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CLAS 0210 Sport in the Ancient Greek World

SPORT IN HOMER 

[CLASS #3]

THE FUNERAL GAMES FOR PATROKLOS 

IN BOOK 23 OF THE ILIAD
Possible Prizes:  cauldrons, tripods, horses, mules, cattle, women, iron (in order).

1.
Chariot Race:


1st place
1 woman and 1 tripod
Diomedes


2nd place
6-year-old unbroken mare
Antilochos



carrying unborn mule foal


3rd place
1 new cauldron
Menelaos


4th place
2 gold talents
Meriones


5th place
1 new two-handled bowl
Original prize given to


Nestor when Eumelos is

given the special prize




of a bronze corselet




overlaid with tin.

(a)
Nestor advises his son Antilochos on strategy.

(b)
Athena's aid to Diomedes in competition with Eumelos.

(c)
Antilochos plays "chicken" with Menelaos.

(d)
Idomeneus and Ajax the son of Oileus squabble in the stands.

(e)
Antilochos protests Achilles' suggestion that second prize should be awarded to Eumelos; Achilles relents.

(f)
Menelaos protests Antilochos' foul during the race; Antilochos gives way, but then Menelaos relents.

(g)
Award of last prize to Nestor, now too old to compete; Nestor recalls his own victories in the funeral games for Amarynkeus years before.

[NB: Eumelos the specialist loses; Diomedes wins thanks to Athena.]

2.
Boxing:


1st place
6-year-old mule
Epeios


2nd place
1 two-handled goblet
Euryalos

[NB: No contest - Epeios the specialist wins easily.]

3.
Wrestling:


1st place
1 large tripod = 12 oxen


2nd place
1 woman = 4 oxen

[NB: Contest between Ajax, son of Telamon, and Odysseus stopped; prizes shared.]

4.
Foot-race:


1st place
1 silver mixing bowl
Odysseus


2nd place
1 large fat ox
Ajax, son of Oileus


3rd place
1/2 talent gold
Antilochos

[NB: Odysseus is helped by Athena to defeat Ajax. By praising his elders and Achilles, the host of the games, Antilochos adds an extra half-talent of gold to his prize.]

5.
Single Combat:


Victory
1 silver-studded sword
Diomedes


Shared prize
Spear, shield, and helmet of
Diomedes and Ajax, son of 



Sarpedon; dinner with Achilles.
Telamon

[NB: Though the fight is stopped, Diomedes is awarded the victory over Telamonian Ajax by Achilles.]

6.
Weight-throw:


1st prize
The lump of pig-iron being thrown
Polypoites

[NB: Polypoites the specialist comes in first, then Ajax, son of Telamon, and then Leonteus and Epeios.]

7.
Archery:


1st prize
10 double-bladed axes of iron
Meriones


2nd prize
10 single-bladed axes of iron
Teukros

[NB: Victory is won by the hero who remembered to vow a sacrifice to Apollo, the god of archery.]

8.
Spear-throwing:


1st prize
1 relief-decorated cauldron
Agamemnon


2nd prize
1 spear
Meriones

[NB: The prize is awarded without contest to Agamemnon, the supreme commander of the Greek forces at Troy.]

THE GAMES IN PHAEACIA IN BOOK 8 OF THE ODYSSEY
Contests and Winners:


Running (Klytoneus)


Wrestling (Euryalos)


Jumping (Amphialos)


Discus (Elatreus)


Boxing (Laodamas)

Odysseus' Victories

Victory in discus.


Unanswered challenges in boxing, wrestling, foot-racing, archery, and spear-throwing.



