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RELS0110: Christianity 






 Sem. 2, 2009-10

Department of Religious Studies





Prof. Harvey

Christianity
Instructor:  Professor Susan Harvey




Office:  Shirley Miller House 304, 59 George St.



tel. x3-3572 (o);  x3-3104 (messages);  726-0686 (home)


email: Susan_Harvey@Brown.edu




Office Hours:  Fridays, 9:00-10:30, and by appt.



Teaching Assistants:  Heidi Wendt and Stephen Young

Office:  Steiger House, 59 George St.

tel.:  x3-3107;  x3-3104 (messages)

email: Heidi_Wendt@Brown.edu, Stephen_Young@Brown.edu
Office Hours:  TBA and by appt.

Description:  A historical survey of Christianity from its foundations to the present, tracing its development into three main branches, Orthodox, Catholic, and Protestant.  Readings from a variety of Christian "classics" will accompany the survey, pursuing the theme of how - in different times, places, and circumstances - Christians have understood their relation to the divine and to the world in which that relationship is located.

Required Books (available at Brown University Bookstore, AND ALSO on reserve in the Rockefeller Library):

Augustine, Confessions.

Symeon the New Theologian, On the Mystical Life.
Julian of Norwich, Revelations of Divine Love.

Martin Luther, Christian Liberty.

Dorothy Day, The Long Loneliness.

Martin Luther King, Jr., Strength to Love.

Randall Balmer, Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory.

Dorothee Soelle, Against the Wind:  Memoir of a Radical Christian.
Other Required Readings:  Readings in the syllabus marked “OCRA” are available to you at the course reserve website: http://dl.lib.brown.edu/reserves/.  The class password for RELS0110 is:  Christianity.  

A Bible (any current scholarly translation: Revised Standard Version, New Revised Standard Version, New English Bible, New International Version, Catholic Standard).  Copies are available in the Brown Bookstore;  there is also one on reserve at the Rock.  Check with the instructors if you are unsure about what to read.

Course Requirements:

1.  Careful reading of the assignments;  thoughtful participation in class and discussion sections.  Attendance is taken at every lecture and discussion section meeting and is factored into the grading.

2.  Two papers, 5-7 pp. double spaced (approx. 2000 words);  two take-home exams.  Your final grade will depend on the averaging of these four grades, as well as participation in discussion sections.  The papers and exams will be based on the class readings.

Course Plan and Assignments:

ALL  READINGS GIVEN ARE REQUIRED FOR THE DATE SHOWN.  All readings for this course are available on reserve at the Rockefeller Library or on OCRA.

1/27

Introduction

1/29

The Story


Frankiel, Christianity, pp. 1-5  (OCRA)



New Testament:  

The Gospel of Mark (entire)




The Gospel of Luke, chs. 1-2;  24.




The Gospel of Matthew, chs. 1-2; 28.




The Gospel of John, chs. 1;  20-21.

2/1

Telling the Story

Richard Horsley, “Jesus Movements and the Renewal of Israel,” People’s History of Christianity, Vol. 1: Christian Origins, ed. Richard Horsley (Minneapolis: Fortress, 2005), pp. 22-46 (OCRA).

Frankiel, Christianity, pp. 6-12  (OCRA).



New Testament: The Acts of the Apostles.

2/3

Hearing the Story

Carolyn Osiek “Family Matters,” People’s History of Christianity, Vol. 1: Christian Origins, ed. Richard Horsley (Minneapolis: Fortress, 2005), pp. 201-20. (OCRA)
New Testament: 

 1 Thessalonians




1 Corinthians




Philippians

2/5

DISCUSSION SECTIONS:  Problems of Place and Time



New Testament:

1 Timothy




2 Timothy




James




Revelations 21-22

2/8

Seeking  God



Frankiel, Christianity, pp. 13-20.  (OCRA)


Augustine, Confessions, Intro., Bks. 1-2 (pp. ix-xxvi, 3-34).

2/10

Finding  Christianity



Augustine, Confessions, Bks. 3-5 (pp. 35-89).


***Paper 1 assigned;  due Thursday Feb. 18***

2/12

DISCUSSION SECTIONS:  Finding the Self



Augustine, Confessions, Bks. 6, 8-9 (pp. 90-110, 133-178).

