
Urban Studies Honors Theses: 1974 – Present 

Theses are available for the research use of all Urban Studies students 

--theses may not be taken from the building under any circumstances-- 

 

 

2008 

“How Not to Build an Airplane: Orchestration as an emerging organizational type” by Etan Green 

“Hostile Consumption: The Appropriation of Marginal Art in Rio de Janeiro” by Cali Pfaff 

 

2007 

“Mass Transit in Rhode Island” by Paolo Ikezoe 

“Redefining the Edge: The Evolution of the American Edge City, 1991-2006” by Carrie Nielson 

 

2006 

“The Brownfield Daily Herald: Partnering the Developer, the Public Sector and the Community in Urban 

Revitalization” by Melissa Epstein 

“Reconnecting Providence” by Caroline Jordi 

“Assessing Access to Teddy Ebersol‟s Red Sox Fields: An Equity Mapping Analysis Using Geographic 

Information Systems” by Kelly Gagnon  

“Building Alone: Faith-based Community Development Corporations, Civic Cooporation, and the Urban 

Regime in Atlanta” by Rachel Lauter 

“The Skateboarder‟s City” by Rebecca Sauer 

 

2005 

“Latinos in the U.S. Northeast and Their Path to Political Office” by Olga Abinader 

“Bilingual Education and Public Policy in Providence: The Case Study of Lima Elementary School” by 

Hannah Bascom 

“Resource-Based Power and Participation in Urban Renewal Planning: Downtown Boston and the South 

End, 1960-1969” by Gabriella Chiarenza  

“Member Organizers: Direct Action for Rights and Equality (DARE) and Representative Organizing” by 

Jessica Lin 

“The Promises and Realities of Hosting the Olympic Games” by Louis Lipner 

“Leadership and Linkage: The Political Transformation of New York City‟s Chinatown Post-September 

11
th” 

by Talya Oberfield 

“Responses to Past Disasters in Providence, RI: Implications for Bio-Terrorism Planning” by Kerry 

Meath 

“Remaking Urban Renewal: Immigrants in South Providence, RI and Sunset Park, NY” by Aaron Stelson 

 

2004 

“Unfit for Human Habitation? A Study of the Vehicular Homeless” by Laura Baum 

 



“The Survival is Illegal: The Regulation of Public Space and the Implications for the Homeless” by 

Rachel Cotton 

“When the City Limits: The Crisis of Race, Class, and Suburbanization in Southern Cook County, 

Illinois” by Ethan Horowitz 

“New Ideas/Old Buildings: Arts-Based Adaptive Re-Use of Industrial Sites” by Joshua Jackson 

“The Low Income Housing Tax Credit Program: A Case Study of Rhode Island (1987-2004)” by Yana 

Kucheva 

“Greening Public Housing: A Case Study of the Rebuild American Initiative in Boston” by Robin Ried 

“Who Should Lead Our Public Schools? A Case Study of Superintendent Diana Lam‟s Tenure in 

Providence, Rhode Island” by Jessica Jones  

 

2003 

“Whose Streets? Business Improvement Districts, the Private Management of Public Space, & The Effect 

on the Homeless” by Benjamin Donsky 

“The Architectural Program of Brown University, 1946-1958: The Work of Thomas Mott Shaw” by 

Jacqui Hogans 

“Chasing a Shadow – Singapore: Trapped in Racial Management” by Yannlih Lim 

 

2002 

“The Globalization of U.S. and Law Firms” by Wylie Hight 

“The Dwight D. Eisenhower System of Interstate and Defense Highways and the National Register of 

Historic Places: A Match Made in Heaven” by Lydia Hill 

“The Emergence of an Issue: The Rise of After-School Programs onto Boston‟s Political Agenda” by 

Daniel Retuccia 

“The Urbanization of Suburbia” by Pauline Lauterbach 

“To Build or Not to Build: A century of Debate Over Baseball Stadiums as Urban Solutions” by Sara 

Slovin 

“People vs Power: City and Corporation Relations in Nineteenth Century Lowell, Massachusetts” by 

Claiborne Walthall 

 

