
United States Congressman 
Christopher Shays To Speak 
On Energy Policy
United States Representative Christopher Shays 
will deliver the fall White Lecture, entitled “We 
Need to Go Where the Truth Takes Us,” at 4:00 
p.m. on Monday, November 10 in the DeCiccio 
Family Auditorium (Salomon 101). First elected to 
the House of Representatives from Connecticut’s 
Fourth District in 1987, he is currently the only 

Republican representing New England. One of the most prominent centrist 
members of the GOP, he has charted a political course of social liberalism and 
fiscal conservatism, straying from his party on issues including physician-assisted 
suicide and gay rights. Serving on the House Committees on Oversight and 
Governmental Reform, Financial Services, and Homeland Security, he is perhaps 
best known for his role in the seven-year battle to enact campaign finance reform, 
acting as the lead advocate for its passage in the House. 

Throughout his congressional career, Shays has focused his energies on 
government reform and accountability measures, authoring the congressional 
gift ban, lobby disclosure legislation, and the Congressional Accountability Act, 
which requires congress to live by the laws it enacts. He also has taken the lead on 
numerous environmental issues and currently is championing the fight for long-
term energy independence. The first member of congress to enter Iraq after the 
fall of Saddam Hussein’s government, he has visited the burgeoning democracy 20 
times, more than any other member. A leader in the fight against Islamic terrorism, 
he played a central role in creating the Department of Homeland Security, 
helped initiate the 9/11 Commission, and led a bipartisan coalition to ensure 
the recommendations were fully implemented. He earned a bachelor’s degree 
from Principia College and, after completing an M.B.A. and M.P.A. at New York 
University, with wife Betsi, served in the Peace Corps in Fiji from 1968 to 1970. In 
1975, he was elected to the Connecticut House of Representatives, serving for 12 
years. A native of Stamford, Shays lives with his family in Bridgeport.
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Congressman Barney Frank 
Will Deliver The 2008 
Krieger Lecture
The Fall 2008 Krieger Lecture 
will be given by Congressman 
Barney Frank (D-MA) at 4 p.m. 
on Monday, October 6 in the 
DeCiccio Family Auditorium 
(Salomon 101). First elected by 
Massachusetts’s fourth congressional district in 1980, Frank 
is widely recognized as one of the leaders of the Democratic 
Party in the House—political theorist and pit bull all at the 
same time. House staffers voted him the brainiest, funniest, 
and most eloquent member of the House in Washingtonian’s 
most recent poll. He has been a strong supporter of liberal 
immigration policies, affordable housing, the legalization 
of medical marijuana, and gay rights issues. Despite his 
Democratic record, he’s worked with Republicans on foreign 
aid, banking regulation, and as a critic of President Clinton’s 
“last-minute” executive pardons. Serving as chairman of the 
House Financial Services Committee since 2007, he also is a 
sharp critic of federal funding of faith-based initiatives that 
discriminate on the basis of sexuality and the U.S. military’s 
policy on homosexual service. He entered politics by working 
for Boston Mayor Kevin White in 1967 and for Congressman 
Michael Harrington in 1971, and, in 1972, was elected to 
the Massachusetts House of Representatives, representing 
Boston’s “Back Bay.” In 1980, Frank moved to Brookline, 
Massachusetts to run in the Fourth District and, since that 
election, only once—in 1982—has he faced any serious 
challenges for re-election. A 1962 alumnus of Harvard College 
and 1977 graduate of Harvard Law School, he has taught at 
the University of Massachusetts-Boston, Boston University, 
and Harvard. He currently resides in Newton, Massachusetts. 

