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Artheastogizt in spite of myself”, such is the transtation of the title
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of the rranch archaeniogist ®oman Ghirshman chose for the
ot of e memoirs in 12701

Tovl title resumes the entire parada: of a life devoted to a career that
Tantd Ghirshirman had not chosen, that she pretended having never liked, but
that in devolion to her fsband che was compelied to practice somehow
sccampaniing and completing mm for half g century

Ahtuinette Levienne, born th 1800 in Constantinople, spent her youth
inmperial Fussia, in Babou where her father was a tradesman. She came to
France at the age of su: with her family, setting in Fans The fact that zhe
ived in Kuss1a which language she spake influenced her desting as we shall
sef che trought back the nickname Tania which she kept alt her life

After fier zecondary schoaling, she choze a career in Dentistry, 3 field
L owhich zhe sharad a passion with her three zizters who chose the same
sraieisian. it i in her dental office that szhe saw & Russian immigrant as
ane of her patiente, in the late twenties. The man who was to become her
husband was studying archeology of the Wear Eqasi at the Ecale du Louvre and
st e Torpanne, all the while working at different jobs to earn a living.

i doubt Ruzzig was the subject of their first canversations and it
prought thers closer together They married a short time befaore Roman left

rofiecingical aspedition in fran in 15321,
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it oniy the Tollowing year that Tania decided ta leave mameantarily
e dental praciice W (oiiew her husband, “empiiging their grawers 1o
finance e cost of her trip from Marseille to Beyrouth®, as she humorousty
wiote The story of her firzt cantact with the Orient, of the staps n Cairo,
Haifa, o7 Degrouth, of the decert crossings to Baghdad, via Damascus, Tinally
oy tratn 1o the trag-lran border, chows her Qift of critical observations and
itz her c=action to the climate, to the heat, to the dust, to the lack of
hygiens Thiz was a travel-test in which the traveler waondered whether zhe
could stay ar feav

She arrived zick on the site of Tepe-Giyan on the North face of the
curistan monuntains, put as soon as she was well agatn and during more than
thres gnonths, she classified and drew the artifacts as they were being
dinodeared, Tar therr future pubhication. Thus, the book: of G Contenau and E.
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publiched in Famz on 1225 12 lustrated with 36 drawing plates,
reprezenting decorations of painted =herds and materal fram the tombs,
igned with the Cuperposed inttials GT, which che w1l adopt from now on

Tar the sumErays e orhs of her husband, itlustrated by her in the future.

4 those days, traveling between the sites under research and the

WVIng quarters was gane with horses (Figo 1) and the French couple could
onty piraise the general hospitaiityg tn g period when 3 woman without veil
was the abject of intense curiosity, beiore Reza Shah ardered Iranian women
Lo take off thaw Josacsas
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..... Vand winter there were esch year four or
five months seouyrns al gifferent sites in iran (Tepe Sialk, Bichapuri and in
~ighanizian, Traveis dunng those days, particutarty tn Bastern fran and in

atghanistan, were not exactly peacefull In 1926, while her hushand was




teaving my road with the Director of the French mission in Afghanistan,

wmsedh Hackin, Tanis 1oined the miszion in Tehran by train through the USSR,
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P with gitis Lo offer cousins or friends in Bakou, left thirty
gearc earhler — a real adventure for & gyoung waman alone ~ but everything
went Ting a8 tar a5 the Tehran junction. From there the travels af the
isaion tovard Caboul covered more than 2000 km through iran and
Afghamiztan. The stay of nearly two maonthz in the Afghan desert in
rlovernber and Decermoer, with torrid beat during the day and freezing cold
3t Tolloved Gy three manths of escavations 1n (ran at
Gishapur, residence at the %asanian king Shapur the first, in the Fars
province 1= at Bizhapur that the French mission received the unespected
At ot Kefa Shah wrho terrorized his cubjects but left an unforgettabie
npression because of the power he reteased, as Tanta relates 1n her book
The coupte retyrns tao Pars an 1929 and Tama resumes her career as 3
dentizt After the was declaration against Germany, HFoman i zent in 3
miilttary miesion in Tehran, January 1940, and Tama waits impatiently in
Faris until the German armies invade France in dune 1940 Having decided {o
JOin e hacband &t any cost, she invenits an order for @ mission and zails
avwial far a turmultucus Croszing ol five weeks to Alexandria where she

