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From the Chair 

 
As chair of the Department of German Studies at Brown University, it is my great 
pleasure to preface this departmental newsletter for the year 2008. The past year has 
been a time of tremendous challenges but also of great accomplishments. The 
members of our faculty have once again shown how productive and innovative in 
research and teaching they are. Of the many scholarly articles and books published by 
our faculty recently I just want to mention Carol Pooreõs prize-winning work 
Disability in Twentieth-Century German Culture which was awarded both the DAAD 
Book Prize of the German Studies Association for books published in 2006/2007 and 
also the Aldo and Jeanne Scaglione Prize for Studies in Germanic Languages and 
Literatures 2008. 

 
Brown faculty and students enjoyed the company of DAAD visiting professor 
Clemens Risi from the Freie Universität Berlin in the spring of 2008. His seminars on 
Richard Wagner and on òPerformance Analysis and Operaó were a huge success with 
students and his participation in the Cogut Center for the Humanities symposium on 
Wagner and Scandal provided the Brown community with an opportunity to interact 
with one of Germanyõs most promising young scholars in the field of Performance 
Studies. We are very much looking forward to welcoming Bernd Stiegler from the 
Universität Konstanz as our DAAD visiting professor in the spring of 2009. 

 
The vibrant research environment at Brown will be further augmented in the spring of 
2009 with an international and interdisciplinary conference on òTheatricality and 
Performance,ó organized by the Department of German Studies and the Department 
of Music. A group of eminent scholars from Brown and from Germany will gather for 
two days to discuss issues relating to Theatre and Performance Studies and to initiate 
an intercontinental dialogue between the two rather distinct scholarly traditions of 
German Theaterwissenschaft and American Performance Studies. We expect this 
encounter to be only the first in a series of collaborations that will bring our respective 
scholarly communities closer together and establish an exchange both of ideas and 
people that will be stimulating and productive for both sides.  

 
It is particularly gratifying to see that our newly designed interdisciplinary graduate 
program continues to thrive, with highly qualified new students joining the program 
every year. With an emphasis on the theory and history of aesthetics and on media 
theory, our graduate program attracts more and more applicants who want to benefit 
from the expertise of departmental faculty and faculty members in related fields such 
as Comparative Literature, Modern Culture and Media, Music or Theatre Arts.  

 
Although the coming year will bring many new challenges, I am looking forward to a 
time of exciting new opportunities and continuing success in teaching and scholarship 
and I invite you to participate, in one way or another, in the voyage that lays ahead. 
 

Thomas W. Kniesche, Chair 
Department of German Studies 

Brown University 
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Spotlight on Faculty 

 
Susan Bernstein works in German, French, and 
English and American literature of the 18th 
through 20th centuries. Her interests include 
literary theory and western aesthetics, philosophy 
and literature, literature and the arts (specifically 
music and architecture), lyric poetry in the 
European tradition, the Bildungsroman, 
Romanticism, phenomenology and poetry, and 
topics such as the uncanny, irony, and Romantic 

genre theory. Bernstein studied at the Johns Hopkins University, Yale 
and Berkeley, and in Berlin and Paris. She has published articles on 
Nietzsche, Kant, Heine, Shelley and others and is the author of two 
books: Virtuosity of the Nineteenth Century: Performing Music and Language 
in Heine, Liszt and Baudelaire (Stanford, 1998) and Housing Problems: 
Writing and Architecture in Goethe, Walpole, Freud, and Heidegger (Stanford, 
2008). She began teaching at Brown in 1989 and is currently chair of 
the Department of Comparative Literature. 
 

