Public Policy
News

Susan Moffitt to Join the Center Government at Work:
Faculty in July Brown Making the

Difference Lecture
The Taubman Center and the Political Science Department

are delighted to welcome Susan Moffitt to their ranks.
Moffitt received her Ph. D. in political science at the Uni-
versity of Michigan in December 2005. She also has a
Masters in Public Policy and was awarded a prestigious
post doctoral fellowship by the Scholars in Health Policy Workforce Challenges and

(sponsored by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation). Opportunities for the Obama
Susan is currently a fellow at the Center for American Administration” on Tuesday,
Political Studies at Harvard University. Her book manu- March 10 at 4:00PM, Salo-

script, Deliberate Publicity: Promoting Policy Through
Public Advice is under review at Oxford University Press. 2001, John was a career member of the federal senior
A second book manuscript, Poverty, Policy and Peda-  oyecytive service as Director of Policy and Evaluation
gogy, The Dilemma of Implementing Education Reform ¢ the U.S. Merit Systems Protection Board (MSPB),

(with David Cohen) focuses on strategies to address pov-

erty .and education (re\./iewed. favorably by Haryard Ur'i' years of experience in federal human resources man-
versity Press). And a third project, undertaken with Daniel agement and public policy issues. Prior to joining
Carpenter, the director of the Center for American Politi- MSPB in 1979. John was a branch chief in the Office of

cal Studies at Harvard, examines the politics and proc- Personnel Management’s personnel office. He also
esses of the Food and Drug Administration with special

emphasis on negative outcomes.

John Palguta, Vice President,
Partnership for Public Service
will present “Making Public
Service Cool Again: Federal

mon 101. Prior to joining the Partnership in December

the culmination of a federal career spanning almost 34

held various positions with OPM'’s predecessor, the U.S.
Civil Service Commission, starting as a personnel man-
agement intern in 1970 in the Commission’s San Fran-
cisco Region and later serving as a personnel manage-
ment advisor for federal agencies in the four states
served by the region. In 1976, he moved to Washington,
D.C., to become an agency officer in the Commission’s

Donna Brazile will deliver the annual Licht i
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Lecture on Thursday, April 23 at 4:00pm,

Salomon 101

Donna Brazile is Chair of the Democratic National
Committee’s Voting Rights Institute (VRI) and an
Adjunct Professor at Georgetown University in
Washington, DC. The lecture series is named in
memory of former Rhode Island Governor Frank Licht
‘38.

gan his career in federal service with the U.S. Post Of-
fice in 1968.
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Professor Miller recently joined the editorial boards of

three prestigious journals: The Gerontologist, Journal of Aging
and Social Policy, and Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law. He
also published several co-authored articles, including: “Experts Views on
Long-Term Care in New Zealand” in November 2008 in The New Zea-
land Medical Journal; “Sociodemographic and Clinical Correlates of Util-
ity Scores in Alzheimer’s Disease” in December 2008 in Value in Health;
“Assessing the Relationship between Health Utilities, Quality of Life, and
Health Services Use in Alzheimer’s Disease” in January 2009 in the In-
ternational Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry; “The Devil’s in the Details: A
Comparative Case Analysis of Medicaid Nursing Home Reimbursement”
in February 2009 in the Journal of Health Politics, Policy, and Law; and
"Where’s the Revolution? Digital Technology and Health Care Communi-
cation in the Internet Age” in April 2009 in the Journal of Health Politics,
Policy and Law. He also presented his research before several confer-
ences, including invited talks before the “Annual Policy Conference” of
the Rhode Island Association of Facilities and Services for the Aging in
Warwick, Rhode Island, and the “Fall Regional Conference” of the New
England Alliance of the American Academy of Health Care Administra-

tors in Portland, Maine. A book, Digital Medicine: Health Care in the
Internet Era, co-written with former Taubman Center Director Darrell
West and published by Brookings Institution Press, will be forthcoming

this Spring.