f a ane month delay o Matta, under ltaltan bombs
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idad whate 2oman was walting for her under 40°

centograde heat. They tpoth went back to Tehran and resumed the digs of
Sizhapur where Tama began 1o restore the Sasaman sculptures - beginning

af & nesy aoiivity a5 a resiorer which she will practice with talent to the
and of her career on archeolagical sites,

Ghirshman ol

o

ared the great room of the palace, with 12 mosaic

oorger, Taithnfuily reproduced by Tania and kept in the Tehran and the Louvre




mseums. At that time color ghotography did nat exist and i1 vwas pecessary
ta invent a technigue for color reproguction aven though the “archeclogist in
SEite of hersel!” hod never befare held a brush in her hand.
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He and the rree riench, Roman and Tanila
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sere cent to Caboul toreplace J Hackin and his wife who had been torpedoed

in the Mediterranean near the French coast 1n February 1941 as they were

~ignamstan The Ghirchmans w31 remain in Afghanistan until the Fall of
1545, ol the while digging in Begram and staying in Begram during the
winter it iz from there that they 1eft definitely for Rew Delhi

From Mew Dalhl, Reman reached Algiers (where the provisional
jovernment of the Free French was esiablished). He wanted to receive
wstructions trom Beneral De Gaulle, =0 he 1eft Tania to manage alone, with
vei dog and Titteen Tuggage pieces . With her usual tenacity and energy she
went oy tratn to Karacht where, after many troubles becauze of her g dog,
She faanaged L0 ooard an odi-tanker that dropped her at Abadan, in iran, and
fram there che wvas driven by car to Bazrah, in Irag Cnce there she learned
*hat hier hinzband had been cent an a mizsion to Cairo where he cabled her to
jorn b an early 1944,

Mew odyssey {without money) in the direction of Baghdad, Damas,
Aaifa and finally Cairo where the couple settles for three years at the
rrench incsntiute Tanta types and corrects the proofs of two volumes her
husband 12 writing about his excavations in Afghaniztan

Shirshman having been narinated Director of the French Archeological
celeqation in iran, the couple feaves Egypt im & truck fo go to Tehran and

Zasa, where the Tirst campaign happened from December 1246 to April 1947



2tart of oonay 112 in the Susa castie where Tania teok control four
EVEry uear quring I1 campaigns untyl 1967 she directeqd {he
ervantz, aught French ta young Mehammad, newly arrived in 1951, at the
gge o 10 e became through the years thewr faithful and devoted
adiministiaior. wWihile keeping an ege on the comfort of the =taff of six
membsrz, She cketones and restores each artifact extracted every day from
the field, always ready to welcome the numeraus vicitars 1o "King Dareos
inn’, the fiwimaorous name she gave to the castle After each zeason, <he took
iote af how manyg breab fasts, lunches, suppers and cups of tea were offeraid
and i1 added up tooa pretty farge number. Until 1965 there was neither
cunntng water nor efectricity at Susa and 1t required grest vigitance from
the rmistress of the house, nicknamed by a requiar quest SAwss S&m74 which
means "Lady of Susa” in Fersian.

aut i 1946, arter seven years of neglect, the castle was home to
Jitterent amimals, there was no more gQlass on the windows, the furmiture

caz oeaten by termites, there were neither pots and pans, nor ol jamps

siiei il
Tehran the housze tao be occupied by the director ot the Mission, in the Jarden
st the ney Franco-lraman institute, usual lodqing away from the areas of
Sigging. Everywhers Tana gets o work sewing curtaing, bed spreads, even
mattress covers, to better the lodgings with available materials.

