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ESTHER HERNÁNDEZ-MEDINA 
Department of Sociology, Box 1916 

Brown University 
Providence RI 02912 

Email: esther@brown.edu 
 
 
 
EDUCATION  
 
Ph.D. Candidate Brown University 
   Department of Sociology, 2003 - Present 
 

Dissertation committee: Patrick Heller (chair), Hilary Silver, John Logan 
Areas of Interest: Political Sociology, Development and Globalization, Urban 
Sociology, Gender, Latin America and the Caribbean, Public Policy, Social 
Movements and Activism  
 

 
MA    Brown University 
   Department of Sociology, 2005 
 

Thesis: ÒTensioning Democracy: Participatory Budgeting in the Global City of 
S‹o PauloÓ.  
Advisor: Patrick Heller  
Reader: JosŽ Itzigsohn 

 
 
MPP   Harvard University 

Kennedy School of Government, 2003 
Master in Public Policy 
 
Policy Analysis Exercise: ÒAmerica Speaks: Membership-based Options for 
Promoting Deliberative DemocracyÓ 
Advisors: Christine Letts and Thomas Patterson 

   Concentration:  Political Advocacy and Leadership  
 
 
MA   Technological Institute of Santo Domingo (I NTEC) 

Social Sciences Area, 1995 
MA in Gender and Development 
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic 

 
 
BA   Technological Institute of Santo Domingo (I NTEC) 

Economics, Social Sciences Area, 1993 
Summa Cum Laude 
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic 
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HONORS, SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS  
 
2005 ÒAlden Speare Jr. Memorial AwardÓ to the most distinguished MA Thesis from the 

Sociology Department during academic year 2004/2005. Sociology Department, Brown 
University, May.  

 
2002-03 Taiwanese Government Scholarship awarded for completing the Master in Public Policy 

at the Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University 
 
2001-02 Inter-American Development Bank/Government of Japan Scholarship awarded for 

completing the Master in Public Policy at the Kennedy School of Government, Harvard 
University 

 
1994-95 WomenÕs Coordinator Scholarship awarded for completing the Master in Gender and 

Development at the Technological Institute of Santo Domingo (INTEC), Dominican 
Republic. 

 
1990-93 ÒYoung National TalentÓ Award and Scholarship awarded by the Outstanding Students 

Program at the Technological Institute of Santo Domingo (INTEC), Dominican Republic  
 
 
 
GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS  
 
2007-2008 Brown University, Graduate School dissertation fellowship  
 
2007 RC21-FURS travel grant awarded by ISAÕs Research Committee on the Sociology of 

Urban and Regional Development and the Fund for Urban and Regional Studies (FURS) 
to present at the ISA-RC21 Conference on "Urban Justice and Sustainability,Ó 
Vancouver, BC, August.   

 
2007-Present S4 Fellow affi liated with the Initiative in Spatial Structures in the Social Sciences (S4) at 

Brown University 
 
2006 Brown University, Graduate School grant awarded for work on preliminary paper 

(qualifying exam) on Political Sociology, July-August. 
 
2005 Brown University, Graduate School grant awarded for fieldwork about the participatory 

budgeting in the Dominican Republic, July-August. 
 
2004 Brown University, Graduate School grant awarded for fieldwork about the participatory 

budgeting in S‹o Paulo, Brazil, June-August.  
 
2004  Tinker Research Travel Grant awarded through the Center for Latin American  
  Studies at Brown University for fieldwork in S‹o Paulo, Brazil, June-August. 
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PUBLICATIONS  
 
Peer reviewed articles and essays 
 

Hern‡ndez-Medina, Esther. 2008. ÒA Tale of Two Cities: Mexico City, S‹o Paulo, and the 
Chances for Citizen Participation in Latin AmericaÕs Mega-CitiesÓ Essay selected in the 
international competition and workshop ÒUrban Planet 2008: Collective Identities, Governance 
and Empowerment in MegacitiesÓ organized by the Irmgard Coninx Foundation, the Social 
Science Research Center Berlin and the Humboldt-University, Berlin, 11-16 June 2008. 
 
