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Figure 1. Wide Awake Mine, as seen in thq
larger context of Northern California. Imag
credit to Google Earth.
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Spring in California is a beautiful time to go

all the more vibrant in comparison to ttaevny
goldenrbrownpalettethat dominatefater in the

season.Those wanting to get out and see this

trips are possibleAs | have always enjoyed the
outdoors, it is not surprising that during my spring

break | took the chance to go hiking and take

Onc e

hiking. Heading into the Coast Range, one will see
hillsides covered in golden poppies, flowering trees in

purples and pink and everywhere fresh green grass,

beautiful season have many opportunities to do so
ranging from scenic dres with frequent vista points

to wilderness areas where long camping or kayaking

advantage of this wondeitfseason.However, this time my purpose was more than to simply

enjoy the springtimé | was also seeking

the Wide Awake Mimmae of dozens dfarely

remembered mercury miascattered throughout Californighich now has been effectively

noroperationafor more thara century.

| first heard about the Wide Awak{ - 886, %2

Mine from a neighbor, Radst Thayer.
Rob is a California nativea former
Professor of Landscape Architecture at
University of California, Davisandan
outdoor enthusiastDuring his timeas a
professor, h@articipatedn the UC Davis

PutahCache Bioregion Project, which
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Figure 2. Topographic Map of the area surrounding Wide

Awake Mine. The mine is marked with a red dot. Alsota
the other mineé the aredqall abandonedand the hot
springs. Imagecredit to Google maps and USGS.







