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•
The purpose of this internet-based assignment is to read with care one of Pindar’s “praise” poems extolling victories in the Games at Olympia, and to use the search capabilities of Perseus to explore the poem’s background and sometimes obscure allusions.  

•
Access Perseus on the Internet at http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/.  [Hint: Google on Perseus to locate alternative mirror-sites, if this one is temporarily unavailable.] If you have not already visited Perseus, point-and-click to explore the various resources and tools available to you.  There is an on-line tutorial for newcomers.

•
Click on “Collections/Texts” and then select “Greek and Roman Materials” to locate texts of ancient Greek authors translated into English. Choose “Pindar.”  Pindar wrote poems about victors at all four of the “Crown” Games—called Olympians, Pythians, Nemeans, and Isthmians.  Locate Olympian 1. 

•
Read the poem (about 120 lines) in its entirety and try to grasp what its subject matter is.  You will see that certain words are highlighted (in strophe [verse] 1, for instance, Olympia, Cronos, and Hieron). Clicking on these words will take you to other parts of Perseus that should provide more information. [For instance: clicking on “Hieron” will invite you to inspect a wide variety of other information under “Art Objects”, “Images”, “Reference articles”, “Text sections”, etc.].   N.B. If you wish to read the poem in a more traditional format, a copy of Pindar’s poems is on the reserve shelf in the Joukowsky Institute.

•
YOUR ASSIGNMENT:  Once you have read this poem and gained some familiarity with Perseus, answer these questions in your own words, using Perseus wherever possible:


(A)  Write a synopsis of the poem’s subject-matter, about 100-150 words in length.


(B)  Look up any place-name or region mentioned in the poem, and find it on one of Perseus’s maps (or elsewhere, if you prefer). Print out this map and attach it to your answers.


(C)  For whose victory in which race was this poem written?  Write a few sentences about this man and the city from which he came, indicating where in Perseus (or elsewhere) you located information.


(D)  Who were Pelops, Hippodameia, and Oenomaus (lines 70 and following), what is their connection with the festival and games at Olympia, and where could a representation of them have been seen at Olympia?  In addition, print out any image from Perseus (or elsewhere, if you prefer) of a vase-painting or sculpture depicting any of these individuals.


(E)  Find out from Perseus when and where Pindar lived, and which of his writings survive. 

•
Your answers should be printed, with pages stapled together.

•
Write your name at the top. 

•
This assignment is due on Monday 22 March.