Aminia Brueggemann has continued her 
work on the òTimeline Projectó that began as a 
Brown Instructional Technology grant last 
summer. This fall, she also participated in an Oral 
Proficiency Testing workshop in Washington, DC 
and in a seminar on òAutonomes Lernenó at the 
Goethe-Institut Boston.  Recently, Pro-
fessor Brueggemann has been teaching German 
0110 (Intensive Beginning German) and German 
500 (Contemporary German Literature and Film 

after 1945). While pursuing her interest in the concept of the 
computer as narrative voice in postmodern German 
fiction, Professor Brueggemann has been helping with securing funds 
for interdisciplinary conferences and workshops sponsored by the 
German Studies department. 
 

 

Aminia 
Brueggemann  

Susan Bernstein  
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Spotlight on Faculty 

 

In 2008 Professor Emeritus William Crossgrove 
continued as Administrative Director of the 
George A. and Eliza Gardner Howard Foundation 
(www.Brown.edu/Howard _Foundation). He also 
wrote several reviews on medieval topics for H-
GERMAN, the German History discussion group 
of H-NET (www.h-net.org: the Humanities and 
Social Sciences Online). In February he spoke on 
òGelbfieber und ein deutscher Pesttraktat in der 

amerikanischen Hauptstadtó at a colloquium sponsored by the 
Middle High German Dictionary at the Academy of Sciences in 
Göttingen on the occasion of the retirement of Bernhard Schnell. 
 
 

Katherine Goodmanõs article on Kleistõs enigmatic 
novella, Die Marquise von O. . . will appear in 
December 2008 in Deutsche Vierteljahresschrift für 
Literaturwissenschaft und Geistesgeschichte..  Her edition 
of original correspondence between Luise 
Gottsched, Johann Christoph Gottsched and 
Charlotte Sophie Countess Bentinck will appear in 
early 2009.  These letters bring surprising new 
perspectives to the biography of the most famous 

woman intellectual of the German enlightenment, Luise Gottsched.  
Professor Goodman continues her work on the comedies of Luise 
Gottsched and the biography of Countess Bentinck. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Katherine 
Goodman  

William  
Crossgrove  

http://www.brown.edu/Howard


  
Department of German Studies |Newsletter | 4 

 

Spotlight on Faculty 

 
Lara Kelingos was a Visiting Assistant Professor 
in the German Studies department for Fall 2008.  
After completing her Ph.D. in German Studies at 
Cornell University in January 2007, she was the 
Nancy L. Buc Postdoctoral Fellow in Brownõs 
Pembroke Center for Teaching and Research on 
Women for the 2007-2008 fellowship year as part 
of the research seminar òQuestions on Identity in 

Psychoanalysis.ó  Lara gave two papers at Brown 
this year, one on sexual identification in Christa 

Wolfõs Patterns of Childhood (at the conference òFascism, Nazism, and 
Sexuality,ó February 2008); and one on spectral narration in Uwe 
Johnsonõs Anniversaries (part of the German Studies departmentõs Fall 
Colloquium Series).  Lara is revising her dissertation for publication, a 
project that situates these two novels by Wolf and Johnson in 
discourses of mourning, melancholia, and coming to terms with the 
Nazi past in postwar Germany. 
 
 

Thomas W. Kniesche published Projektionen von 
Amerika. Die USA in der deutsch-jüdischen Literatur des 
20. Jahrhunderts (Bielefeld: Aisthesis). The book 
covers texts on (North-) America by authors from 
Kafka to Joseph Roth and from Grete Weil to 
Maxim Biller and contrasts literary writing on the 
US by German-Jewish authors before and after the 
Holocaust.  
In his article on Holocaust humor, òHilsenrathõs 
Humor,ó published in a Festschrift for Paul-Michael 
Lützeler, he discusses concepts of humor and 
òlightheartednessó put forth by Heinrich Böll and 

Theodor W. Adorno, and employs them to shed light on the uses of 
humor in Edgar Hilsenrathõs novel Brodskys Geständnis. 
 
