42 ANALYSIS:

Foster

CITIES

AND TOWNS AcceEss To PuBLIC RECORDS
FIrsT TWO VISITS: Nov. 3
Nov. 12

Documents Not Received

School Committee Minutes:
» Readability: Good

e Thoroughness: Good

e Layout: Good

 Legal Compliance: Partial
City/Town Council Minutes:
 Readability: Average | -
= Thoroughness: Average Police arrest report
- Layout: Average s Police log
 Legal Compliance: Partial

ith less than five thousand residents, Foster is one of the least
Wpopulated towns in Rhode Island. Foster also illustrates the dra-
matic statewide differences in compliance with the Open Records
Law between the police and other local government entities. The Town
Clerk provided all of the documents requested, as did the School Depart-
ment which is combined with Glocester. Those interactions were friendly
and courteous. As a result, Foster received one of the three highest rank-
ings in the state for overall courteousness. There was a tendency, however,
across the Town Clerk’s office, School Department, and Police to ask for
identification and the reason for the request. However, this did not affect
our ability to obtain documents.
The Foster Police did not provide any of the materials requested. They
were also less cooperative than the clerks encountered in the Town Clerk’s
office or in the combined school district.
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