Taubman Center Welcomes Marion Orr As New Director
In July, the Taubman Center was pleased to welcome Professor Marion Orr as director. Appointed to the position 
by Dean of the Faculty Rajiv Vohra, Orr is the Fred Lippitt Professor of Public Policy, Political Science, and Urban 
Studies at Brown. In addition to replacing Darrell M. West as director, he also was installed as director of the 
John Hazen White Public Opinion Laboratory in July. The author of four books and 23 journal articles, his Black 
Social Capital: The Politics of School Reform in Baltimore, 1986-1998, won the Aaron Wildavsky award for best 
policy studies book. His co-authored book, The Color of School Reform: Race, Politics, and the Challenge of Urban 
Education, won the American Political Science Association Urban Politics section’s best book on urban politics 
award. Professor Orr’s research is in the areas of American government and politics, urban politics, race and 
politics, community organizing, urban public policy, and the politics of urban schools. Arriving at Brown 
in 1999 from the political science department at Duke University, he received his doctorate in government and 
politics from the University of Maryland at College Park.



Several Scholars To Debate The Roles 
of Race and Gender In The 2008 
Presidential Election as Part of Dexter 
Lecture Series 

The fourth annual Masha Dexter Lecture Series, which 
honors the memory of Masha Dexter ’06, will examine the 
roles of race and gender in the 2008 presidential election at 
4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 16 in the DeCiccio Family 
Auditorium (Salomon 101). The panel of speakers will debate 
the roles race and gender have played in the 2008 presidential 
primary and general elections and how these factors have 
impacted the respective political contests. It will include 
Professor Tricia Rose of Brown University’s Africana Studies 
Department, Professor Ange-Marie Hancock of the University 
of Southern California’s Political Science Department, and 
Professor Katrina Gamble of Brown University’s Political 

Science Department. Professor Sharon Krause of the Brown Political 

Science Department will moderate the discussion. As a student, 

Dexter was active in many advocacy organizations at Brown. She 

was a talented writer, a spirited debater, and an ardent friend to 

many people in the community. She passed away from Hodgkin’s 

Disease in 2004. 

Attention Alums: Visit The Taubman Center’s Web Site To Update The Latest Goings-on In Your Life 
And Career. Visit: http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Taubman_Center/contact/comments.html
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Anton Lippitt Conference on “Urban Gentrification” Scheduled for October 14

The 9th annual Anton Lippitt Conference, which honors the memories of Public Policy Professor and Center Director Emeritus Thomas Anton and 
Community Leader Fred Lippitt, will bring to campus scholars concerned with examining the impact urban gentrification has on urban communities. 
The conference, entitled “Urban Gentrification,” will take place at a venue to be announced, beginning at 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 14. The 
panel of esteemed scholars, moderated by Taubman Center Director and Fred Lippitt Professor of Public Policy Marion Orr, will feature Professor 
Lance Freeman of Columbia University’s Graduate School of Architecture, Planning, and Preservation, Professor Kathe Newman of Rutgers 
University’s Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy, and Professor Kesha Moore of Drew University’s Department of Sociology.
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Aurand and Paynter Join Center Faculty; 
Ahn, Gulosino Reappointed
Two new postdoctoral fellows have joined the Taubman Center faculty for the 
2008-2009 academic year. The Center also is pleased to announce that 2007-
08 Postdoctoral Research Associates Michael Ahn and Charisse Gulosino were 
re-appointed for 2008-09. One of the new postdoctoral hires is Andrew Aurand. 
He received a doctoral education in public policy and public administration 
at the University of Pittsburgh and specializes in housing policy, urban policy, 
regional governance, and community development. His research interests 
include the impact of metropolitan government structure, smart growth, and 
sprawl on affordable housing for low-income households. In the fall, he will 
teach the graduate course in statistics and, in the spring, will lead a seminar on 
urban policy. The second postdoctoral newcomer, Sharon Paynter, received her 
doctorate in public administration from North Carolina State University and 
specializes in state politics and policy, public management, and social policy 
related to poverty. Her research interests include the examination of policy 
diffusion in the American states, state legislative decision-making, and the 
roles of nonprofit organizations and government in providing emergency food 
assistance. In the fall, she will offer a research seminar examining state and local 
government and, in the spring, will teach the policy analysis graduate seminar. 