 
 

Lara Kelingos  

Thomas  
Kniesche  
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Spotlight on Faculty 

 
In 2008 Kevin McLaughlin published a 
substantial article on Matthew Arnold in the 
leading journal in his field of English literature, 
Victorian Studies.  This article is a version of a 
chapter in his book in progress, tentatively entitled 
òPoetic Force,ó which focuses on the poetry of 
Friedrich Hölderlin, Charles Baudelaire, and 
Matthew Arnold.  While making good progress on 
this project, he also continued to work on a 
collection of essays on the literary and cultural 
criticism of the twentieth-century German-Jewish 

literary and cultural critic, Walter Benjamin.  In the course of 2008 he 
delivered three papers, two of which are drawn from chapters of his 
book project on poetic force and another related to his work on 
Benjamin.  He also conducted two seminars drawn from the 
Benjamin project.  The papers included: 1) a paper presented at a 
colloquium in memory of the French philosopher, Philippe Lacoue-
Labarthe, at New York University in the late spring outlining the 
main thesis of my project; 2) the Fred Garrigus Holloway Annual 
Lecture McDaniel College (Westminster, Maryland) for which he 
read a version of the final chapter of his book dealing with Matthew 
Arnold; and 3) a paper delivered in Tunisia developing some of 
Benjaminõs reflections on progress and history in the context of a 
reading of Gustave Flaubertõs historical novel, Salammbô.  The two 
seminars on the implications of Walter Benjaminõs cultural criticism 
for architectural theory were conducted in October at Cooper Union 
at the invitation of the Dean of the School of Architecture.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

Kevin 
McLaughlin  
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Spotlight on Faculty 

 

Carol Poore published Disability in Twentieth-
Century German Culture (Ann Arbor: University of 
Michigan Press, 2007), a groundbreaking 
exploration of disability in German culture from 
the Weimar Republic to present-day reunified 
Germany. Richly illustrated, wide-ranging, and 
accessible, this book gives students, scholars, and 
all those interested in disability studies, German 
studies, visual culture, Nazi history, and bioethics 

an opportunity to explore controversial questions of individuality, 
normalcy, citizenship, and morality.  Professor Poore received the 
DAAD Book Prize of the German Studies Association, 2008, for 
books published in 2006 and 2007 and her recent book won the 
Aldo and Jeanne Scaglione Prize for Studies in Germanic 
Languages and Literatures of the Modern language Association in 
2008. 

 

Zachary Sng received the John Rowe Workman 
Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching 
in the Humanities in 2008. He was also awarded a 
Wayland Collegium Curricular Development Grant 
to design a new course called òSites of Memory,ó 
and spent the summer in Germany working with 
undergraduate research assistant, Agnes Bezeczky, 
gathering material for the class. In June and July, he 
was a guest at the Network for Transatlantic 
Cooperation at the University of Konstanz, where 

he presented his work on a new research project examining 
moderation, mediocrity, and mediation in the eighteenth century. In 
addition, he has published articles and given conference presentations 
this year on topics such as metaphor theory, Kleistõs Penthesilea, and 
Kantõs Critique of Judgment. 

 

Zachary Sng  

Carol Poore  
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Spotlight on Faculty 

 

In 2008, Roberto Simanowski published Digitale 
Medien in der Erlebnisgesellschaft. Kultur ð Kunst ð 
Utopie with Rowohlt and submitted his monograph 
Reading Digital Arts. In-Depth-Analysis and Historic 
Contextualization to the University of Minnesota 
Press (to be published in 2009). In fall Roberto was 
on sabbatical to finish his monograph Ereignis und 
Bedeutung in digitaler Kunst. Prozessualität ð 
Transformation ð Spektakel  and to edit, together with 
two colleagues from Germany, the collection of 
essays Reading Moving Letters: Digital Literature in 

Research and Teaching. A Handbook. Roberto published the essay Die 
Zukunft der digitalen Literatur  in: Networx 53: Web X.0. Das Internet in 10 
Jahren. In September he gave a lecture at the conference Intermedial 
Literature: Concerning Image, Sound and Word in Contemporary Literature at 
Cornell University and two lectures at the Goethe-Institut Boston. In 
November Roberto gave a lecture at the conference Beyond the Screen. 
Transformations of Literary Structures, Interfaces and Genres at the 
University of Siegen (Germany) and a lecture at Fribourg University 
(Switzerland). Roberto also edited issue 38 of www.dichtung-
digital.org. 

