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SOC 0150 - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL CHANGE

Human societies have for a long time been developing at very uneven rates. In the pre-modern
period, the classical civilizations of Egypt, India, Greece, Rome and Central America are well
known examples of societies that developed faster than others around them. This pattern of
uneven development is even more marked in the modern period. The societies of Western
Europe, North America and most recently Japan have been growing at rates that have left their
contemporaries far behind. How can we explain these processes of social change and
development? Where are they taking human societies? Are they taking us to a more polarized
world, or one that is better and more equitable for all? These are some of the issues that this
course will explore. It will begin with a brief look at the process of economic development in the
U.S., and then focus in more detail on the processes of development currently taking place in
third world societies.
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