


Housing 

Most Brown graduate students live in the neighborhoods immediately 

surrounding the University. The campus is bordered on three sides by

residential areas with an abundance of apartments and houses that students

can share. Brown’s Office of Rental Properties operates a first-year grad-

uate housing program and maintains a list of apartments and houses that

are close to campus. 

On-campus housing is also available through the Office of Residential

Life, which provides dormitory space for graduate students who wish to

live on campus.

Consult the Graduate School’s Web site, www.brown.edu/gs, for more

information about housing.



The Taubman Center for Public Policy
features a number of outstanding pro-
fessors interested in various aspects of
public policy. 

Michael Ahn
Postdoctoral research associate in 
public policy
Ph.D., Syracuse University 

Specializations include technology policy,
public management, and policy analysis. 

Anna Aizer
Assistant professor of economics 
and public policy
Ph.D., University of California 
at Los Angeles 
Previous appointment at Princeton 
University

Specializations in health policy and 
the economics of health care. Current
research focuses on the effects of maternal
employment on child care and adolescent
behavior, improving the health insurance
coverage for poor children, and the role
Medicaid plays in improving child health
care coverage. 

Bill Allen
Adjunct lecturer of public policy
Master of Social Planning, Boston College

Specializations include nonprofit organi-
zations and community-building. He is a
past executive vice president of the United
Way of Rhode Island, where he led a
community-building operation focused
on system change and achieving results.

program faculty

The Taubman Center has faculty from a variety of 

departments at Brown, such as political science, economics,

education, sociology, community health, urban studies, 

and cognitive science.
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Geri Augusto
Adjunct Assistant Professor 
of Public Policy
M.P.A., Harvard, Ed.D., George 
Washington University 

Specializations in organization theory
(culture, learning, change), higher 
education transformation, science and
technology policy in the global South,
organizational culture and learning, and
interaction between differing knowledge
systems and knowledge institutions.  
Her current research focuses on the inter-
section of local/indigenous therapeutic
systems, global biosciences, and health
policies in the Caribbean and southern
Africa, and emerging issues in the digiti-
zation of indigenous knowledge.  

Andrew Aurand
Postdoctoral research associate 
in public policy
Ph.D., University of Pittsburgh 

Specializations in housing policy, urban
policy, regional governance, and commu-
nity development.  His current research
focuses on the impact of metropolitan
government structure, smart growth, and
sprawl on affordable housing for low-
income households.

Adeline Becker
Executive director of the Education
Alliance and an adjunct professor in public
policy, education, and Portuguese studies 
A.M. and Ph.D., Brown University 

Her primary areas of expertise are the
impact of language and cultural diversity
on education, cross-cultural literacy, edu-
cational leadership, and urban education
policy. Her research and publications
focus on the intersection of educational
leadership, policy development, and stu-
dent diversity. 

Corey L. Brettschneider
Associate professor of political science
and public policy
Ph.D., Princeton University 
Previous appointment at Princeton 
University

Specializations in modern political 
theory, ethics and public policy, theories
of rights, civil liberties, American consti-
tutional interpretation, and the philoso-
phy of law. Current research focuses on
property and theories of retributive and
distributive justice.
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Ross E. Cheit
Associate professor of political science 
and public policy, director of the center’s
law and public policy program
J.D. and Ph.D., University of California
at Berkeley 
Previous appointments at the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, Oregon
Supreme Court, and the University of 
California at Berkeley

Specializations in public law and public
policy. He is finishing a book examining
child sexual abuse. Other current research
includes the false memory “crisis” and
child protective services and the criminal
justice system. His book Setting Safety
Standards: Regulation in the Public and
Private Sectors was published by the 
University of California Press. 

Brett M. Clifton
Assistant Director of Administration 
and Programs and lecturer of public policy
Ph.D., Brown University 
Previous appointments at Bryant 
University

Specializations in religion and public 
policy, political organizations, and cam-
paigns and elections. Current research
focuses on assessing the impact of cam-
paign reform efforts on public opinion
and the U.S. electoral system.

Rosa Cho
Assistant professor of education 
and public policy
Ph.D., University of Chicago 

Specializations include the effect of
maternal incarceration on children’s edu-
cational outcomes, program evaluation,
education policy, child and family policy,
and criminal justice policy.

Jack Combs
Research director and adjunct lecturer 
in public policy
A.B.D., Ohio State University

Specializations in data analysis and meth-
odology, especially geographic information
systems and computer networking. Cur-
rent research focuses on U.S. census data.