Taubman Center Announces Gresham Appointment
The Center is pleased to announce the hiring of a new adjunct lecturer in public 
policy for the 2008-2009 academic year. Stephen Gresham, who received a 
bachelor’s degree in organizational behavior from Brown University, will teach 
a seminar on aging policy in the fall. Currently the managing principal of The 
Gresham Company, LLC and Executive Vice President of Phoenix Investment 
Partners, Ltd., he is a member of the board of governors of the Money 
Management Institute and a founding board member of the International 
Money Management Institute. His publications include Advisor for Life (2007, 
John Wiley & Sons), The New Managed Account Solutions Handbook (2007, John 
Wiley & Sons, with Arlen Oransky), and Attract and Retain the Affluent Investor 
(2001, Dearborn Trade, with Evan Cooper).

Jessica Cigna Named Darrell M. West 
Graduate Scholar
Master’s of Public Policy student Jessica Cigna was chosen by the Public 
Policy Graduate Committee as the 2008-2009 recipient of the Darrell M. 
West Graduate Scholarship for Academic Achievement. This scholarship is 
awarded to a second year MPP student each summer based on performance 
in the classroom and the pursuit of professional excellence. Ms. Cigna, 
who has focused her graduate study on social and urban policy, received an 
undergraduate degree from Providence College in May 2001. She completed an 
internship with the Rhode Island state senate finance committee in the spring 
semester.

Rebecca Weitz-Shapiro Appointed 
Assistant Professor of Political Science and 
Public Policy
Rebecca Weitz-Shapiro was appointed as Assistant Professor 
of Political Science and Public Policy in July. She also was 
named the Mary Tefft and John Hazen White, Sr. Assistant 
Professor of Political Science and Public Policy. Specializing in 
political institutions, social welfare policy, decentralization, and 
comparative public policy, she received a doctorate in political 
science from Columbia University. Professor Weitz-Shapiro’s 
current research focuses on clientelism and municipal politics in 
Argentina, as well as cross-national work on political participation 
and happiness. Recent publications include an examination of 
the politics of workfare distribution in Argentina that appeared 
in 2006 in Latin American Research Review and a study of local 
government performance and satisfaction with democracy in 
Argentina published by Comparative Political Studies in 2008. 
In addition to teaching two courses in the political science 
department, she will offer a lecture course analyzing comparative 
public policies.



Geri Augusto: Professor Augusto’s 
article, entitled “Digitizing Indigenous 
Knowledge Systems: Epistemic 
Complexity Data Diversity & Cognitive 
Justice,” will be published in a special 
Fall 2008 issue of The International 
Information & Library Review. In May, 
she completed a report conceptualizing 
a new Brown-led Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities initiative, part 
of the institutional response to the report 
of the Slavery and Justice Committee, 
for President Simmons. In August, she 
presented a paper on the local ecology 
of knowledge and policy context for 
biotechnology and nanotechnology in 
South Africa at the Gordon Research 
Conference on Governing Emerging 
Technologies in Big Sky, Montana. In the 
fall, she will teach a pilot course, entitled 
Independent Reading & Research - 
Local Political Cultures, New Electronic 
Practices and the 2008 National Elections 
(PPAI 1970), which received a Wayland 
Course Development Grant and a Brown 
Information Technology Grant from the 
Instructional Technology Group. 

Corey L. Brettschneider: The June 2008 
issue of Perspectives on Politics published 
a “critical exchange” on Democratic 
Rights, Professor Brettschneider’s co-
authored book with Columbia’s Melissa 
Schwartzberg. The December 2007 issue 
of Political Theory hosted a “critical 
dialogue” on his co-authored article titled 
“Punishment and Political Legitimacy,” 
which first appeared in that journal in 
April 2007.  

Rosa Minhyo Cho: Professor 
Cho’s article, titled “The Impact of 
Maternal Imprisonment on Children’s 
Educational Achievement – Results 
from Children in Chicago Public 
Schools,” will appear in the summer 
2009 issue of the Journal of Human 
Resources. Her co-authored article, titled 
“The Impact of Incarceration in State 
Prison on the  Employment Prospects 
of Women,”  will be published by the 
Journal of Quantitative Criminology in its 
September 2008 issue.