 
Jane Sokolosky was pleased to work with Ellen 
Wong (ô10) this summer in an UTRA-funded 
collaborative project devoted to preparing materials 
for intermediate German classes.  She recently 
returned from the 2008 ACTFL (American Council 
on the Teaching of Foreign Languages) conference 

where she presented the paper òUsing Blogs to 
Encourage Writing in the Language Classroomó.  

For the fall semester 2008, Professor Sokolosky serves as the 
concentration advisor, a first-year advisor, the study abroad advisor 
and the faculty advisor to the German Club.  

 

Roberto 
Simanowski  

Jane  
Sokolosky  

http://www.dichtung-digital.org/
http://www.dichtung-digital.org/
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Spotlight on Graduate Students 

 
Nicole Bräuer holds an M.A. in Romantic and 
South-East Asian Studies from Humboldt-
Universität zu Berlin and University of London. 
After working at Goethe-Institut Jakarta, Indonesia, 
as a German language teacher and at Daimler-
Chrysler in Berlin she is currently pursuing a 
second M.A. degree in German as a Foreign 
Language at Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin. At 
Brown, Nicole teaches German to undergraduates. 
Furthermore, she conducts research about chunking 

as a strategy in language acquisition and teaching. 
 

Katrin Dettmer served as the German Depart-
mentõs liaison for the conference Fascism, Nazism, 
and Sexuality, a joint workshop of the Departments 
of Italian Studies and German Studies, held on 23 
February 2008. Katrin has also been coordinating 
the GDR Film Series during the fall semester as 
well as the spring semesterõs film series. Indulging in 
her passion for theater, Katrin was the dramaturg 

for the Brown University Theater production of Heiner Müllerõs 
Hamletmaschine, directed by José Enrique Macián, which was 
performed to a capacity crowd from 21 February to 24 February 
2008. 

Ulrike Küchler recently completed her M.A. 
degree in Comparative Literature, Philosophy and 
American Studies at the Eberhard-Karls University 
Tübingen where she continued her studies after 
having spent the basic study period (equivalent to 
Bachelor) at the University of Potsdam.  Her 

Masters Thesis dealt with androids in the literature 
of the 18th and 19th century and was called: 
òSchnittstelle Mensch: menschliche Automaten und 

Maschinen-Darstellungen in der Literatur des  18. und 19. 
Jahrhunderts.ó  In the course of her studies Ulrike concentrated on 
the European Enlightenment, Gothic Fiction in Romanticism, Media  

Katrin Dettmer  

Nicole Bräuer  

Ulrike Küchler  
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Spotlight on Graduate Students 

 
(Küchler continued) Theory, and the relation of globalization and 
intercultural dialogue. During her time at Brown Ulrike would like to 
deepen her studies of androids, machines and robots in literature - 
from their first appearance in literature to date - to create a basis to 
start her work on her doctoral.  

 
Silja Maehl holds a M.A. in German Literature, 
Philosophy & Journalism/ Communication Studies. 
She has studied at the Humboldt-Universität Berlin, 
the Freie Universität Berlin and at the Université 
Lumière Lyon 2. Her Masters Thesis was called 
òThe Unsaid and the Unsayable. Communication 
Breakdowns and Silence in selected plays of Arthur 
Schnitzleró (òDas Ungesagte und das Unsagbare. 
Kommuni-kationsstörungen und Schweigen in 

ausgewählten Dramen von Arthur Schnitzleró). During her studies 
she was especially interested in the works of Friedrich Schiller, E. T. 
A. Hoffmann, Ingeborg Bachmann and W. G. Sebald as well as in 
aesthetics and language philosophy. At Brown, Silja continues to 
work on the turn of the century, the so-called Wiener Moderne. 
 

