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Grace Harriet Macurdy (1866-1946) by Sarah B. Pomeroy

Grace Macurdy was known as an author of works on royal women of the
Hellenistic period and as a teacher at Vassar College for forty-four years. She was born
in Robbinston, Maine on September 12 to Simon Angus Macurdy and Rebecca Thomson
Macurdy. Through her maternal grandmother, she traced her descent back to Governor
William Bradford of Plymouth.

Grace. Macurdy was graduated from Radcliffe College in 1888 where she was
admitted to Phi Beta Kappa. Her first teaching position was at the Cambridge School for
Girls, but she began teaching at Vassar in 1893. From 1899-1900, she was able to attend
the University of Berlin, on a fellowship from the Boston Women’s Educational
Association, and was awarded a Ph.D. by Columbia University in 1903. At Vassar she
taught courses in Greek and Latin literature as well as in Greek art, history, and
civilization. She also published many articles and reviews in British and American
journals.

In the year of Professor Macurdy’s retirement (1937), Henry Noble MacCracken,
President of Vassar College, wrote in his annual report: “Her deep interest in the
achievements of women and in their opportunities both for political and for social
equality has led her studies of late into the history of Greek women. Her humor, her
gaiety, and her eloquence have combined with her rare learning to bring distinction to the

classical studies that have made graduates of Vassar desired in every graduate school.”



Dr. Theodore Erck, who had been her colleague at Vassar, wrote: “Grace
Macurdy was a splendid representation of that generation of emancipated women who
distinguished the faculties of American women’s colleges during the first third of the
Twentieth Century, women who spurned marriage and devoted their entire lives and their
entire energies to their chosen professions and careers.”

Dr. Macurdy spent many summers traveling and doing research abroad, mostly in
England. During World War II, she played an active role in Greek and British war relief.
In July, 1946, Great Britain awarded her the King’s Medal for Service in the Cause of
Freedom.

Grace Macurdy died in Poughkeepsie, New York on October 23, 1946. Her
correspondence with Gilbert Murray, John Masefield, Jane Ellen Harrison, W.W. Tarn,

and other scholars was given to the Bodleian and to the Vassar College library.
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