Geri Augusto developed and
taught a new undergrad research
seminar which was implemented
simultaneously at Brown and Tou-
galoo, on “Local Palitical Cultures,
New Electronic Practices and the
2008 National Election” with the
support of a Wayland Course De-
velopment Grant and a grant from
the Instructional Technology Group
This course was the first to utilize
Brown’s new “smart classroom”
and featured cross-campus Brown/
Tougaloo dialogue through My-
Courses as well as a private, stu-
dent-established course blog on
wordpress.com. She presented
“Local Ecologies of Knowledge,
National Systems of Innovation,
and Nanotech Research in the
Global South,” at the National Sci-
ence Foundation-supported Work-
shop on Nanotechnology and Soci-

ety: Networks, Risk and Knowl-
edge Sharing, organized by the
Science, Technology & Society
Initiative, Center for Public Policy,
University of Massachusetts
(Amherst). She published the arti-
cle “Digitizing African IKS: Epis-
temic Complexity, Datadiversity &
Cognitive Justice” in International
Information and Library Review 40
(Dec. 3, 2008).

Ross Cheit wrote the article
"Evidence of Dissociative Amnesia
in Science and Literature,” which
was accepted by the journal
Trauma and Dissociation. Profes-
sor Cheit was elected Vice-Chair
of the Rhode Island Ethics Com-
mission, and he presided over the
trial of the Mayor of East Provi-
dence for violations of the revolv-
ing door statute.

Peter Marino was appointed the Rhode
Island Senate Fiscal Advisor. He served
as Director of Research and Public Affairs
for the RDW Group, a Providence-based
communications and public relations firm,
from November 2006 to January 2008. His
experience there included in-depth analy-
sis of the National Medicare Part D pro-
grams, national and regional residential
housing trends and forecasts, credit union
banking trends in New England and re-
gional employment growth patterns and
forecasts.

Marion Orr, Director and Frederick Lippitt
Professor, with Ken Wong (Education) and
Joe Hogan (Community Health), produced
a study for the Rhode Island Foundation on
the economic, social and political status of
African-Americans in Rhode Island. Pro-
fessor Orr collaborated with a number of
Brown professors to produce “Rhode Is-
land Latinos: Debunking Myths and Uncov-
ering Truths,” based on a public opinion
survey of 400 Latinos in Rhode Island. He
was awarded a contract from Stanford Uni-
versity Press to publish “Public Engage-
ment for Public Education.” The book is an
edited volume with John Rogers, an asso-
ciate professor of education at UCLA.

Jennifer Slattery-Bownds has been
recognized by Brown University as a 2008
Excellence Award Winner in the category
of Diversity. The Excellence Awards rec-
ognize staff members whose outstanding
contributions have uniquely reflected the
values of the Brown University commu-
nity. Jennifer was selected as one of
over one hundred nominations for her
leadership on the Government at Work:
Brown Making the Difference initiative.
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Rebecca Weitz-Shapiro pub-
lished the paper "Why primaries in
Latin American presidential elec-
tions?" (with Ozge Kemahlioglu and
Shigeo Hirano) in the Journal of Poli-
tics, January 2009. This paper asks
why, in contexts where primaries are
not mandated, some parties nonethe-
less use them to select their presiden-
tial candidates. It argues that political
parties are more likely to resort to pri-
mary elections when they experience
sharp internal divisions and low levels
of trust. Using a large dataset on presi-
dential candidate selection mecha-
nisms in Latin America since 1978, the
authors find that coalitions and large,
centrist parties are more likely to hold
primaries, whereas primaries are less
likely in countries with institutional rules
that facilitate exit from existing parties.

Kenneth Wong was appointed by
the Rhode Island Board of Regents to
serve on the search committee for the
next state commissioner of educa-
tion. Professor Wong is the lead editor
of two recent publications. He co-edited
Clio at the Table, a collection of original
papers that examine the use of history
to inform public policy. This volume is
based on a national conference organ-
ized by Professor Wong on the occa-
sion of Professor Carl Kaestle's retire-
ment in the summer of 2007. The con-
ference was supported by a grant from
the Spencer Foundation and by the
Annenberg Institute. Professor

Wong also co-edited a special issue of
the Peabody Journal on Education that
conducts a comprehensive evaluation
of the National Science Foundation's
Math and Science Partnership Pro-
gram. This special issue included

a paper by Professor Wong on student
achievement and a paper by Professor
John Tyler on teacher quality.