Jennifer Lawless: Professor Lawless 
completed a report, entitled “Why Are 
Women Still Not Running for Public 
Office?”, released by the Brookings 
Institution in May. Based on the Citizen 
Political Ambition Panel Study, a research 
project she has been conducting over 
the course of the last seven years, she 
finds that women, even in the highest 
tiers of professional accomplishment, 
are substantially less likely than men to 
demonstrate ambition to seek elected 
office. These results hold regardless of 
age, partisan affiliation, income, and 
profession. In 2008, the report concludes, 
men continue to enjoy more comfort, 
confidence, and freedom than women 
when thinking about running for office. 

Edward Alan Miller: Professor Miller 
is principal investigator on a sub-
contract of a U.S. Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs study looking at the 
determinants and consequences of 
veterans’ access to nursing home care. 
He also published several co-authored 
articles, including: “Assessing Experts’ 
Views of the Future of Long-Term Care,” 
in July in Research on Aging; “Meeting 
the Demographic Challenges Ahead: 
Toward Culture Change in an Aging 
New Zealand,” in May in Australia New 
Zealand Health Policy; and “Balancing 
Regulatory Controls and Incentives: 
Toward Smarter and More Transparent 
Oversight in Long-Term Care” in April 
in the Journal of Health Politics, Policy 
and Law. He also presented research 
before several conferences, including the 
“Building Bridges: Making a Difference 
in Long-Term Care Colloquia” in 
Washington, D.C. and the “Fourth 
Trans-Atlantic Dialogue on the Status 
of Intergovernmental and Multi-Level 
Governance in Europe and the U.S.” in 
Milan, Italy in June.

Sharon Paynter: Professor Paynter’s 
article, “A Portrait of Hunger, the Social 
Safety Net, and the Working Poor,” 
appeared in the August 2008 issue of 
Policy Studies Journal. She also received 
a grant for $10,000 from the Center on 
Work, Poverty, and Opportunity at the 
University of North Carolina-Chapel 
Hill to conduct a pilot project for a 
longitudinal research project aimed 
at discovering the characteristics of 
individuals seeking food assistance from 
nonprofit food pantries and food banks.

Jennifer Slattery-Bownds: In June, 
Professor Slattery-Bownds was selected 
to present “Educating on Federal Public 
Service Opportunities” at the Eastern 
Association of Colleges and Employers’ 
annual conference in collaboration with 
the Partnership for Public Service.

Kenneth Wong: Professor Wong’s article, 
“Federalism, Equity, and Accountability 
in Education,” appeared in the Handbook 
of Education Politics and Policy that was 
published by Routledge in 2008. Another 
article, “Charter Law and Charter 
Operation: Re-examining the Charter 
School Marketplace,” appeared in Charter 
School Outcomes, which was released by 
Lawrence Elbaum Associates in 2008. 
In addition to leading an evaluation 
project on district-wide reform in the 
Brockton, Massachusetts public schools, 
he was appointed to the twelve-member 
search committee for the position of 
state commissioner of elementary and 
secondary education by the Rhode Island 
Board of Regents for Elementary and 
Secondary Education.

FACULTY NEWS
Matthew Harvey Named A. 
Alfred Taubman Graduate 
Scholar
Master’s of Public Policy student Matthew 
Harvey was chosen by the Public Policy Graduate 
Committee as the 2008-2009 recipient of the A. 
Alfred Taubman Graduate Scholar for Academic 
Achievement. This scholarship is awarded to a 
second year MPP student each summer based on 
performance in the classroom and the pursuit 
of professional excellence. Mr. Harvey, who 
has focused his graduate study on urban and 
technology policy, received an undergraduate 
degree from Brown University in May 1997 and 
interned with Rhode Island Senator Sheldon 
Whitehouse in Spring 2008.

