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The Honorable William J. Casey : A "ozt g -
Director of Central Intelligence 1-1;““m56%£%522§8
Central Intelligence Agency et " Mt Secunty Couney
Washington, D.C. 20505

Dear Bfill:

All cthis pest weekend, I've been trying to figure out how I can

most easily tell you my feelings about the discovery of the

President having approved uwining some of the harbors of Central .
America.

It gets down to oune, lictle, simple phrase: I am pissed off!

I understand you had briefed the House on this matter. I‘ve heard
that. Nowv, during the importanc debate we had 211l last week and

the wveek before, on wherther we would {increase fuyads for the
Nicaragus pregram, ve wetre doiag all right, until a Member of the
Committee charged that the Presidant had approved the afning. I
strongly denied that because I had never heard of Lt. I fouad out
the next day that the CIA had, wich cthe vritten approval of the
President, engaged in such mining, and the approval came in February!

Bill, thias {s no way to run a rallrcad and I fiud myself in a hell
of a quandary. I am forced to apologize to the Members of cthe
Intelligence Committee becauge I did not know the facts on this.
At the ssme time, my couaterpart {no the House did know.

The President has asked us to back his foreign policy. Bill, how
can we back hig foreign policy vhen we don't know what the hell he
is doing? Laebanon, yes, we sll knev that he senrt troops over there.
But mine the harbors in Nicaragua? This is ac act violating
international lav. It {s an act of wvar. For the l{fe of me, I
doa't see how ve are going to explain fc.

My simple guess 1s that the House {s going to defeat this supplemental
and we will not be in aanv posltfon to put up such of an argument

after we ware not given the (nformation ve were entitled to receive;
particularly, 1f my memorv serves me correctly, vhen you briefed

us on Central Ameri{ca just 4« .ouple of veeks ago. And the order

 UNCLASSIFiED (930



383

. GNCLASSIFIED

The Honorable William J. Casey

Page Two
April 9, 1984

I don't like this. I don't like it one bit from the Presideat or
from you. I don't think ve need a lot of lengthy explanations.
The deed has been done and, {n the future, {f anvtlhing like this
happens, I'w going to raise onc hell of a lot of fuss about {1t

in public. ‘

Sinfeyely,

k! {SyZZZ?ﬁjioft

Chalrxan
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