COURSE OVERVIEW - TSDA0030







TITLE: Introduction to Acting and Directing 
FALL SEMESTER 2009
SECTION II: Tues/Thurs from 3:00-5:20, LOCATION: Lyman Hall Room #002, a.k.a. The Cave
DEPARTMENT: Theatre Arts and Performance Studies
INSTRUCTOR: Gillian Williams; gillian_williams@brown.edu or 313.980.1984



           Office Hours: By Appointment
PREREQUISITES:  This course is open to all interested students.  Class selection will be determined by an interview at the beginning of the school year.
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Great art comes from using oneself. This course seeks to engage the student’s essential self through exposure to a wide-ranging set of training techniques. Students will learn that the actor’s craft is simply a conscious way to reach the unconscious. 

By examining various techniques of script analysis, students will be given practical methods for unlocking contemporary texts. What is the Actor’s “homework?” How do we make sure that rehearsal is a repeatable process of examination and not just an accident? 

Students will also present weekly solo exercises based on the work of Uta Hagen (and Stanislavski before her) to continue this exploration in a personal and hands-on way. This course will give beginning actors and directors the tools to transform imagination into theatrical action. We will decode terms like objectives, given circumstances, and other often-misleading theatre buzzwords. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  This is a survey course that focuses on teaching students how to work.  Therefore, all coursework will place an emphasis on process, not performance. Students will receive an overview of various approaches to acting and directing, as well voice and movement work.  A strong emphasis will be placed on the power of ensemble.  Students will learn to communicate as actors as well as directors. There will be weekly readings and prep-work, but class assignments will often rely heavily on improvisation. Students will work with and without text. Because the nature of this course requires participation in every class, this course is for students who are willing to personalize, take action, make mistakes, and most importantly – move forward.  Attendance for TSDA0030 is mandatory.  Working on a running crew for the department or FOR Rites and Reason Theatre is a mandatory requirement for the class.
TEXTS: 



Touchstone Texts (Required for all students - available for purchase in the Brown Bookstore.)




The Plays of Anton Chekhov, Paul Schmidt



Respect for Acting, Uta Hagen




Training the American Actor, TCG



Plays (Available to students through one of the university libraries or Amazon.com)






Awake and Sing, Clifford Odets 




The Glass Menagerie, Tennessee Williams 




Long Day’s Journey into Night, Eugene O’Neill




A Raisin in the Sun, Lorraine Hansberry 




Rabbit Hole, David Lindsay-Abaire 




August: Osage County, Tracy Letts 




Much Ado About Nothing, Shakespeare
