
Exe t e r, one of the least populous towns in Rhode Island, does not have

a town police department. The town is patrolled by a state tro o p e r

who operates from a mobile unit. The officer was not available to pro-

vide the requested information and arguably could be said to re flect the
State Police’s approach to Open Re c o rds, not specifically the Town of

E xeter’s. The current police system provides barriers for the residents of Exe=

ter to obtain information about their town. The town also does not have 

its own school district, it is part of a combined school district with West

Gre e n w i c h .
All of the documents that were requested from the town were granted.

B e f o re receiving some requests, those visiting Exeter were re q u i red to fil l

out the To w n’s own paperwork. Only four other jurisdictions in the state

put citizens through this extra step. The documents that were obtained did

not re q u i re a second visit, and Exeter has a very low occurrence of asking
for identification or the reason for the re q u e s t .
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E x e t e r

School Committee Minutes:
• Readability: Av e r a g e
• Thoroughness: Av e r a g e
• Layout: Av e r a g e
• Legal Compliance: Full
C i t y / Town Council Minutes:
• Readability: NA
• Thoroughness: NA
• Layout: NA
• Legal Compliance: NA
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Documents not received

How We Were Tr e a t e d

Police arrest reports
Police log

C i t y / Town Clerk

Police (No Police Dept.)

S c h o o l

D i s c o u r t e o u s C o u r t e o u s

Comparison: Cities/To w n s

E x e t e r