2/15

Making the Christian Body




Frankiel, “Structures of the Christian Life,” Christianity, pp. 57-89.  (OCRA)



John Chrysostom, Homily 2 on Baptism (The Second Instruction) (OCRA)



Cyril of Jerusalem, Mystagogical Lectures 1-5 (OCRA)

2/17

Symbol and Reality



Frankiel, Christianity, pp. 20-28.  (OCRA)


G. Downey, “Empire and Body of Christ:  the Divine Liturgy.”  (OCRA)


D. Anderson, John of Damascus, On the Divine Images, pp. 7-49 (OCRA).

***Paper 1 due Thursday Feb. 18, by 4:00 p.m. ***

2/19

DISCUSSION SECTIONS:  Ritual and Meaning


D. Anderson, John of Damascus, On the Divine Images, pp. 50-70 (OCRA).

2/22

***no class – long weekend***
2/24

Experiencing God (i)

C. J. DeCantanzaro, Symeon the New Theologian, Discourse 22; and Discourse 26, pp. 243-53, 274-83 (OCRA)



Symeon the New Theologian, On the Mystical Life, Intro.  (pp. 7-15).
Symeon the New Theologian, On the Mystical Life, First Ethical Discourse (pp. 17-80).

2/26

DISCUSSION SECTIONS:  Knowing God (i)

Symeon the New Theologian, On the Mystical Life, Fourteenth Ethical Discourse (pp. 171-81).

Gregory Palamas, Triads, in Readings in World Christian History, Vol. 1: Earliest Christianity to 1453, ed. J.W. Coakley and A. Sterk, (Maryknoll, NY:  Orbis Books, 2004), pp. 402-10 (OCRA).

3/1

Experiencing God (ii)



Frankiel, Christianity, 28-39. (OCRA)

Diana Webb, “Domestic Religion,” in People’s History of Christianity, Vol. 4: Medieval Christianity, ed. Daniel Bornstein (Minneapolis: Fortress, 2009), pp. 303-28.  (OCRA)

Julian of Norwich, Revelations, pp. vii-xxxiii.
3/3

Encountering God



Julian of Norwich, Revelations, pp. 39-110.

3/5

DISCUSSION SECTIONS:  Knowing God (ii)


Julian of Norwich, Revelations, pp. 111-180.

3/8

Another Route:  the Silk Road

“New Challenges, New Beginnings, 600-1000,” in History of the World Christian Movement, Vol. 1:  Earliest Christianity to 1453, ed. Dale T. Irvin and Scott W. Sunquist (Maryknoll, NY:  Orbis Books, 2001), pp. 257-99. (OCRA) 

“Expansion of the Christian Movement in India, Central Asia, and China,” in History of the World Christian Movement, Vol. 1:  Earliest Christianity to 1453, ed. Dale T. Irvin and Scott W. Sunquist (Maryknoll, NY:  Orbis Books, 2001), pp. 305-22.  (OCRA)

 “Early Medieval Christianity in Asia,” in Readings in World Christian History, Vol. 1: Earliest Christianity to 1453, ed. J.W. Coakley and A. Sterk, (Maryknoll, NY:  Orbis Books, 2004), pp. 231-53. [Patr. Timothy I and the Caliph Madi;  Chinese Christian Sutras] (OCRA)

3/10

Forgotten Places

Philip Jenkins, “The End of Global Christianity”, in The Lost History of Christianity (San Francisco: HarperOne, 2008), pp. 1-44 (OCRA)

“Asian and African Christianity in the Late Middle Ages,” in Readings in World Christian History, Vol. 1: Earliest Christianity to 1453, ed. J.W. Coakley and A. Sterk, (Maryknoll, NY:  Orbis Books, 2004), pp. 373-95.  [Mar Yahbh Allaha and Rabban Sawma;  War Chronicle;  Kebra Nagast] (OCRA)
3/12

Take-home exam due (no class)

3/15

Individual and Institution



Frankiel, Christianity, 39-48. (OCRA)

Elsie McKee, “The Emergence of Lay Theologies,” People’s History of Christianity, Vol. 5: Reformation Christianity, ed. Peter Matheson (Minneapolis: Fortress, 2007), pp. 212-31  (OCRA).