 
 

Prior to joining Brown, Michael Powers spent time 
studying at the Universität Kassel, Universität Leipzig 
and New College of Florida, from where he obtained 
his B.A. in German Studies. His stay in Leipzig also 
afforded him teaching experience at a German high 
school (Gymnasium). His main areas of academic 
interest include the socialist movement, aesthetic 

theory and media theory, with an emphasis on photography and film. 
Some of his favorite writers include Heinrich von Kleist, Theodor 
Storm, Gottfried Benn, Erich Kästner, and Heinrich Böll. 

Michael Powers  

Silja Maehl  
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 German Studies Sponsored  Events   

 

 

In the Fall of 2008, the department organized a lecture series under 

the title: òGerman Studies and the Humanities: New Directions,ó co-

sponsored by the Departments of English, Comparative Literature, 

Modern Culture and Media, History, Religious Studies, the Program 

in Judaic Studies, the Pembroke Center for Teaching and Research of 

Woman, and the Cogut Center for the Humanities. We invited a 

group of eminent scholars from major research universities to share 

their visions for the field of German Studies by discussing specific 

topics in the areas of literature, philosophy, and theory. The lectures 

created a lot of attention on campus, particularly among 

undergraduate and graduate students and we were very happy with 

the way they created an atmosphere of intense discussion and 

engagement. 
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Spotlight on Sponsored  Events   

SPRING 2008 

 Feb. 1  Talk-  òthis is my theory-friendly everyday life. It is intense 
and it is gradually becoming capable of theory! ... and not that art shit 
or shit like that!ó René Pollesch and the Politics of Virtuosity on 
German Stages, Bettina Brandl-Risi. 
 
Feb. 21-24  Senior Showcase- Hamletmachine, by Heiner Müller, in 
a new translation by Katrin Dettmer and J.E. Macián, Directed by 
José Enrique Macián. 
 
Feb. 23  Conference- Fascism, Nazism and Sexuality.   
 
March 13-14  Conference- The Cogut Center presents òWAGNER 
and SCANDAL-A Rigorous Conversation with Music and Dramaó. 
 
March 18  Colloquium-  òOpera in Performance - In Search of 
New Analytical Approachesó Prof. Dr. Clemens Risi, Max Kade 
Visiting Professor of German Studies and Music colloquium. 
 
March 20  Guest speaker- Robert Sollich, dramaturg, to visit 
Clemens Risiõs GRMN1660X: Richard Wagnerõs Theater course.  
 
 April 4  Lecture- Soccer and German Patriotism: From the 1954 
Miracle to a òSummerõs Tale,ó Jochen Vogt, (2006). 
 
April 15  Colloquium- òShaping Crisis, Shaping Religion: Thinking 
Social Form in Schleiermacherõs ôSpeeches,õó Thomas Bäumler. 
 
April 18  German Club- Fußballtag followed by a screening of the 
final game of World Cup ô74. 
 
Apr 29  German Club- Kabarettabend, 3rd annual German 
Department Talent Show. 
   
May 1  Grillfest. 
 
May 5  ǃǔǀ Induction Ceremony. 
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Spotlight on Sponsored  Events   

 

FALL 2008 

Sept. 16  Lecture Series- German Studies and the Humanities: New 

Directions, Elisabeth Weber, òôTorture was the essence of National 

Socialism:õ Reading Jean Améry Today.ó 

 

Sept. 23  Lecture Series -  Eating Text: The Life of Words as 

Image, Sound and Action, - Professor Roberto Simanowski @ 

Goethe-Institut Boston. 

 

Sept. 30  Lecture-   Digitale Medien in der Erlebnisgesellschaft. 

Kunst ð Kultur ð Utopie, Professor Roberto Simanowski @ Goethe- 

Institut Boston.  

