CLAS 0210

Sport in the Ancient Greek World

Spring Semester 2010

Mid-term Take-home Essay Questions
Please write an essay of 1000-1200 words (about 3-4 pages, 12-point font double-spaced) on one of the following topics. You are encouraged to use all relevant class notes, textbook readings, and wiki website content. Additional library research is not expected, but you may find it helpful to access some of the websites listed on the class syllabus. When writing your essay, be sure to reference any specific published or internet sources you may have used (but there’s no need to cite class lectures or powerpoints).

Due: Monday 15th March, in class.

1.
Discuss the concept of arete and the range of meaning it carries.  Why is it “inextricably connected to the athletics of ancient Greece” (Miller)?  Having read a number of passages by ancient Greek writers that use the word, cite examples which you think illustrate its meaning(s) especially clearly.

2.
Imagine that it is the late fifth century B.C., you live in a Greek city in southern Italy, and you are competing in the pentathlon at Olympia and at one of the other three Crown Games.  What differences between the two Games would you likely experience, in terms of logistical and practical matters (e.g., how did you get there? where did you stay and train? where were events held?), as well as overall atmosphere and setting.

3.
Using the images you have seen in class, the photographs in the course textbooks, and additional images available via websites on ancient Greek sport (see URLs on the class syllabus), discuss the value of black- and red-figure Greek vase-paintings for the study of ancient athletics.  What sorts of evidence do they provide that would otherwise be unavailable?  What do you think some of the difficulties might be in “reading” and interpreting these images? (Provide some specific examples.)