Ross Cheit
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Dan Danielsen
Senior Lecturer in Law and Public Policy. 
J.D., Harvard Law School  

Specializations include transnational eco-
nomic regulation, international trade,
international law, law and economic
development, corporate law, and Ameri-
can legal theory.  His current research
includes:  several projects looking at the
effects of corporate power on regulation
and social welfare, particularly in the
developing world; bilateral investment
treaties and their impact on regulatory
and economic policy in developing coun-
tries; and an examination of foreign
direct investment in conflict zones. 

Robert Flanders
Adjunct assistant professor of public policy
J.D., Harvard Law School 
Previous appointments at Edwards &
Angell, Rhode Island Solid Waste Man-
agement Corporation (general counsel),
and Rhode Island Supreme Court (justice)

Specializations include constitutional 
theory and the judicial process. 

Stephen D. Gresham
Visiting Instructor in Public Policy
A.B., Brown University  

Specializations include the financial 
services industry, including ownership 
of wealth-management consulting firm
The Gresham Company, LLC. Recent 
publications include Advisor for Life
(2007, John Wiley & Sons), The New
Managed Account Solutions Handbook
(2007, John Wiley & Sons, with Arlen
Oransky), and Attract and Retain the
Affluent Investor (2001, Dearborn Trade,
with Evan Cooper).

Charisse Gulosino
Postdoctoral research associate 
in public policy
Ph.D., Columbia University 

Specializations include education policy,
school choice, urban schooling, and 
community involvement.

Brian G. Knight
Associate Professor of Economics and
Public Policy
Ph.D., University of Wisconsin 
Previous appointments at University of
Wisconsin and the Division of Research
and Statistics at the Federal Reserve Board

Specializations in fiscal federalism and
fiscal institutions. Current research focuses
on fiscal policymaking and the impact of
political redistricting on funding decisions.

Jennifer Lawless
Assistant professor of political science 
and public policy
Ph.D., Stanford University 

Specializations in gender, political behav-
ior, and political institutions. Topics of
recent articles and working papers include
women candidates’ decision to run for
political office, Congresswomen’s decisions
to retire from office, and political partici-
pation among the urban poor. She is the
coauthor of It Takes A Candidate: Why
Women Don’t Run for Office (Cambridge
University Press).
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Glenn Loury
Merton P. Stoltz Professor of the Social
Sciences and professor of economics 
and public policy
Ph.D., Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology 
Previous appointments at Harvard 
University and Boston University

His research focuses on affirmative
action, identity, racial stigma, racial jus-
tice, and wage inequality. He is working
on a book about race, inequality, and 
the promise of economic theory.

Minh Luong
Adjunct assistant professor of public policy
D.B.A., California Pacific University
Previous appointments at Yale University,
International Affairs Council, Ivy Scholars
Program, and Advocacy Associates 
Consultants

Specializations include management 
consulting, technology policy, conflict
resolution, and law and privacy.

Peter Marino
Adjunct lecturer of public policy
M.P.A., Syracuse University’s Maxwell
School  
Previous appointments at the Rhode Island
Public Expenditure Council (director of
policy and municipal affairs) and Rhode
Island College

His research focuses on public finance,
budget analysis, and education policy. 

Patrick J. McGuigan
Visiting lecturer in public policy
M.S., Harvard University 
Previous appointments at the Boston
Public Facilities Department, Boston
Neighborhood Housing Services, the
Massachusetts Community Development
Finance Corporation, and the Technical
Development Corporation

He is currently serving as executive direc-
tor of The Providence Plan where he
leads work on community development. 

Edward Miller
Assistant professor of public policy, 
political science, and community health
(research)
Ph.D., University of Michigan 
Previous appointment at Yale University

Specializations include health politics 
and policy, telemedicine, aging and long-
term care, intergovernmental relations,
program implementation and evaluation.
Current research focuses on understand-
ing the determinants and effects of fed-
eral and state policies affecting vulnera-
ble populations, including the frail and
disabled elderly, mentally ill, veterans,
and urban underserved.