Hern‡ndez-Medina, Esther. 2007. ÒGlobalizing Participation: ÔExportingÕ the Participatory 
Budgeting Model from Brazil to the Dominican RepublicÓ Berkeley Journal of Sociology 51: 69-
118 

 
Itzigsohn, JosŽ; Carlos Dore Cabral; Esther Hern‡ndez Medina; Obed V‡squez. 1999. ÒMapping 
Dominican transnationalism: narrow and broad transnational practicesÓ. Ethnic and Racial 
Studies 22(2): 316-39, March 1999 

 
Article under review 
 

Hern‡ndez-Medina, Esther. ÒSocial Inclusion through Participation: The Case of the Participatory 
Budgeting in S‹o Paulo.Ó  

 
Work in progress 
 

Hern‡ndez-Medina, Esther. ÒCitizenship as ÔRescuing OneÕs DignityÕ: Deliberation vs. 
Fragmentation in the Participatory Budgeting of S‹o PauloÓ  
 
Hern‡ndez-Medina, Esther. ÒSynergy, Mediation, or Exclusion: Towards a Theory of Citizen 
Participation in Urban PolicyÓ 

 
 
Other academic publications 
 

Dore Cabral, Carlos, Esther Hern‡ndez, Tahira Vargas, Leopoldo Artiles, Carlos Segura. 1999. 
ÒDi‡logo entre las ciencias sociales y la pol’tica: El Caso de la DIAPEÓ Estudios Sociales Vol. 
XXXII,  No. 117. Julio-Septiembre 1999 
 
Hern‡ndez Medina, Esther. 1995. ÒLa investigaci—n-acci—n feminista y el movimiento de mujeres 
en la Repœblica DominicanaÓ Caribbean Studies 28(1): 128-46 Instituto de Estudios del Caribe 

 
Hern‡ndez Medina, Esther. 1995. ÒDiscriminaci—n y violencia racial y de gŽnero: problemas de la 
seguridad personal y colectiva en el CaribeÓ in Globalizaci—n, Integraci—n y Derechos Humanos 
en el Caribe Documentos 11 ILSA 
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PAPER PRESENTATIONS 
 
2007 ÒCitizenship as ÔRescuing OneÕs DignityÕ: Deliberation vs. Fragmentation in the 

Participatory Budgeting of S‹o Paulo,Ó Paper presented at the annual meetings of the 
Latin American Studies Association. Montreal, September 

 
2007 ÒSocial Inclusion through Participation: The Case of Participatory Budgeting in S‹o 

Paulo.Ó Paper presented at the panel ÔUrban Inclusion and Citizen Participation/Urban 
Participation and Urban GovernanceÕ at the International Sociological Association-RC21 
Conference on "Urban Justice and Sustainability." Vancouver, August 

 
2007 ÒAffi rmative Action in the City: ÔSocially Vulnerable SegmentsÕ in the Participatory 

Budgeting in S‹o Paulo.Ó Paper presented at the annual meetings of the American 
Sociological Association, New York, August 

 
2007 ÒGlobalizing Participation: ÔExportingÕ the Participatory Budgeting Model  

from Brazil to the Dominican RepublicÓ Paper presented at the 3rd Inter-Ivy Sociology 
Symposium, Brown University. Providence, April  

 
2007 ÒAffi rmative Action and Participation: the Case of the Participatory Budgeting in S‹o 

PauloÓ Paper presented at the Center for Latin American and Caribbean StudiesÕ 
Graduate Student Conference, Brown University. Providence, April  

 
2007 ÒAngela Davis and the Search for IntersectionalityÓ Paper presented at annual meetings 

of the Eastern Sociological Society, Philadelphia, March  
 
2006 ÒTensioning DemocracyÕ: Participatory Budgeting in the City of S‹o PauloÓ Paper 

presented by Celso Villegas at the annual meetings of the American Sociological 
Association, Montreal, August. 

