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MEMORANDUM FOR RCBERT C. MCFARLANE
FROM: OLIVER YCRTH

SUBJECT: FDN Air Atteck cf 1 September (U)

Shortly after noon on 1l September, three FDN Cessna O-2
(nush-ull) aircrafe, launched from the FDN Resistance Bass R
R T R attacked the Sandinista Military School at
Santa Claca, Nzca'aqua with 2.75in. rockets (see¢ map at Tab A).
Accompanying zhe strike axrc*aft, for commandvard control was a
Huqhes S00-0 heliccpter B et o .
NS Aboard the helzcopter was a U.S. Pflv‘t‘ citizen
ho aoparently was killed when the helicopter was dcwned by
Sandinista small arms/AA fire. We have no evidence that SA-7
missiles were fired at any aircraft., TTSL
This cperation was nct sponscred/dlrec:ed bv or briefed to any of
our CIA personnel ERESRTENE In discuss:ons with Adolfo Calero
both last night and this morning, it is evident that ths Resistance
Forces launched the attack after being goaded by the non-of‘zcxal
Americans on-scene at the FDN Headquarters (Rt i tnuC)
Calero, when he lef: EENERNER on Friday, 31 August left instructions
that this operation sheculd not be conducted until he had talked
to us. At our meetings with Calero on 1 September, both Clarridge
and North urged that the operation be postponed because the
rockats necessary for the attack had to be saved for potential
use against the next arms delivery. Calerc agreed, and in
discussions with him this morning, indicated that the attack was
undertaken without his permission. He has further expressed
concerng that the growing presence cf “non-official assistants”®
will increase the likelihood of similar incidents. From a
military pezspective the loss of the only operating FON helicopter
on the Horthern Pront ig a serious blew. Tha only remaining
helicopter available to the Rcsxstancc Forces is located at a
small private field FEEESENEEE It may therefore be necessary
to ask a privatce donor to donate 2 helicopter to the FDN for use .
in any upcoming operation against an arms delivery. We are
knowledgabls that FDH resources are not adequate to purchase a
heldfopter at this tims. TTSI_
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et inf .13 sources on the ground
that there were no Civiliansg casualties and that other foreign
Sandinista advisors (Monteneros [Argentine terrorists] and
Chilinos) may 2lsc have been killed when rockets struck the

instructors’ barracks. This information is at varianc ith the
Ssandinista press reporting we have already seen (Tab CGHH\T$SL

"
NS the attack
A summary of

This afternoon the FDN will announce froo i
was indeed undertaken and that Cubans were

the FDN press statement is at Ta") D. ~8)

Given the President's trip this afternoon, there will undoubtedly
be numerous questions by the mediaz traveling with the party. We
should have no official statement con the event, but a properly
worded and used backgrounder could be helpful in emphasizing our
need to re-involve the USG in the Resistance effort. Since our
briefings to the SSCI and the HPSCI, we have emphasized to

members of Congress that the lack of funding creates a situation

in which the USG has very little, if any, control over the PDN.

A carefully worded press backgrounder could help reap some small
benefit from this unfortunate event. Proposed press guidance is _

attached Tab I.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. That you brief the President on this action using the points
acove. .
Approve > 1 Disapprove

2. That you approve the use of the press statement and guidance
at Tab I and pass to Bob Sims.

Approve Disspprove

-

3. That you approve my approaching a private donor for the
provision of a replacement civilian helicopter for use on

the Northern Front.

Approve




