17)(N=52, n=17)

Triangulated with findings from their literature Triangulated with findings from their literature 
and websiteand website

How thoroughly have nonHow thoroughly have non--governmental and governmental agencies governmental and governmental agencies 
operationalizedoperationalized environmental justice principles?environmental justice principles?
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Results: Familiarity Results: Familiarity 

88.9% of NGOs and 87.5% of 88.9% of NGOs and 87.5% of GGsGGs were were 
familiar with local environmental justice familiar with local environmental justice 
struggles.struggles.

88.9% of NGOs and 100% of 88.9% of NGOs and 100% of GGsGGs were were 
familiar with the terms environmental familiar with the terms environmental 
justice, environmental racism and/or justice, environmental racism and/or 
environmental injustice.environmental injustice.



Definition of Environmental JusticeDefinition of Environmental Justice
Definition 1: Definition 1: ““disproportionate environmental harm, the lack disproportionate environmental harm, the lack 
of social and political recognition and the differential access of social and political recognition and the differential access 
to environmental amenities received by individuals or to environmental amenities received by individuals or 
communities based on race, ethnicity, economic class or communities based on race, ethnicity, economic class or 
gender.gender.”” (1991 First National People of Color Environmental (1991 First National People of Color Environmental 
Leadership Summit)Leadership Summit)

Definition. 2: Definition. 2: ““..disproportionately high and adverse human ..disproportionately high and adverse human 
health or environmental effects of programs, policies, and health or environmental effects of programs, policies, and 
activities on minority populations and lowactivities on minority populations and low--income income 
populations.populations.”” (1994 E.O. 12898)(1994 E.O. 12898)

Definition 3: Definition 3: ““the fair treatment and meaningful involvement the fair treatment and meaningful involvement 
of all people regardless of race, color, national origin, or of all people regardless of race, color, national origin, or 
income with respect to the development, implementation, income with respect to the development, implementation, 
and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and 
policies.policies.”” (EPA 1994) (EPA 1994) 



Results: DefinitionsResults: Definitions
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Results: EJ ProjectsResults: EJ Projects
88.9% of NGOs and 88.9% of NGOs and 
75% of 75% of GGsGGs have have 
done EJ projects.done EJ projects.

62.5% of NGOs and 25% 62.5% of NGOs and 25% 
of of GGsGGs mentioned projects mentioned projects 
done in conjunction with done in conjunction with 
other groups.other groups.
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Results: WomenResults: Women

88.9% of NGO 88.9% of NGO 
respondents and 37.5% of respondents and 37.5% of 
GG respondents were GG respondents were 
female.female.

88.9% of NGOs had female 88.9% of NGOs had female 
employee force over 50%.employee force over 50%.
No GG had a female No GG had a female 
employee force over 50%.employee force over 50%.

Precedence for this in Precedence for this in 
international international 
environmental movementsenvironmental movements



Results: LowResults: Low--IncomeIncome

No pattern to NGOsNo pattern to NGOs’’ lowlow--income income 
involvement; ranged from 0% to 100%, but involvement; ranged from 0% to 100%, but 
not enough information supplied. not enough information supplied. 

No correlation No correlation btwnbtwn. paid memberships . paid memberships 
and lowand low--income involvement. income involvement. 

Not enough information supplied by Not enough information supplied by GGsGGs
for conclusive answerfor conclusive answer——0% response rate. 0% response rate. 



Results: MinoritiesResults: Minorities
Professional/technical employees: 57% of NGOs Professional/technical employees: 57% of NGOs 
had 50% minority force; only one GG (Mayorhad 50% minority force; only one GG (Mayor’’s s 
Office) above 50%Office) above 50%----the majority were far below the majority were far below 
50%. 50%. 

Executive boards: 50% of NGOs had a Executive boards: 50% of NGOs had a 
percentage of minority board members that was percentage of minority board members that was 
25% or higher, and one NGO reported its board 25% or higher, and one NGO reported its board 
as being 80% minority.as being 80% minority.

33% of the Providence City Council are 33% of the Providence City Council are 
minorities. minorities. 



Results: MultilingualismResults: Multilingualism
66.7% of NGOs and 87.5% of 66.7% of NGOs and 87.5% of GGsGGs have materials have materials 
in other languages.in other languages.

S
pa

ni
sh

H
m

on
g

C
am

bo
di

an
La

ot
ia

n
P

or
tu

gu
es

e
V

ie
tn

am
es

e
Th

ai
K

hm
er

G
er

m
an

 

Ja
pa

ne
se

Fr
en

ch

Ita
lia

n

NGOs

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Multilingual Materials Provied by NGOs and GGs

NGOs
GGs



Results: MultilingualismResults: Multilingualism



NGOs' Implementation
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Thesis QuestionThesis Question

How thoroughly have nonHow thoroughly have non--governmental governmental 
and governmental agencies and governmental agencies 
operationalizedoperationalized environmental justice environmental justice 
principles? principles? 



ConclusionsConclusions

Most groups have made efforts to Most groups have made efforts to 
operationalizeoperationalize EJ principles.EJ principles.
NGOs demonstrated high level of NGOs demonstrated high level of 
womenwomen’’s involvement  and coalitions involvement  and coalition--
building.building.
GGsGGs use a variety of languages.use a variety of languages.
The majority have participated in EJ The majority have participated in EJ 
projects.projects.
However, improvements can be made. However, improvements can be made. 



RecommendationsRecommendations
Address a wider variety of EJ projects Address a wider variety of EJ projects 
(parks, fisheries)(parks, fisheries)
Increase amount of materials provided in Increase amount of materials provided in 
other languages other languages 
Increase transparency and accessibility as Increase transparency and accessibility as 
much as possible (lowmuch as possible (low--income question)income question)



RecommendationsRecommendations

Who is EJ supposed to protect and why?Who is EJ supposed to protect and why?

Increase womenIncrease women’’s involvement, e.g., providing s involvement, e.g., providing 
paid maternity leave and daycare optionspaid maternity leave and daycare options
Increase lowIncrease low--income involvement, e.g., through income involvement, e.g., through 
workshops, job training and microworkshops, job training and micro--lendinglending
Increase minority involvement; e.g., through Increase minority involvement; e.g., through 
youth programs and coalitionyouth programs and coalition--buildingbuilding
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