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Recent work on the large-scale abandonment of European infants has focused on
abandonment itself how the infants were treated, and how many survived infancy.
Little is known about what happened to those who survived. The authors focus on what
happened to the foundlings of Bologna, Italy, over the course of the nineteenth
century, at the point in their lives when foster families were no longer paid to care for
them. The evidence from Bologna does not support previous assumptions that their ties
to their foster families were weak and that their fate was thus a bleak one.

Wendy Sigle is a lecturer in the Department of Social Statistics at the University of Southampton (UK).
David 1. Kertzer is Paul Dupee University Professor of Social Science and a professor of anthropology
and history at Brown University. Michael J. White is a professor of sociology at Brown University.

Journal of Family History, Vol. 25 No. 3, July 2000 326-340
© 2000 Sage Publications. Inc.