nen, fram 1952 to 1962, 4 cecond work field functions in Tchoga-
Zanfi, 0 R from Susa at the same time as busa's escavations. This

necezzitates the canstruction of new housing in the desert and to tace
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zeveral problems, such as supplies. Une day of of December 1954, Tania asks=
nerseif the same guestion asked ane day or the ather by every archeologist

in the figid, ceveral thousand km from one's country “what are we daing



hars, in the middie of Aszia, all alene in this desert, without comfort and
1e301ng a most ormitive Hife™” and yet she concludes: "Such cslm here, such

zhe gecides to bdld right there g sectional maodel in balza wood,
cepresenting the tower of Tohoga-Zantil, Tive Tloos high, Effectively the
vt century G0 Srggersd 18 Gullt differently from those known in
HMecopotamia The buitding of this madel, which altows us to understand the
different steps af the canstruction of the taower required her to work
Ui manths and ten hours 3 day This ingenious work, being alzo an artistic
scfess, was offered oy her creater to the Depariment of Oriental
~titiguities af the Lanyre musewr where 1t was then exhibited.

That came year, back o Tehran in the Spring of 1957, Tania rebutlds
with great amountz of plaster, the innumerable fragments of a large terra
catta bull from Tchoga-2Zanbil in the Tehran museum, using her knowledge as
adentist! Ten years later, she managed to finish the restoration af an other
animal of the same fabrication, 3 winged quadruped with the head aof 3
qriffin, exhibited at the Susa museum, which apened in 1957 (Fig 2}

Aalter 21 22&30 ans in Susa, Raoman Ghirshman retired in 1967, but 1t
sasonot the end af the work of this Ureless excavalor, pecause at the
requezt af the Anglo-{rantan i1 Co, he went on exploring two sites in the

akhtiar mountans, on the west of the Iranian plateau. During three

spasons to HBard-e Merchandeh and =iy seasons
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to Mas)id-l Solaiman, and
thapks to the care of the ot company, Foman and Tania enjoyed relatively
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the Guest -houte 30 as Lo procesd until 1970 Lo the

camioriatle housing at
clearing of Uwo Farthian terraces, being the only two members of the field

=131, helped during the three last gears by the architect Hermann Gasche
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the French Delegations since 1962



e from Roamisn that the mosl hesutifyl 1@0e was paid 1o hig wile,
when i 1854, Be ends hiz prefdace in wolume 45 of the Memoirs of the
arciiseological Delegation in frand by the wards "To mere than anyene, my
feelings 2 gratitude go 1o ey wiTe who taak upon hersel! mostly during the
five deit years, toodo the work generally done by several membarz of an
archenioqical missicn. Because all the restorations of the found artifacis,

their drawings on the ca

45, their fiting and the actuel carrying out of
dozens of plates drawn and publizhed here, svithout mentioning the typing of
the manuscript, are her work Her {abor and her effort were immeasurahle”
she waz then 74 and yet it was not the end of her labor because zhe
canitinued 1n Faris to e her huskand's collaborator and cecretary until his
death i 1979 dumnng a convention in Budapest she had begged tam not to
attend

She went on fighting in order to pubhish a manuscript of Eoman
Ghirshman on 788 Jiniaesmisas sqg lagir dmassgna, publizshed in 1253 with the
callabaration of Thereze de Sonneville-David Deprived of her reason for
hing her ctrength decihned and she passed away less than a year later,
ieaving a testimaony of indomitable courage in the zervice of a cauze she had

ambiraced oth her

fusband. For this reason, one cannat separate the names
Foman and  Tania  Ghirshman: yes, “her lator and her effort  were

immeasurable”.
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Faris, 1996

{Traduction Sylvie Marshatll)

B Chivshman, Trrsssss serrens o Sorg-# Rechsnoel F Meird-7 Sxlsimen, Paris, 1975



