
   

Jonathan Cohn will  
deliver the John Hazen 
White Lecture entitled, 
“Healthcare Reform” 
 
4:00 PM Tuesday 
November 10, 2009 
Salomon 001 
 
Jonathan Cohn is a veteran jour-
nalist who specializes in domestic 
politics and policy. His primary 
focus, health care, is the subject 
of Sick: The Untold Story of Amer-
ica's Health Care Crisis - and the 
People Who Pay the Price, a 
book that serves as the definitive 
guide to the forthcoming debate 
over whether, and how, to reform 
the U.S. health insurance system. 
Cohn is a senior editor for the 
New Republic, the political maga-
zine where he has been writing 
and editing articles for 10 years. .  

Å Celebrate Å 
The Taubman Centerôs 25th Anniversary 

Thursday, October 8, 2009  
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NEWSLETTER of the A. ALFRED TAUBMAN CENTER FOR PUBLIC POLICY AND AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS   Fall 2009 

10:30 a.m. – noon 

Pushing the Research Frontier:  

Taubman Center Faculty and 

Public Policy Research 

Ross Cheit, Associate Professor of 

Public Policy and Political Science 

Brian Knight, Associate Professor of 

Public Policy and Economics 

Susan Moffitt, John Hazen White 

Sr. Assistant Professor of Public 

Policy and Political Science 

Moderator: Marion Orr, Frederick  

Lippitt Professor of Public Policy 

and Political Science 

2:30 – 4:00 p.m.   

Training a Generation, Shaping  

Public Policy: Reflections from 

Taubman Center Alumni 

Cara Camacho MPA‟07, Legislative 

Assistant, U.S. House of Representa-

tives 

Matthew Dunne ‟92, U.S. Manager of 

Community Affairs, Google, Inc. 

Jennifer Fries ‟91, Director of Policy, 

Partnerships and PR, One Family, Inc. 

Carey Jaros ‟00, Manager, Bain & 

Company, Boston 

Eric Tucker ‟02, Chief Academic Offi-

cer and co-founder of the National As-

sociation for Urban Debate Leagues  

Moderator: Ross Cheit, Associate  

Professor of Public Policy 

6:00 p.m.   

Keynote Speaker 

Jeffrey Toobin, CNN senior analyst, 

The New Yorker staff writer, and best-

selling author  
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of Pennsylvania and specializes in 

the Internet‟s effects on political 

competition and political organiza-

tions. His current research exam-

ines how changes to the media 

and technological environment 

affect the political economy of in-

terest group mobilization, giving 

rise to new types of political institu-

tions and processes. Professor 

Karpf will teach Internet and Public 

Policy in the Fall and a course on 

the public policy process in the 

Spring. 

 

Andrew Aurand was reappointed 

for the 2009-2010 academic year. 

He specializes in housing policy, 

urban policy, regional governance, 

and community development. His 

current research focuses on the 

impact of metropolitan government 

structure, growth management, 

and sprawl on affordable housing 

for low-income households.  

Professor Aurand will teach Statis-

tics in the Fall and Urban Policy 

Challenges in the Spring.  

  F a c u l t y  N e w s   

Susan Moffitt  

The John Hazen White 

Sr. Assistant Professor 

of Public Policy and  

Political Science  

joins the Center on  

July 1, 2009.  

Susan Moffitt received two prestigious 

post-doctoral fellowships at Harvard 

University.  At Harvard, she was a 

Robert Wood Johnson Scholar in Health 

Policy Research and a fellow in the 

Center for American Political Studies. 

Her first book, The Ordeal of Equality: 

Did Federal Regulation Fix the 

Schools? (co-authored with David K. 

Cohen) will be published in the fall of 

2009 by Harvard University Press.  

Some of her other work has appeared in 

the Journal of Law, Economics and Or-

ganization and in the American Journal 

of Education.  She has recently com-

pleted a second book project, currently 

titled Deliberate Publicity: Promoting 

Policy Through Public Advice.  In some 

of her current collaborative work with 

Daniel Carpenter, she examines the 

politics and processes of the Food and 

Drug Administration, including the ef-

fects of drug review deadlines on drug 

safety. Professor Moffitt will teach  

Institutions and Policy Making in the Fall 

semester and Policy Implementation in 

the Spring semester. 

Two new Postdoctoral Research 

Associates have joined the  

Taubman Center faculty for the 

2009-2010 academic year. The 

Center also reappointed Postdoc-

toral Research Associate Andrew 

Aurand.  