Martin Luther, Christian Liberty.
3/17

Individual and Community



Frankiel, Christianity, 48-56  (OCRA)

Douglas Winiarski, “Religious Experience in New England,” People’s History of Christianity, Vol. 6: Modern Christianity, ed. Amanda Porterfield (Minneapolis: Fortress, 2007), pp. 208-32.  (OCRA)

Jonathan Edwards, The Great Awakening, Introduction (C. C. Goen), "Faithful  Narrative of a Surprising Work of God", pp. 1-56, 144-59 (OCRA)

3/19

DISCUSSION SECTIONS:  Public Accountability

Ava Chamberlain, “Domestic Piety in New England,” People’s History of Christianity, Vol. 6: Modern Christianity, ed. Amanda Porterfield (Minneapolis: Fortress, 2007), pp.  233-57.  (OCRA)
Jonathan Edwards, "A Faithful Narrative," pp. 159-211 (OCRA)

3/22

Individual and Society
Walter Rauschenbusch, Prayers of the Social Awakening (selections)  (OCRA)



C. De Swarte Gifford, "Women in Social Reform Movements"  (OCRA)

3/24

Individual and God

Reinhold Niebuhr, Leaves From the Notebook of a Tamed Cynic (excerpts)  OCRA)
Niebuhr, Moral Man and Immoral Society, intro., ch. 1, 2 (first half), 3 (pp. 1-35, 51-82) (OCRA)
3/26

DISCUSSION SECTIONS:  The Individual in the World



Niebuhr, Moral Man and Immoral Society, ch. 9-10 (pp. 231-278;  OCRA)

*****  3/29 – 4/2   NO CLASSES -  Spring break   *****
4/5

Crafting a Religious Life:  Searching


Dorothy Day, The Long Loneliness, pt. 1 (pp. 1-109)

4/7

The Cost of Commitment



Dorothy Day, The Long Loneliness, pt. 2 (pp. 113-166)


***Paper 2 assigned;  due Thursday 4/ 15***

4/9

DISCUSSION SECTIONS:   The Way of Integration



Dorothy Day, The Long Loneliness, pt. 3 (pp. 169-286)
4/12

Traditions as Resources

A. Raboteau, "African-Americans, Exodus, and the American Israel;"  

C. Townsend Gilkes, "The Politics of 'Silence':  Dual-Sex Political Systems and Women's Traditions of Conflist in African-American Religion,";  C. Carson, "Martin Luther King Jr., and the African-American Social Gospel." (OCRA),

4/14

The Moral Mandate



Martin Luther King, Jr., "Letter from a Birmingham Jail," "I Have a Dream," 




(OCRA)



King, Strength to Love, ch. 1-8 (pp. 1-86)



Paper 2 due Thursday 4/15 by 4:00p.m.

4/16

DISCUSSION SECTIONS:  Active Faith



King, Strength to Love, ch. 9-15 (pp. 87-154)

4/19

“Other” American Christians:  the Orthodox Diaspora

Paul Mojzes, “Orthodoxy under Communism,” in People’s History of Christianity, Vol. 7: Twentieth Century Global Christianity, ed. Mary Farrell Bednarowski (Minneapolis: Fortress, 2008), pp. 131-56.

Vigen Guroian, “The Problem of a Social Ethic:  Diaspora Reflections;” “Family and Christian Virtue:  Reflections on the Ecclesial Vision of John Chrysostom.”  (OCRA)

4/21

Seeking God:  individuals in society

Balmer, Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory, Prologue, and Chs. 1, 2, 4, 8 (pp. xv-xviii, 1-47, 71-91, 147-75).

4/23

Seeking God:  individuals and communities

Balmer, Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory, Chs. 9, 10, 16, 17, 18  (pp. 175-208, 293-334).

4/26

Denial, Claims, Hope :  Christians in a Larger World

Victoria Barnett, “Ordinary Christians and the Holocaust,” in People’s History of Christianity, Vol. 7: Twentieth Century Global Christianity, ed. Mary Farrell Bednarowski (Minneapolis: Fortress, 2008), pp. 265-79.  (OCRA)
Dorothee Soelle, Against the Wind, pp. 1-72.
4/28

The Open Future


Dorothee Soelle, Against the Wind, pp. 98-149, 165-8.

4/30

Looking Forward

Mary Farrell Bednarowski, “Multiplicity and Ambiguity,” in People’s History of Christianity, Vol. 7: Twentieth Century Global Christianity, ed. Mary Farrell Bednarowski (Minneapolis: Fortress, 2008), pp. 1-33.  (OCRA) 

Philip Jenkins, The Next Christendom: The Coming of Global Christianity (New York: Oxford University Press, 2002), 1-14, 211-20, 223-6, 257-8.  (OCRA) 
Take home exam due  Friday May 14 by 4:00 p.m.


