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THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

ITED OFFICIAL USE

MEMORANDUM- FOR:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

concern regarding the uneven

At
President
of Public

the encer
B8lanco,
Diplomacy for Latin America

THE PRESIDENT

George P. Shult

News Coveraqge 0of Centra

tainment foi:lowling the State Dinner for

vou 1ndicated to Otto J. Reich, Coordinator
and the Caribbean, your
coverage of news from Central

entioned CBS tiews piece from

America. As an example, you a

Nicaraqua several months agqo which showed film pufchased from &
Cuban crew shcowing only farm machinery being Hnloaded from &
Soviet freignter which we knew was also carrving weapons.

To illustrate what the Cffice of Public Diplomacy has been
doing to help improve the guality of informetion the American
people are receiving, Ambassador R2eich nas asked me to relay to
vou one example of a related news piece. Recently, the CBS
Evening News shcowed a two~part 4oCumentary entitled *EBehnindg
Rebel Lines" (from El alvacor}. We understand Irom Ambassedor
Thomas Pickering that both vou and Vice President Bush were
upset about this fiim, &nd with gooc rezson.

Immediately upon viewling the documentary, Ambassador Reilch
asked for a tape because 1t was obvicus that i1t was untalanczd
anc conveyed & Zeceptive image Zavorable =o <he cuerrillas and
Zistorting of U.S. and E1l Zalvacoran CGovernmenI <ca&ls and
Tactics 1n rthe conflict.

Ambassacor Reich spenc o one nour with ews '
“Jiplomatic correspondent priva: reviewl the L {and four
ocner pieces of 8S news i1IZ=m3 on C=ntrail erican which nad
o=2en shown over a periccé of a2l Zavs befocre toh rch ZS EL
Sazlvadoran elec-ions). The sponcent TET nctes of
Ambassador Reich's analysis and objections gocut toh EWS
Ti=ces which he subDsequennt.y passed O nelwOrlk SXeCUlives.
Srhortly thereafcer, Ambars . reich was referred te the
wasninaton Bureau Chilef faor CBS News who Wwas innerssted in
follewing up on this shtory. Ambassador RelCh nas 31nces Spent
2bout two nhours with him znc the €35 »xecutive 15 arranding for
z “screeninag® o the "Sehind 21 Linest 4 TarY whers
Anbascador Ferch wilil, pruvate iy and 2o L, e HXDIIIN T

GG CenLon e Tor proddaIin: Ln T RGNS
LIMITED CEPIOIAL IUE
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1S was not an eIforc

y tc point out flaws in the
re recelving. So £

dial and cooperativ

objections. He ex~lained that t
embarrass anyone but simply to tr
informacisn the American people a
everyone at CBS has Teen very cor
Ambassador Reich.

This 1s one exampie of what the Cffice of Public Diplomacy
has been doing. It has been repeated dozens of times over the
past few months. It 15 a very slow and arcuous efiort to try
0 Show ©O “he networks that thevy are not i1llustracting to the
American people an accurate picturs of what 15 hap ine 1n
Central america. We are attempting to build the xinds of
relationsnips with the news media that will enable uz to dicpel
-ne disinformation and aisinformztion which has teen =0
prevalent in coverage while at the same tihme ageressively
axpressing our policy objectives.

with regard to the documentary in guestion, I will let you
xkncw of the outcome ¢f the CRBS lNews lnguiry &s soon &g Mr.
2erich has completed hls work.
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