MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL FACULTY MEETING

Friday, 28 May 2004

The meeting was called to order at 12:04 p.m. by President Simmons.

The minutes of the May 4, 2004 Faculty Meeting were approved.

Professor Fausto-Sterling, as Chair of the FEC, presented the results of the ballot election for the Faculty Executive Committee.  Professor Chung-I Tan will be Vice-Chair and Professors William Rakowski, Nancy Jacobs, and Esther Whitfield were elected to the Committee.  She reported nominations for faculty officers; Secretary—Professor Barrett Hazeltine, Parliamentarian—Professor Peter Richardson, Chair of the Faculty Forum—Professor Thomas Banchoff.  She reported three other nominations:  to the Committee on Academic Standing—Prof. Rabson, to the College Curriculum Council—Senior Lecturer William Patterson, to the Committee on Commencement Speakers—Professor C. D. Wright, and to the Graduate Council—Professor Malcolm Rutherford.  The nominations were approved by the Faculty.  

Dean Stephen Smith of the Medical School presented the List of 86 Candidates for the degree of Doctor of Medicine.   Before doing so, he thanked the Faculty for allowing him to go first, noting the Medical School had a celebration beginning at noon. Dean Smith noted that the name of Eric Padilla Quinones should be added to the list. He then put forward the following Motion: "Madame President, I move that candidates for the Degree of Doctor of Medicine, as listed, but subject to possible corrections for clerical errors, be recommended to the Board of Fellows for their respective degrees; and that the Dean be left with the power to withhold the diplomas of any students who fail to meet their required obligations to the University, until such time as these obligations have been met." This Motion was seconded and approved by a voice vote of the Faculty.

Dean of the College Paul Armstrong then presented the relevant Lists of Candidates for the Baccalaureate Degrees.   Dean Armstrong directed the Faculty's attention to the Registrar's Lists of candidates for the Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science, and both Bachelor of Arts and Science, as well as Academic Honors in Special Fields, noting that this year there were 1221 Candidates for the A.B. degree, 259 candidates for the Sc.B. degree, and 9 candidates for the combined degrees—a total of 1489.  The corresponding numbers last year were 1269 A.B.s, 258 Sc.B.s, and 17 combined degrees, for a total of 1544.   The number receiving the Magna Cum Laude Distinction was 297, corresponding to a percentage of 19.9—the percentage last year was 20.7. Honors in the Field of Concentration were received by 405 students (27.2%), a decrease compared to last year’s 28.4 %.   Dean Thompson asked for clarification about eligibility for Magna.  Magna is awarded based on the number of A’s and the number of high distinction checks a student receives; the high distinction checks are relevant for students electing the S/NC grade option.  Dean Thompson urged the faculty to pay attention to these checks when completing grade reports—they are important. 

Dean Armstrong asked the Faculty for any corrections to or omissions from these Lists.  Together with the Registrar and the staff of that Office, all such questions from the floor, extending across a twenty-minute or so period, were answered to the satisfaction of the Faculty.  When no further questions were forthcoming, Dean Armstrong then put forward the Motion: "I move that candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees from the College, as listed, but subject to possible corrections for clerical errors, be recommended to the Board of Fellows for their respective degrees; and that the Dean of the College be left with the power to withhold the diplomas of any students who fail to meet their required financial obligations to the University, until such time as these obligations have been met." This Motion was seconded and approved by a voice vote of the Faculty.

Dean Armstrong next presented the list of students recommended for Degrees with Distinction and put forward the Motion: "I move that the Registrar be authorized to add the proper designation of Degrees with Distinction to the diplomas of the appropriate candidates." This Motion was seconded and approved by a voice vote of the Faculty.

Dean Armstrong returned to the awarding of degrees.  He presented the Registrar's List of candidates for Degrees with Honors in Concentration. He then put forward the Motion: "Madame President, I move that the Registrar be instructed to add the proper designation of Honors in the Field of Concentration to the diplomas of the appropriate candidates."  This Motion was seconded and approved by a voice vote of the Faculty.

Finally, the Dean of the Graduate School, Karen Newman, presented the List of Candidates for Advanced Degrees. This List of combined Masters and Ph.D. degrees represented 561 Candidates.  After some questions about various candidates, Dean Newman put forward the following Motion: "Madam President, I move that candidates for advanced degrees from the Graduate School, as listed, but subject to possible corrections for clerical errors, be recommended to the Board of Fellows for their respective degrees; and that the Dean of the Graduate School be left with the power to withhold the diplomas of any students who fail to meet financial obligations to the University within prescribed time limits, the issuance of such diplomas at a later date to be at her discretion."  This Motion was seconded, and approved by a voice vote of the Faculty.

The Registrar observed that on the previous Monday, when senior grades were complied for graduation, 22% of the grades for seniors were outstanding.  Grades received after the computer compilation must be entered by hand; a large number of hand entries make accurate record keeping difficult.  He urged Faculty members to submit their grades in a timely fashion.

The meeting was adjourned at about 12:35 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,










Barrett Hazeltine










Secretary of the Faculty