2001 

 “The Politics of Urban Schoold Reform: The Failure of Reconstitution in Philadelphia‟s Public Schools” 

by Gabriel Kuriloff 

“From „Street Urchins‟ to „Superpredators‟: Propaganda, Policy, and the Incarceration of Children in 

Urban American” by Sasha Polakow-Suransky 

2000 

"The Effectiveness of Section 8 Housing Allowances on Moving the Poor to Opportunity" by Lauren 

Guilmartin 

"The Peopleless Piazza – Boston City Hall Plaza: A Case Study of Urban Open Space" by Kate Larsen 

“Reinventing the Neon Jungle: Ramifications of the Las Vegas Strip‟s Mega-Resort Developments on 

Class Hierarchy” by Simran Sethi 



1999  

"The Unassailable Coliseum: The Prolonged Redevelopment of the New York Coliseum Site" by 

Jonathan Frank  

"A Clean Los Angeles: A Hypertext Thesis" by Laura Lee  

"Spreading the Gospel of New Urbanism: How to Achieve a New Planning Paradigm" Sara Klipfel  

 

1998  

"We Are Not Pariahs: Housing and Neighborhood Improvement in the Villas Miseria of Buenos 

Aires, Argentina" by Christian Denes  

"The Massachusetts Homestead Commission: Twelve Homes, Thirty-Four Planning Boards and a 

Legacy" by Jill Desimini  

"Creating Mixed-Income Community at Chicago‟s Henry Horner Homes Housing Project" by Amy 

Glassman  

"New Hope for the Roger Williams Housing Project: The Federal HOPE VI Program and the 

Providence Housing Authority's Planning for the Comprehensive Redevelopment of a Lower South 

Providence Neighborhood" by Pria Hidisyan   

"Olympic Glory: The Revitalization of Atlanta's Techwood Community" by Adhi Nagraj 

"From Vacant to Valuable: Moving Providence's Vacant Lots into Productive Use" by Anna Thomas  

 

1997  

"Immigrant Home-Ownership in the United States: Recent Trends and Their Significance" by Sophia 

Coquillette  

"The Role of the Public/Private Partnership in Downtown Development: A Case Study of Downtown 

Chicago" by Owen Dehoff  

"The Development of Social Capital in Public Housing: A Study of the Relationship Between the 

Residents of Scattered-Site Public Housing and Their Neighbors" by Elizabeth Dever  

"Changing the Capital Flow in Low Income Neighborhoods: An Evaluation of Microloan Programs in 

South Providence" by Deborah Goldstein  

 

1996  

"The Rise of a Symbolic Economy in Prague: Meditations On A Post-Communist Landscape" by Tal  

Halpern  

"Pushing the Model: Direct Action for Rights And Equality and Organizing in a Multi-racial 

Community" by Gregory Nammacher  

 

1995  

"Urban Community Responses to the AIDS Epidemic: The Development of Non-Profit Aids Service 

Organizations in Providence, Rhode Island" by Christopher Cirillo  

"The Decaying Mansion: Race, Class and Resistance in the Production of Space" by Maisie 

Weissman  

 

 

 



1994  

"Home of the Oppressed Peoples of the World: The Implications of the Immigration & Nationality Act of 

1952" by Theresa Romens  

 

1993  

"Gentrification & Downtown Development in Baltimore‟s Inner Harbor: A Critical Study and Data 

Analysis of the Development of the Inner Harbor and the Surrounding Area in the Years 1950-1980 

and Beyond" by Wendy Kahn  

 

1992  

"Minority Groups and Political Participation: Damaged Highways in San Francisco and Oakland, 

California" by Janice Murabayashi  

"Urban Fiscal Crises: The Cases of Providence and Philadelphia" by Barak Richman  

 

 1991  

"Chicago‟s Business Elite: Involvement in City Affairs in a Fragmenting City" by Alison Ranney  

 Missing from File  

by Timothy Lindman  

 

1990  

"The Providence Aquarium: Market Analysis and Economic Feasibility Study" by Alice Chen, John 

DiCola, and Robert Savage  

"Confronting the Crisis: Building Affordable Housing in the Nineties" - A Case Study and a Proposal 

by Susan Friedland 

"Housing the Mentally Disabled in Elderly Public Housing: An Unplanned Housing Alternative 