Andr ea
wins International Collo-

quium Grant

The International Colloquium Grant
is meant to engage discussion and
engagement on topics from an inter-
national perspective. Andrea’s par-
ticular interest is in immigration pol-
icy, which is inherently an interna-
tional topic. The intent of this semes-
ter's colloquium series is to create a
platform for debate, research and a
better and broader understanding of
immigration, citizenship and integra-
tion. One of the topics, for example,
will be undocumented students and
the DREAM act. Andrea is hoping to
contribute to students’ wider under-
standing of the topic and in-

volve lecturers that are not just aca-
demic but also NGOs, progressive
policymakers and global peers. Con-
firmed speakers are Michael Fix,
senior vice president of the Migration
Policy Institute in Washington and
professor Stephen Pitti, director of
the program in Ethnicity, Race and
Migration at Yale.

Public Policy DUG

In the fall, the new Public Policy
DUG held an open house for con-
centrators and an event called
"Recapturing Election 2008" about
the images, sounds and experiences
captured by students in "Local Politi-
cal Cultures, New Electronic Prac-
tices, and the 2008 Election," a

course taught this semester at Brown

and Tougaloo College. In the
Spring, the DUG plans to host

more events including thesis pres-

entations by senior concentrators
and an open house for prospec-
tive concentrators.

Go ez i nn eErin Kelly '0MMB 11 and

Professor Edward Miller
recently co-authored an article
that was accepted by the

journal Health Policy entitled
"Perceptions of Medical Malpractice and
Medical Malpractice Reform among
First and Fourth Year Medical
Students." The article is based on Erin's
senior honors thesis, advised by
Professors Ross Cheit and Miller. After
completing her thesis and graduating,
Professor Miller worked with Erin to
refine the research into an article for
publication. The article is based on
research comparing first- and fourth-
year medical student perceptions of the
U.S. medical malpractice system and
their disposition toward malpractice
reform, and examination of the
relationship between medical school
year and other potential correlates of
these perceptions. The article
concluded that both first- and fourth-
year medical students had
overwhelmingly negative perception of
the medical malpractice system,
implying that attitudes toward medical
practice are formed prior to entering
medical school, with intended specialty
choice and other background
characteristics playing a larger role in
determining students' views.

Members of Public Policy DUG with Prof. Augusto
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Alums: send us your updates in your life or career using the alumni form on our website or email isabel_costa@brown.edu

Spring 2009 Events Calendar

Noon, Tuesday, January 27
Rich Arenberg, "President Obama and the 111th Congress:
The View From The Senate" (Taubman Brown Bag Series)

Noon, Thursday, February 19

Sharon Paynter, Post-doctoral Fellow. Taubman Center for
Public Policy. "Hunger, Poverty, and the Working

Poor" (Taubman Brown Bag Series)

Noon, Tuesday, March 3

Mark Schulman, CEO of Abt Associates’ SRBI.

"The 2008 Election: A Look Behind the Pollster's Cur-
tain" (Taubman Brown Bag Series)

4:00 PM. Tuesday, March 10

John Palguta, Vice President, Partnership for Public Service.
“Making Public Service Cool Again: Federal Workforce Chal-
lenges and Opportunities for the Obama Administra-

tion” (Government at Work)

Noon, Friday, April 3

Andrew Aurand, Post-doctoral Fellow. Taubman Center for
Public Policy."Sprawl and Affordable Housing for Low-income
Households, Is there a relationship?” (Taubman Brown Bag
Series)

Noon, Monday, April 20

Charles Payne, University of Chicago. "Turning the Corner? Or
Just Peeking Around it? : Civic Culture and Urban School Re-
form" (Taubman Brown Bag Series)

4:00 PM, Thursday, April 23

Donna Brazile, Chair of the Democratic National Committee’s
Voting Rights Institute (VRI) and an Adjunct Professor at
Georgetown University in Washington, DC. (Licht Lecture)
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