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SCOPE OF C1A ACTIVITIES -amT -
UNDER THE N1CARAGUA FINDING :

The Finding replaces the 1 Decesber 1981 Finding which
suthorized certain covert acticn programs in Nicaragus and Central
Azerics. This progras Temsins a critical element of U.S. policy
in the region which recognizes that Nicaragus's Sandinista regime, —
with Soviet and Cubst active support, is implementing s strategy of
full support for insurgent elesents whose aiw is the overthrowv of
democratic governments in the region. The political and
paraeilitery pressures crested by this program sre linked and
are essential (1) to enabie friendly Central American nations
to strengthen democratic political institutions and gchieve
economic and social development, free fros Soviet, Cuban,
and Sandinistas interference and (2) to induce a negotisted
pelitical resclution of international tensions in Central
Aberica.

This Finding suthorizes the provision of material support
and guidance to Nicaragwss resistsnce groups; its goal is to induce
the Sandinista governmest in Ricarague to entaer into meaningful
negotigtions vith its seighboring netions; and to induce the
Sapdinistas snd the Cubens and their u«llies to cease their
provision of arms, traiming, command and control facilities aad

apctuary to rggional Sasurgencies. This support is to de provided
' in cooperation with others, as appropriate. The
ovisicn of tical support and funding to oppositios leaders
snd organizations . t order to
maintain their via ty-—4is also authorized.

POLITICAL ACTION: Fiassecial and saterial support will be provided
to Nicaraguan oppositiea lesders aad orgsnigations to enadle thes
to deal with the Sandixistes from a positios of political stresgth
and to continus to exart political pressure et the Sandinistas to
Tetura to the origissl premises of the revolutions — free
elections political plumaliem, besic humea rights and a frse press.

PARAMILITARY ACTION: Amms and other support will be provided to
Nicaraguss peraxilitary forces operstisg inside Nicarsgus for the
purpose ef prassurisg the Ssndinista goversment and its Cuben
E;iywm agse thaoir support for vegionsl insurgescias.

n

astructers will train these forces to sttack tergets
Nicaras 2 order te deny facilities, interrupt support
networks end to raise ths price the Cubans and Nicaraguans and
their allies wust pay fer cont d support of dusurgeat groups
elsevhere in Central America.

U.S. suppert for paramilitary forces inside Nicarsgus will
be terminated wien it is verified that: "(a) the Soviets, Cubans,
and Sandinistas have cressed providing arms, training, command
ané control facilities and lo~istical support for military or

SECRET



SECRET -

paramilitary operations in or against any country in Central
Anerica, and (b) Nicareguec has comnitted itgelf to providing
amnesty and noo~discriminstory participation i{no the Nicaraguan
political process by all Nicaraguans.

PROPAGANDA AND CIVIC ACTION: Guidance end smedia assistacce will
be prolid:d to Nicaraguan opposition elcsentes and param tary

forces i .
Propag wvill be used to promote pluraligs, human rights,

freedom of the press, free elections and democratic processes
inside Nicarsaguas and throughout the region. Paramilitary units
will be trained in field medicine, basic agriculture and
political/psychological action in ordar to assist local populations

and to gain and maintain popular support.

FUNDING REQUIRED: $19,000,000 4s included in the Fiscal Year 1984
ClA bdudget for this progras. AAdditionel funding requirements, to
be determined by developueats 4o the ares, could be as much as
$14,000,000. Any such additionsl funding will have to come fica -
the Agency‘'s Reserve for Contingencies or other authorized sources.
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RISKS: This proposal carries with it the risks that the
Cubans may increase their military presence in Nicaragua to defend
their installations and to control rising internal opposition to
the Sendinistas, and that the Ni{carsguans mey increase their
covert activities or take direct military action against
Honduras. The USSR 1g sot likely to take ap active direct
wilitary role in Central Asmerica.

The Snndiuia:aArcgiuc may heighten repression 1o Nicaragus
but this would only continue the course of sction in wvhich cthe
Sandinistas have been esgaged since 1979 to eliminate democratic

pluralisz.
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