 

Oct. 7   Reading, Jan Wagner, German poet and translator of 

Anglo-American poetry.  

 

Oct. 23  Lecture Series - German Studies and the Humanities: New 

Directions, Lutz Koepnick, òBenjamin in the Age of New Mediaó. 

 

Oct.  30  Lecture Series - German Studies and the Humanities: New 

Directions, Stefan Andriopoulos, òPhantasmagoria: Specters of 

Kantó. 

 

Nov. 11  Lecture Series -German Studies and the Humanities: New 

Directions, Peter Fenves, òKant and the Idea of ôOther Human 

Beings of a Different Species (Race).õó 

 

Dec.  4  Colloquium-  òComing to Terms with the Ghost:  Spectral 

Narration in Uwe Johnsonõs Jahrestageó by Prof. Lara Kelingos.  
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Max Kade Visiting Professor 
Clemens Risi 

SPRING 2008  

Professor Clemens Risi was our second Max Kade 
Visiting Professor.  He comes to us from the 
Institute for Theater Arts at the Free University in 
Berlin. He is a member of the Free Universityõs 
program, Cultures of Performativity, and 

specializes in the performance of music.  Prof. Risi taught in the 
Department of German Studies and the Department of Music.  
He taught two courses and participated in the Cogut Center for 
the Humanitiesõ Wagner and Scandal Symposium. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRMN1660X, Richard Wagnerõs Theater. A seminar 
exploring Richard Wagnerõs importance to 19th century 
theater history. Proceeding from an understanding of the 
state of opera in 19th-century Germany, France and Italy, this 
seminar  ponders to what extent Wagnerõs influence can be 
considered ground-breaking.  Read and talk about Wagnerõs 
own writings, among others his texts about music drama, 
about singers and actors, about staging, about architecture, 
his ideas on the Bayreuth Festspielhaus, and about the 
concept of òGesamtkunstwerkó. Read, listen to, and watch 
some of his operas and music dramas, among others 
òLohengrinó and the tetralogy òDer Ring des Nibelungenó 
as well as works by predecessors and contemporary 
composers (Rossini, Bellini, Weber, Meyerbeer). 

MUSC1640B, Performance Analysis and Opera.  An 
advanced seminar dealing with critical, historical and 
aesthetic questions surrounding opera as a genre. Topics, 
which will vary from semester to semester, include: the 
social meaning of opera; staging and its vicissitudes; 
opera critics and criticism; music as spectacle; voices and 
vocalists; opera on film.  

 

Clemens Risi  

http://www.geisteswissenschaften.fu-berlin.de/we07/index.html
http://www.geisteswissenschaften.fu-berlin.de/we07/index.html
http://www.geisteswissenschaften.fu-berlin.de/we07/index.html
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German Club 

 

The German Club was pleased to host the first annual 
Fußballtag last spring. Faculty members and students showed 
out in full-force ready to play a game of soccer on the side lawn. 
The score? Unentschieden!  After the game, everyone gathered in 
the library to watch the historic 1974 WorldCup game Germany 
vs. Holland. Guess who won that one?! Kabarettabend was a big 
hit this past April. We had wonderful musical performances and 
skits performed by the undergraduates. 
And our visiting teaching assistant from 
Tübingen, Alfred Stumm, performed an 
entertaining Loriot sketch with Professor 
Sokolosky (who jumped in when graduate 
student Katrin Dettmer was suddenly taken 
ill). This fall we gathered outside again to 
celebrate Oktoberfest. We are thankful for 
the authentic pair of Lederhosen recently 
donated to the department. Tristan Hale, a 
brave undergraduate student who will be 
participating in our study abroad program 
in Germany this coming spring, was seen 
wearing the Lederhosen alongside our 
fearless co-president, Alex Schultz, who arrived in a dirndl.  
                                                         
                                                          submitted by Alex Schultz, Co-President   

Alex Schultz and  
Tristan Hale  

 