   
2006 ÒÕTensioning Representative DemocracyÕ: The Participatory Budgeting of S‹o Paulo as a 

Test of the Participatory Budgeting ModelÓ. Paper presented at the annual meetings of 
the Latin American Studies Association, San Juan, March.  

 
2006 ÒTensioning DemocracyÓ: Marginalized GroupsÕ Participation in the Global Cities of 

Mexico City and S‹o Paulo. Research design presented at the Institute for Qualitative 
Research Methods (IQRM), Arizona State University, Tempe, Arizona, January 3-13, 
2006. 

 
2005 ÒWomenÕs Empowerment through Education and Affi rmative Action in the Participatory 

Budget of S‹o PauloÓ presented at the IAFFE 2005 Annual Conference, International 
Association for Feminist Economics, Washington, June.  

 
2004  ÒTeaching and Activism: Some Ideas about Self, Community and Social ChangeÓ  

presented at the Greater Boston Latino Studies Conference ÒA Gathering of Voices: 
Latino Studies and Pedagogies for Building CommunityÓ, Boston, May. 
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2000 ÒAlgunas Lecciones Aprendidas del Caso de la DIAPE como Espacio de Confluencia 
entre la Pol’tica y la Investigaci—n Social.Ó Ponencia Presentada en el Seminario MOST-
UNESCO-DIAPE ÒDe la Investigaci—n Social a la Toma de DecisionesÓ. 26 de abril del 
2000, Santo Domingo, R.D.  

 
1999  ÒLa participaci—n pol’tica de las mujeres es la llave a todos los derechosÓ  
  Paper presented at the Seminar on WomenÕs Political Participation convened by   
  FLACSO/UNESCO/CIPAF, Santo Domingo, November. 
 
1995  ÒDiscriminaci—n y violencia racial y de gŽnero: problemas de la seguridad  
  personal y colectiva en el CaribeÓ Seminario Globalizaci—n, Integraci—n y  
  Derechos Humanos en el Caribe, Centro de Estudios sobre AmŽrica, Habana,  
  Marzo. 
 
 
 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
 
Articles and Manuscripts 
 

Hern‡ndez-Medina, Esther. 2005. ÒSociedad civil: cinco usos de un conceptoÓ Global 
Fundaci—n Global Democracia y Desarrollo. Volumen 3, No. 8, Enero-Febrero. 

 
Hern‡ndez-Medina, Esther. 2004. ÒWhy Is It So Important? A Few Notes from a Volunteer 
FacilitatorÓ Listening to the City: Public Participation and Group Facilitation in Redeveloping 
the WTC. Special Issue: Group Facilitation: A Research and Applications Journal. Number 6, 
Spring 2004 

 
Hern‡ndez-Medina, Esther. 2001. Ciencias Sociales y Toma de Decisiones en la Repœblica 
Dominicana: el Caso de la DIAPE. Estudio de Caso presentado por la Repœblica Dominicana 
para el Proyecto MOST-UNESCO  

 
 
Books and other Policy Publications 
 

Hern‡ndez-Medina, Esther; Susan Eaton; Donna Hurd; Alan White. 2006. ÒTraining Programs 
for Certifi ed Nursing Assistants.Ó Washington, DC: AARP Public Policy Institute  

 
Dore Cabral, Carlos; Esther Hern‡ndez Medina (eds.) 1998a. Un Proyecto de Naci—n: 
Propuestas Elaboradas por la Sociedad Dominicana. Santo Domingo: Alfa y Omega  

 
Dore Cabral, Carlos; Esther Hern‡ndez Medina (eds). 1998b. La Voluntad de la Naci—n Ð 
Propuestas Aprobadas en la primera Etapa del Di‡logo Nacional. Santo Domingo: Alfa y 
Omega  
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RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
 
 
Research Assistant for Professor Patrick Heller analyzing interviews transcripts in Portuguese and writing 
research reports for a 10-city project on the impact of participatory budgeting in Brazil (Spring 2005 Ð 
Present).  
 
