CLAS 0210: Sport in the Ancient Greek World

March 19, 2010: Class 23 (What happened if you won?)

Some Major Developments in Greek Art of Particular 

Relevance in the Context of the Study of Athletics
(1)
First recorded victor statues (Pausanias VI.18,7): Praxidamas of Aegina (544 B.C.; boxer; cypress wood) and Rexiboios of Opous (536 B.C.; pankratiast; fig wood).

(2)
Introduction of Red-figure vase-painting ca. 530/525 B.C.: new emphasis in Greek art on scenes of daily life (including illustrations of athletics); new interest among artists in depicting torsion and in foreshortening to suggest depth.

(3)
Introduction of large-scale sculpture in the round in metal (typically bronze) ca. 550/525 B.C.: makes possible new poses (through higher tensile strength of material) and lasting color effects (by means of inlays using other metals, shell, bone, etc.).

(4)
Construction of first palestras and gymnasia ca. 550/525 B.C.:  makes possible observation of athletic poses by leading artists of the period.

(5)
First preserved victor statues (Delphi Charioteer, 477 B.C.; Classical Diskobolos [Discus-thrower] of Myron, ca. 450 B.C.); influence (480-450) of athletic poses on cult statues (Zeus of Artemision, 460 B.C.; Temple of Zeus at Olympia (470-456 B.C.).

(6)
Establishment of the canon of Polykleitos (450/440 B.C.);  Doryphoros, or Spear-carrier (450-440), Diadoumenos, or victor tying fillet around head (440-430 B.C.). In addition to a canon of bodily proportions, an emphasis on chiastic balance between tensed and at-rest portions of the body throughout a figure.

(7)
Lysippos (Agias, 337 B.C.;  Apoxyomenos, or scraper, ca. 320 B.C.).  Three-dimensionality ca. 330/320 B.C.: poses for the first time designed to be viewed with equal interest and satisfaction from all angles.

(8)
Hellenistic period (ca. 300-100 B.C.):  introduction of realism and mannerism (e.g., Olympia boxer; Artemision horse and jockey). 

