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Laboratory research identifies common environmental chemicals as 
animal mammary carcinogens, endocrine disruptors, and development 
toxins, suggesting possible effects on breast cancer.  In addition, recent 
human research, though it remains sparse, provides some evidence of 
associations with PCBs, PAHs, organic solvents, and dioxin.  
Contributions of the Cape Cod Breast Cancer and Environment Study 
will be discussed within the broader context of breast cancer and 
environment research.  The Cape Cod Study includes the development of 
geographic information system (GIS) methods for individual-level 
exposure assessment in a case-control study of 2100 women, and testing 
for 89 endocrine disrupting compounds in house dust, indoor air, and 
women’s urine from 120 homes.  Results provide the most comprehensive 
assessment of EDCs in homes and the first measurement reported for 30 
of the chemicals.  The study is conducted with community based 
participatory research methods emphasizing input from and report-back 
to community residents and study participants. 
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