 

Alexandra Filindra, who completed 

her Ph.D. at Rutgers  University, 

specializes in immigration policy, 

American politics and survey re-

search methods. Her current re-

search focuses on state immigrant 

policies in welfare, healthcare, 

education, property ownership and 

enforcement. Her work analyzes 

the demographic, political and eco-

nomic correlates of state immigra-

tion policy choices. Professor  

Filindra will teach American Immi-

gration Policy: Issues and Politics 

in State and Nation in the Fall se-

mester and Comparative Public 

Policy in the Spring semester. 

 

David Karpf completed his Ph.D. in 

Political Science at the University 

Filindra and Karpf Join the Center;  

Aurand is Reappointed  

Anton Lippitt Conference on ñPresident 

Obama and Americaôs Citiesò Scheduled for 

Wednesday, November 18 at 4:00 p.m.  
The 10th annual Anton Lippitt Conference, which honors the contributions 

of Public Policy Professor and Taubman Center Director Emeritus  

Thomas Anton and community leader Frederick Lippitt, will bring to cam-

pus scholars and practitioners concerned with the timely topic of federal 

government and cities. The conference, entitled “President Obama and 

America‟s Cities,” will start at 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 18 in 

Wilson 102. The panel will feature the Honorable Scott W. Lang, Mayor of 

New Bedford, MA; Thomas E. Deller, AICP, Director of Planning and De-

velopment, City of Providence; Wilbur Rich, William R. Kenan Jr. Profes-

sor of Political Science at Wellesley College; and Gregory D. Squires, 

Professor of Sociology and Public Policy and Public Administration at 

George Washington University.  
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Graduate Capstone Projects  

 

Amy Miller, Parita Suaphan, and Kaitlin 
Yaremchuk presented their report for the 
Community Preparatory School.  
Community Preparatory School (CP) is a 
private school in Providence that focuses 
on serving minority and low income stu-
dents from 3rd grade to 8th grade. CP‟s 
desire to expand the physical space to 
offer a continuous pre-Kindergarten 
through 8th grade education was studied 
by Amy, Parita, and Kaitlin. They exam-
ined student data, reviewed literature 
about best educational practices, and per-
formed GIS analysis as well as financial 
analysis. They concluded that it would be 
financially possible for CP, and beneficial 
for area students, if CP expanded their 
physical space to offer the additional 
grades. The team recommended the 
Community Preparatory School expansion 
to provide area students with a continuous 
pre-Kindergarten through 8th grade  
education. 
 
Jessica Cigna, Matthew Harvey and  
Allison Kerbel presented their report to 
Rhode Island State Government.  
Jessica, Matt, and Allison researched best 
practices of fellowship programs at the 
state and national levels and proposed a 
two-year program called the Rhode  
Island Public Service Fellowship. The  
proposal includes a partnership between 
the Taubman Center for Public Policy, the 
Swearer Center for Public Service (both at 
Brown University), the Feinstein Institute  

MPP students in Professor McGuigan‟s 
Research Workshop class worked to-
gether in small teams on their research 
projects to produce a policy report for a 
government or non-profit client in the 
Providence region. These projects  
included policy analysis, evaluation  
studies, organizational assessments, or 
data projects. In May, four teams pre-
sented the results of these projects to the 
stakeholders, students, and faculty. 
 
Eric Rollins and Jefferson Cox presented 
their report for the Rhode Island Renew-
able Energy Fund. For their compara-
tive analysis, Jefferson and Eric studied 
renewable energy funds in Connecticut 
and Massachusetts since these states 
share similar built environments and 
goals for economic development. They 
used quantitative and qualitative meth-
ods in their analysis and looked at labor 
market information and individual pro-
jects data from Rhode Island. For job 
creation, they recommended the Rhode 
Island Renewable Energy Fund invest in 
the redevelopment of the manufacturing 
sector in the short term and in clean 
technologies R&D sector in the long 
term. For energy, they recommended 
investing in energy efficiencies (such as 
fixing old things rather than building new 
things) in the short-term and investing in 
technologies which yield the most kilo-
watts per dollar invested (such as wind 
and biomass) in the long term.  

 

 

The Taubman Center was pleased to award  
the Krieger Prize for academic excellence to  
two outstanding members of the Class of 2009:  
Matthew Corritore and Fiona Heckscher. 

 

The Center was also pleased to award the 
Frederick Lippitt Prize for public service to 
two outstanding seniors: Lily Axelrod and  

Rebecca Fish. 

for Public Service at Providence College, 
and the State of Rhode Island. The  
fellowship will be a 2-year paid position 
to attract talented dedicated people into 
state government. The team created a 
website www.ripublicservicefellwship.org 
to provide additional information and aid 
with recruiting for the fellowship.  
 