Marion Orr
Director, Fred Lippitt Professor of Public
Policy and professor of political science,
urban studies, and public policy
Ph.D., University of Maryland 
Previous appointment at Duke University

Specializations in urban politics, urban
educational policy, urban school reform,
urban public policy, urban poverty and
the underclass, and African-American
politics. His coauthored book, The Color



of School Reform: Race, Politics, and 
the Challenge of Urban Education, was
published in 1999 by Princeton Univer-
sity Press and received an award from 
the American Political Science Association
as “the best book published on urban
politics in 1999.” His book, Black Social
Capital: The Politics of School Reform 
in Baltimore, received the Policy Studies
Association’s Aaron Wildavsky Award 
for outstanding policy studies book.

Sharon R. Paynter
Postdoctoral Research Associate
Ph.D., North Carolina State University

Specializations in state politics and 
policy, public management, and social
policy related to poverty.  Her recent
publications and current research exam-
ine policy diffusion in the American
states, state legislative decision-making,
and the roles of nonprofit organizations
and government in providing emergency
food assistance.

Wendy J. Schiller
Associate professor of political science 
and public policy 
Ph.D., University of Rochester 
Previous appointments at the Brookings
Institution, Princeton University, the
office of U.S. Senator Daniel P. Moynihan,
and the State of New York

Specializations in parties and interest
groups, Congress, and statistics. Current
research focuses on the U.S. Senate and 
on interest-group influence on trade 
politics. Schiller’s book, Partners and
Rivals: Representation in U.S. Senate
Delegations, was published in 2000 by
Princeton University Press.

Jamie Scurry
Adjunct lecturer of public policy
A.M., Brown University 
Previous appointments at the New 
England Board of Higher Education

Specializations include leadership and
higher education policy.

Jennifer Slattery-Bownds
Manager for career and employment
development and adjunct lecturer of 
public policy
M.A., State University of New York at
Brockport 
Previous appointments at the University
of Rochester and the State University of
New York at Oswego

Specializations include career develop-
ment and human resources policy.

23

Wendy Schiller



24

Kathryn Spoehr
Professor of cognitive and linguistic 
sciences and public policy 
Ph.D., Stanford University

Specializations in human reasoning and
problem-solving, learning from com-
puter-based systems, and higher educa-
tion policy and strategy. Current research
includes the cognitive principles under-
lying optimal design for and use of 
computer-based learning environments,
human memory and problem-solving,
and policy research on (1) the impact of
performance budgeting/funding on insti-
tutional performance; (2) the develop-
ment of new institutional strategies in 
the face of policy changes, and (3) the
evolving role of private institutions in 
the changing higher education landscape. 

John H. Tyler
Associate professor of education, 
economics, and public policy 
Ed.D., Harvard University 
Previous appointments at Harvard 
University, St. Andrews Episcopal School,
and All-Saints Episcopal School

Specializations in education-related pro-
gram evaluation; the relationships between
education, skills, and labor market out-
comes; and the role of education in a
changing U.S. economy.

Martin West
Assistant professor of education, 
political science, and public policy
Ph.D., Harvard University 

Specializations include the politics of
education reform and the impact of 
various education policies on student
outcomes.

Rebecca Weitz-Shapiro
Mary Tefft and John Hazen White Sr.
Assistant Professor of Political Science
and Public Policy.  
Ph.D., Columbia University  

Specializations in political institutions,
social welfare policy, decentralization,
and comparative public policy.  Current
research interests include clientelism and
municipal politics in Argentina and cross-
national work on political participation
and happiness.

Ken Wong
Walter and Lenore Annenberg Chair 
for Education Policy and professor 
of education and public policy
Ph.D., University of Chicago 
Previous appointments at Vanderbilt 
University, the University of Chicago,
and the University of Oregon 

Specialization in education policy, school
choice, and federalism. His current research
focuses on school choice, competition,
and student achievement. He is the author
of a number of books, including Funding
Public Schools; Money, Politics, and Law;
City Choices; and When Federalism Works.



For more information

If you would like more information about our pro-

grams, please visit the Taubman Center Web site at

www.brown.edu/Departments/Taubman_Center, 

or contact us directly at Brown University Box 1977,

Providence, RI 02912; phone: 401 863-2201; 

fax: 401 863-2452.



OLICY • PENSION ASSISTANCE • DISABILITY RIGHTS • POVERTY REDUCTION • HUMAN RIGHTS
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Y • TECHNOLOGY POLICY • URBAN POLICY • HEALTH CARE • RACE • LABOR POLICY

SSISTANCE • DISABILITY RIGHTS • POVERTY REDUCTION • HUMAN RIGHTS • ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

ESOLUTION • LABOR POLICY • COMMUNITY POLICY • WOMEN’S ISSUES • PUBLIC AFFAIRS
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