Center Hosted Spring Seminar 
to Help Women Bridge The 
Salary Gap
In conjunction with April’s marking of Pay 
Equity Day, the Center hosted a seminar 
designed to help women learn how to better 
negotiate their salary offers, and thereby reduce 
the gap in pay between men and women. 
Designed and coordinated by Taubman Center 
Master of Public Affairs Candidates Christine 
Hunsinger ‘08 and Scott Spitler ‘08, the seminar 
was developed as part of a project called “Battle 
the Gap” they created for Professor Christine 
Heenan’s Strategic Communications course. 
Attended by roughly 50 undergraduate and 
graduate students, the event enjoyed media 
coverage from both The Providence Journal 
and local news affiliates. The consensus of the 
speakers was that a major reason for the earnings 
gap is that, unlike men, women typically fail to 
negotiate their salaries, particularly the all-
important first salary, resulting in a difference 
that can add up to between $500,000 and $2 
million over the course of a career. 

Master’s Students Promote 
RIteCare Through Web Site
As a project for Professor Christine Heenan’s 
Strategic Communications course, Master’s 
of Public Affairs Candidate Joe Braidwood 
‘08 and Master’s of Public Policy Candidates 
Patrick Tigue ‘08 and Steve Glass ’08 created a 
web site, RIteCareWorks.org, to promote RIte 
Care, the state- and federally-funded program 
that provides health insurance for low-income, 
uninsured Rhode Island children, pregnant 
women, and some low-income parents. Created 
in November 2007, the site, now managed day-
to-day by a coalition of non profit organizations, 
has received thousands of hits and is credited 
with spurring thousands of Rhode Island citizens 
to contact their legislators in support of Rite 
Care.
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FALL 2008 EVENTS CALENDAR
4:00 p.m., Tuesday, September 16

“Gender and Race in the 2008 Election,” featuring Professor 
Tricia Rose of Brown University, Ange-Marie Hancock of 
the University of Southern California, and Professor Katrina 
Gamble of Brown University, De Ciccio Family Auditorium/
Salomon 101 (Masha Dexter Lecture Series)

Noon, Thursday, September 25

“U.S.-Africa Trade Policy: Reflections on a Changing 
Continent,” Alicia Robinson-Morgan, Deputy Director for 
the Office of Africa, International Trade Administration, U.S. 
Department of Commerce, seminar room (Taubman Luncheon 
Series)

4:00 p.m., Monday, October 6

U.S. Representative Barney Frank (D-MA), “An Afternoon 
with Barney Frank,” De Ciccio Family Auditorium/Salomon 
101 (Noah Krieger Memorial Lecture Series)

Noon, Tuesday, October 7

“How Local Government Democratization in the Republic 
of Korea Facilitates the Use of E-Government Applications: 
Implications for Political Control of Bureaucracy,” Michael 
Ahn, Postdoctoral Research Associate, Taubman Center, 
seminar room (Taubman Luncheon Series)

4:00 p.m., Tuesday, October 14

“Urban Gentrification,” with Lance Freeman of the Graduate 
School of Architecture, Planning and Preservation, Columbia 
University, Kathe Newman of the Bloustein School of 
Planning and Public Policy, Rutgers University, and Kesha 
Moore of Drew University, venue to be announced 
(Thomas J. Anton/Frederick Lippitt Conference)

Noon, Thursday, October 23

“African American Senate Elections & Their Potential Public 
Policy Implications,” Hanes Walton, Jr., Professor of Political 
Science, University of Michigan, seminar room (Taubman 
Luncheon Series)

Noon, Wednesday, October 29

Wendell Pritchett, Professor of Law, University of 
Pennsylvania, seminar room (Taubman Luncheon Series)

4:00 p.m., Monday, November 10

U.S. Representative Christopher Shays (R-CT), “We Need to 
Go Where the Truth Takes Us,” De Ciccio Family Auditorium/
Salomon 101 (John Hazen White Lecture)

Noon, Thursday, November 14

Charisse Gulosino, Postdoctoral Research Associate, Taubman 
Center, seminar room (Taubman Luncheon Series)
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