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The John Carter Brown Library is proud to announce the 

acquisition of an important manuscript produced in the 

Jesuit missions in Paraguay in 1713.  
 

The manuscript consists of seventeen sermons, a catechism, 

a confession manual, and devotional exercises, all written in 

the Guaraní language. It is the only known example of 

Guaraní-language devotional exercises. The manuscript joins 

a small, but world-renowned, collection of printed books 

produced in the Jesuit missions of Paraguay. Of the nine 

surviving books printed in the missions, the John Carter 

Brown Library owns seven, more than any other library in 

the world. A handful of manuscripts have also survived and 

may be found today at libraries in Spain, England, Argentina, 

Paraguay, and Brazil. With this recent acquisition, the United 

States can be added to the above list, making the John Carter 

Brown Library the world’s premiere institution for the study 

of the Guaraní language and the Jesuit missions.  

 

This manuscript was purchased with the assistance of the 

B.H. Breslauer Foundation in honor of former Librarian of 

the John Carter Brown Library,  

Thomas R. Adams. 
 

The John Carter Brown Library is a private, non-profit, 

independently funded and administered institution for 

advanced research in history and the humanities, founded in 

1846 and located at Brown University since 1901.   
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