About Our Programs

Learning Focus Areas
d- Writing Skills Development/Enhancement
0- Reading Skills Development/Enhancement
0- Grammar Skills
Development/Enhancement
0- Life Skills Development/Enhancement

Beliefs/Guiding Principles

d- We believe in a learner-centered education

0- Deaf adult learners have the same desire
and motivation to learn as Deaf children

0- A language(ASL) and resource-rich
environment facilitates learning

o8- Deaf adult learners enter learning activities
with a great amount of life experiences to
which they can relate new learning

d- Deaf adult learners seek to understand
new information and experiences by
connecting them to what they already
know

0- Deaf adult learners learn in different ways

0- Although Deaf learners may naturally make
connections as they learn, they often need
help to transfer knowledge to different
contexts

Learner-Centered Education
Each adult learner in our program works
together with the teacher to determine his or
her learning goals
Learners and teachers collaborate together to
help learners acquire knowledge and skills
The learners and teachers work together to
ensure that classroom issues are discussed
Classroom directions and instructions are
jointly decided by the teachers and learners

Classroom Structure
The Deaf Literacy Program offers literacy
instruction to Deaf adults at the Brown
University campus in Providence.
Classes are held two nights a week on the
Brown campus.
Classes are held from 6:30pm to 8:30PM
Classes are conducted in American Sign
Language (ASL) and team taught by
professionals in Deaf education.
Brown university student volunteers may serve
as assistants

Additional information about the
Deaf Literacy Program

8- Curriculum designed to meet the goals and
needs of each learner.

8- Assessment test to help decide learner
placement is given to each learner and a post
test administered as one measure of learner
progress

8- An Individual Adult Education Plan (IAEP) is
developed to help measure the progress of
each learner

0- Other factors such as the presence of
additional disabilities, previous educational
level and teacher observation is taken into
consideration in determining placement

For further information about the Deaf Literacy
programs at the Brown University, please contact:

Earnest Okwara, Earnesto@aol.com
OR
Janet Isserlis, Janet_Isserlis@brown.edu