Fieldwork in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic about the participatory budget in the Dominican 
Republic including interviews with key informants and archival research (Summer 2005).  
 
Fieldwork in S‹o Paulo, Brazil about the participatory budgeting (PB) in the ci ty including archival 
research, interviews with PB participants and key informants as well as ethnographic observations of 
PB assemblies, meetings and organizations attending the process (Summer 2004).  
 
Researcher and department manager at the Information, Analysis and Strategic Planning Offi ce 
(DIAPE) at the Presidency of the Dominican Republic coordinating seven teams of social scientists and 
journalists in charge of preparing recommendations for President Leonel Fern‡ndez on government-civil 
society relations (September 1996 Ð August 2000) 
 
Researcher and Program Coordinator at the Research Center for Female Action (CIPAF) in Santo 
Domingo, Dominican Republic conducting research on women in the public sector, conduct codes and 
free trade zones (May 1993 Ð October 1996).  
 
 
 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

 
Brown University, Spring 2006 and Spring 2005 
 Teaching Assistant and Section Leader 

ÒGlobalization and Social Confl ictÓ 
Professor Patrick Heller 

 
Brown University, Fall 2005 
 Teaching Assistant and Guest Lecturer 
 ÒThe City: An Introduction to Urban AmericaÓ 
 Professor Hilary Silver 
 
Brown University, Fall 2004 
 Teaching Assistant and Section Leader 
 ÒIntroduction to StatisticsÓ 
 Professor Gregory Elliot 
 
Harvard University, Summer 2003 
 Co-instructor with Lisa Boes 
 ÒTools for OrganizingÓ 
 Harvard Summer School Program 
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Harvard University, Spring 2003 
 Course Assistant  
 ÒTools for OrganizingÓ  

Master in Public Policy, Kennedy School of Government 
Professor Marshal Ganz 

 
Technological Institute of Santo Domingo (INTEC), 1995-1996 
 Instructor  
 ÒDevelopment Theories IÓ and ÒSocial IndicatorsÓ 
 M.A. in Gender and Development 
 Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic 
 
Technological Institute of Santo Domingo (INTEC), 1995-2000 
 Instructor  
 ÒSociology of UnderdevelopmentÓ, ÒSocial Research Methods IÓ and 

 ÒIntroduction to SociologyÓ 
 Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic 
 
 
 
SPECIALIZED TRAINING  
 
Geographical Information Systems (GIS) Institute 
Initiative in Spatial Structures in the Social Sciences (S4) at Brown University 
January 2007  
Duration: 72 hours 
 
European Online Seminar on Urban Transformation, Poverty,  
Spatial Segregation and Social Exclusion (EUREX) 
Institute of Sociology, University of Urbino, Italy 
January-May 2006  
Duration: approximately 20 hours of lectures online  
 
Institute for Qualitative Research Methods (IQRM) 
Arizona State University 
Tempe, Arizona 
January 3-13, 2006  
Duration: 80 hours 
 
Teaching Certifi cate I 
Sheridan Center for Teaching and Learning  
Brown University 
Duration: approximately 15 hours  
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OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
2002  Summer Intern, Latin American Division World Bank 
  Washington, DC 
 
2001  Planning Director, National School for Judges 
  Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic 
 
2000-01 Consultant, Supreme Court of Justice.  