Encountering Many Difficulties" by Joshua Kirschenbaum  

"The Columbus Circle Redevelopment Project: In Everyoneâs Backyard" by Amy Nye  

 "Gentrification: Cultural Clash and Conflict of Identity in Fox Point and City Hall" by Carma Reed  

 

1989  

"A Community Takes Root: Social Life in the Desert of the Nursing Home" by Seth Lieberman  

"Sunlight Access to Urban Open Spaces" by Jane O'Leary  

 

1987  

"The Residential Reuse of CBD Buildings: Considerations for Providence, Rhode Island" by Eric 

Dobson  

"Regional Malls and CBD's: The Impacts" by Nancy Federspiel  

"Transportation Development, Urban Growth and Political Change in Yugoslavia 1850-1987" by 

Catherine Fiedler  

"Design Review: A Study for the City of Providence" by Susan Levestein  

"Managing Public Housing for Profit: In Whose Best Interest?" by Martha Nicholson  

 "Festivals of Value" Toward a Modern Theory of Urban Celebration" by Edward Sweet  

 



1986  

"The Changing Fox Point Neighborhood" by Ilene Gelch  

"Adaptive Reuse: A Study of the Feasibility and Benefits of Adapting Old Buildings to New Uses" by 

James Ives  

 

1984  

"Mixed Use Development and Urban Revitalization in Three New England Cities" by Michael Ryan  

"Urban Gardening in Inner-City Black Neighborhoods: A Case Study of the Urban Garden Project in 

South Providence" by Keith Spears  

 

1983  

"Evolution and Revolution in the Elmwood Neighborhood Housing Services: A Case Study of 

Organizational Development in a Small Non-profit Organization" by Robin Auchincloss 

"Historicist City: Tradition and Typology in the City" by Christopher Calott  

"Purchasing of Developmental Rights as a Means of Preserving Rhode Island Agricultural Lands" by 

Renée McKinney 

“Housing Discrimination in the Private Sector of Providence, Rhode Island" by Troy Wilson  

 

1982  

"The Squattersâ Movement in Great Britain" by Robert Berkman  

"Public Participation in Environmental Decision-Making" by Jan Reitsma  

"Housing, Neighborhood, and Community in Barcelona, Spain" by Donna Shapiro  

"Reinvestment Displacement: Its Effects on Low Income Housing; A Case Study of the South End, 

Boston" by Charlotte Hartwell  

"Fifteen Years of Urban Riots: A Comparison of Watts, Los Angeles, 1965 to Liberty City, Miami, 

1980" by Rebecca Lipkin  

"The Providence Arcade: Architecture in a Changing Urban Environment" by Susan Newman  

 

1980  

"The Smith Hill Neighborhood: An Integrated Approach" by Thomas Carr  

"Tenant Participation: Social Housing in Denmark" by Cathy Miller  

 

1979  

"An Economic Analysis of Current Housing Rehabilitation Financing Techniques" by Anthony Miller  

"Disaster Planning: The Blizzard of '78 and the City of Providence, Rhode Island" by Nancy Wolpert 

 

1978  

"The Deterioration of a Northeastern City: Lynn, Massachusetts in the 20th Century" by Jeffrey 

Bernstein  

"Use Variances as an Indicator of Land Use Change: A Study of Zoning in Providence" by Richard 

Clarendon  



"Complexity and Value Systems in the Urban Environment" by Duncan Fuller  

"Parking and the Kennedy Plaza Plan: A Parking Survey and Examination of the Effect of the 

Kennedy Plaza Plan on Plaza Parking" by Jeffrey Freudberg and David Hochstim  

"The Kennedy Plaza Plan: Kennedy Plaza as an Auto Restricted Zone and Retail Catalyst" by 

Norman Sieman  

"Land Management: Approaches to Regional Problems" by David Strouss  

 

1977  

"Community Organizations: Hope for the Poor and Powerless" by Stephana Colbert  

"Fox Point: A Case Study in Neighborhood Rehabilitation" by Kevin Fisher  

"The Politics of Consensus: The Formation of a Regional Transit Authority" by Cory Zucker   

 

1974  

"Some Aspects of Metropolitan Growth and Planning" by Yuri Kalina 