Brianne Brucker, Amy Mendillo, June-
young (JP) Park, and Sonam Shah  
presented their report for The Provi-
dence Plan and the Rhode Island 
Health Department on “Strategies for 
Communicating with Providence Youth 
about HIV/AIDS, Teen Pregnancy and 
STD Issues.” This team of students  
researched national sexual health data, 
surveyed Providence organizations and 
evaluated existing models. The team 
found that teens in Providence learned 
about sexual health not from parents but 
from friends, media, school, and other 
social networks. It also found that teens 
receive inconsistent sexual education in 
public school but there are small-scale, 
high quality programs in Rhode Island 
that address sexual health issues. This 
team recommended adopting a standard 
sexual health curriculum and addressing 
specific sexual health needs. The team 
stressed the need for a universal  
message about sexual health and the 
need for more research.  

  S t u d e n t s  a n d  A l u m n i  N e w s  

http://www.ripublicservicefellwship.org
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12:00 PM, Tuesday, September 22 
Jose Itzigsohn.  Associate Professor of 
Sociology “Encountering American Faultli-
nes: Race, Class, and Immigrant Incorpora-
tion". Taubman Brown Bag Series.  
Taubman Center Seminar Room. 

4:00 PM, Thursday, September 24 
“An Afternoon with Mayor Cory Booker” by 
Mayor of Newark, New Jersey. The Noah 
Krieger ‟93 Memorial Lecture. De Ciccio  
Family Auditorium (Salomon 101). 

Thursday, October 8,  CELEBRATE  

Taubman Center 25th Anniversary 

10:30 AM Faculty Panel: “Pushing the Re-
search Frontier: Taubman Center Faculty 
and Public Policy Research.”  Professors 
Ross Cheit, Brian Knight, Susan Moffitt, 
and Marion Orr. Crystal Room. Alumnae 
Hall. 

2:30 PM  Alumni Panel: “Training a Gen-
eration, Shaping Public Policy: Reflections 
from Taubman Center Alumni.” Cara 
Camacho MPA‟07, Matthew Dunne „92, 
Jennifer Fries ‟91, Carey Jaros ‟00, Eric 
Tucker ‟02. Crystal Room. Alumnae Hall. 

6:00 PM  Keynote Lecture by Jeffrey Too-
bin, CNN senior analyst, The New Yorker 
staff writer, and best-selling author. De 
Ciccio Family Auditorium (Salomon 101). 

For more information on our events and programs, please visit our website at http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Taubman_Center 

Alums, please send us your updates in your life or career using the alumni form on our website or email  isabel_costa@brown.edu 

NEWSLETTER of the A. ALFRED TAUBMAN CENTER FOR PUBLIC POLICY AND AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS   Spring 2009 

Public Policy 

News 

12:00 PM, Tuesday, October 20  
Eric Schnurer, Adjunct Lecturer in Public 
Policy. President Public Works LLC in West 
Chester, Pennsylvania. “Making Policy from 
the Statehouse to the White House:  What 
They Don't (and Do) Teach You in School.” 
Taubman Brown Bag Series. Taubman 
Center Seminar Room. 

12:00 PM, Tuesday, November 3 
John Tyler. Associate Professor of Educa-
tion, Public Policy and Economics."Using 
Student Test Scores to Identify Effective 
Teachers: The Politics and the Data."  
Taubman Brown Bag Series. Taubman 
Center Seminar Room. 

4:00 PM Tuesday, November 10  
ñHealthcare Reformò by Jonathan Cohn. 
Senior editor for the New Republic, and 
author. The John Hazen White Sr. Lecture. 
Salomon 001. 

12:00 PM, Tuesday, November 17 
David Karpf. Postdoctoral Research Asso-
ciate of Public Policy. "The MoveOn Effect: 
Disruptive Innovation and the New Genera-
tion of American Political Associations." 
Taubman Brown Bag Series. Taubman 
Center Seminar Room. 

4:00 PM, Wednesday, November 18 
“President Obama and America‟s Cities” 
Anton/Lippitt Conference. Panelists: Mayor 
Scott Lang, Thomas E. Deller, AICP; Prof. 
Wilbur C. Rich, and Prof. Gregory D. 
Squires. Wilson 102. 

   Fall 2009 Events Calendar 

Mayor Corey Booker  
delivers The Noah 
Krieger ô93 Memorial 
Lecture   
 
4:00PM  Thurs.  
September 24, 2009   

 
The Honorable Cory A. Booker, 
is the Mayor of Newark, New 
Jersey. He took the oath of of-
fice as Mayor of New Jersey‟s 
largest city on July 1, 2006 fol-
lowing a sweeping electoral vic-
tory. Elected with a clear man-
date for change, Mayor Booker 
has begun work on realizing a 
bold vision for the city. Newark‟s 
mission is to set a national stan-
dard for urban transformation by 
marshalling its resources to 
achieve security, economic 
abundance and an environment 
that is nurturing and empower-
ing for individuals and families.  