Coordinated the national consultation convened by SCJ in preparation for the Second 
National Conference of Judges.  More than a thousand judges and civil society 
representatives participated in the four-month consultation.  
Dominican Republic  

 
1998/2000 Coordinator of  the Information and Analysis Department (see Research Experience) 
  Division of Information, Analysis and Strategic Planning (DIAPE) 
  Presidency of  the Dominican Republic  
  Santo Domingo 
 
1997-98 Member of  the organizing team for the ÒNational DialogueÓ convened by the  
  Presidency and attended by more than 4,000 people and organizations. 
  Presidency of  the Dominican Republic  
  Santo Domingo 
 
1996-98 Research Assistant / Researcher 

State-Society Relations Analysis Uni t (UARES)  
Presidency of  the Dominican Republic  

  Santo Domingo 
 
1990-93 Research Assistant / Researcher / Program Coordinator 
  Research Center for Female Action (CIPAF) 
  Santo Domingo 
 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
 
American Sociological Association (ASA) 
Latin American Studies Association (LASA) 
International Sociological Association (ISA) 

!  Research Commi ttee on Women 
!  Research Commi ttee on Urban and Regional Studies (RC21) 

International Association for Feminist Economics (IAFFE) 
Sociologists for Women in Society (SWS) 
Society for the Study of  Social Problems (SSSP) 
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PROFESSIONAL AND COMMUNITY SERVICE  
 
Professional Development Committee, Sociology Department 
Brown University, 2004-2005 and 2005-2006 

Founder and member of  student-run committee that works with the Sociology department, 
Center for Career Development, and other faculty at Brown to offer educational 
opportuni ties regarding networking, publishing, funding, etc. The committee also designed 
and helped implement a graduate studentsÕ page on the departmentÕs website.  

 
Practicing Democracy Network, KSG Harvard University, 2005-2006 

Member of the initial organizing team responsible for devising and implementing a strategy to 
build a Òcommunity of practiceÓ bringing together educators, practitioners and community based 
organizations. The goal of this community of practice is to support the recruitment, training, and 
development of leaders committed to improving democratic participation. 

  
Swearer Center for Public Service, Brown University, 2003-2004 

Spanish Teacher at the MET High School Family Li teracy Program 
Teacher in charge of a Spanish class for parents and students as part of the MET after-school 
family program.   

 
Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, 2002-2003  

Member of  an informal student working group on improving KSG policies on sexual 
harassment and sexual assault. Group members met with school administrators, other student 
groups and of fi cials from other Harvard schools to learn from existing models and address 
deficiencies in KSG policies. Recommendations generated by the group in collaboration with 
selected school officials were submitted in a formal report in 2003.  

 
Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, 2001-2002  

Member of  the organizing committee of the Master in Public Policy (MPP) program Town 
Hall  Meeting in April  2002. The commi ttee organized this event to share ideas and deliberate 
on priori ties for improving the MPP program. More than 180 students, faculty and 
administrators participated using technology and methodology provided by America Speaks.  

 
 
LANGUAGES 
 
Spanish (native), English (fluent), Portuguese (proficient) 
 
 
REFERENCES 
 
Dr. Patrick Heller 
Department of  Sociology, Box 1916  
Brown Universi ty 
Providence RI 02912 
Uni ted States 
E-mail: Patrick_Heller@brown.edu 
 
Dr. Hilary Silver 
Department of  Sociology, Box 1916  
Brown Universi ty 
Providence RI 02912 
Uni ted States 
E-mail: Hilary_Silver@brown.edu  
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Dr. John Logan 
Department of  Sociology, Box 1916  
Brown Universi ty 
Providence RI 02912 
Uni ted States 
E-mail: John_Logan@brown.edu 
 
Dr. Carlos Dore Cabral  
Research Director 
Global Foundation for Development and Democracy (FUNGLODE) 
Santo Domingo 
Dominican Republic 
Email: c.dore@funglode.org 
 
Dr. Xavier de Souza Briggs  
Department of Urban Studies and Planning 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
77 Massachusetts Ave 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
United States 
E-mail: xbriggs@mit.edu 
 


