
SCHOL ARSHIP

AND

RESEARCH

OPPORTUNITIES Alpert Medical School encourages scholarly activity
throughout the four years of medical training. Rather
than imposing a graduation requirement, the School
facilitates scholarship by providing curricular opportu-
nities and resources, supporting a culture of scholarly
achievement, encouraging your development as a critical
thinker, and fostering creativity and engagement.

The Scholarly Concentrations Program, the establish-
ment of self-study days (Wednesdays) throughout Year 2,
the broad basic and translational research opportunities
at Brown, the ample independent study time during the
clinical years—all are intended to encourage and enable
you to complete scholarly work.

SCHOL ARLY CONCENTR ATIONS

One of Alpert Medical School’s innovative offerings is the
Scholarly Concentrations Program. Students who elect
to participate in the program pursue a course of study
beyond the conventional medical education curriculum
and complete a scholarly product.

Introduced during the first year, the program offers you
the chance to translate personal interests into intensive,
longitudinal, cross-disciplinary study. You can pursue
rigorous independent scholarship in one of more than
a dozen areas, including global health, aging, and infor-
matics. Once you declare an area of concentration,
you’ll complete a summer immersion experience. Then,
over the next three years, you’ll work with your concen-
tration mentor to complete a final academic product that
makes a significant contribution to scholarship in your
chosen field.

If you decide to pursue a scholarly concentration, you’ll
receive guidance throughout the process: the School pro-
vides robust advising services to help students identify
and pursue the right opportunity.

med.brown.edu/education/concentrations/

“ My primary project [in the scholarly concentrations

program] has been to conduct a needs assessment

of physician-mothers . . . In this study, we found that

physician-mothers across medicine struggle to achieve

a balance between home and work and that support in

both arenas can be variable at best. . . As a student and

as a mother (my daughter is almost 2!), this has been an

incredibly personal project.”

– MARINA MACNAMARA MD’13

G E T A H E A D
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RESEARCH

If you hope to gain research experience in medical
school, opportunities at Alpert Medical School abound.
Each year, the School and its affiliates receive more than
$213 million in external research funding that represents
the full spectrum of scientific and clinical disciplines.
Alpert Medical School students are an active part of this
research. Seventy-five percent of the MD Class of 2011
participated in community-based research projects
during their four years, for example—that’s 50 percent
higher than the national average. Research typically
results in published papers and conference presentations,
and can take the form of a brief independent study, a
longitudinal experience, an additional year of study, a
summer experience, or a second degree program.

At Brown, laboratories in both clinical and basic science
research welcome medical students. Medical students
choose from a variety of research settings available in the
seven Alpert Medical School-affiliated hospitals, in the
laboratories located on or adjacent to the main campus,
and in the University’s 10 public health research centers.

STANDOUT PROGR AMS

The Brown Institute for Brain Science

Brown is a leader in brain-related research. Efforts are
centered at the Brown Institute for Brain Science (BIBS),
which includes more than 100 Brown faculty and is
headed by John Donoghue, a world-renowned neurosci-
entist who developed BrainGate—the most sophisticated
brain-computer interface yet tested in humans. The
Institute’s 11 research areas—including neurobiology of
disease and behavior and motor control—offer excep-
tional research opportunities for medical students.

COBRE Grant Programs

The University and affiliated hospitals have received a
number of substantial grants from the NIH’s Center
of Biomedical Research Excellence (COBRE). These
awards—designed to strengthen institutional biomedical
research capability and enhance research infrastructure—
have helped launch several critical centers for faculty and
student research, including the Brown University Center
for Genomics and Proteomics and its Center for Cancer
Signaling Networks, the Center of Biomedical Research
Excellence for Skeletal Health and Repair, and a COBRE
stem cell research center.

In addition to opportunities on or near the University,
there are off-campus programs—including global re-
search experiences—available to Alpert medical students.

med.brown.edu/research/

IN THE MONE Y

Alpert Medical School supports student scholarship and
research by funding a variety of activities. As a first-year
medical student, you’ll have the opportunity to apply for
a summer assistantship (SA), which is the primary fund-
ing mechanism to support summer work. Approximately
two-thirds of students apply for summer funding, and
Brown’s funding rate is near 80 percent. Students col-
laborate with Brown faculty to develop project proposals
and to publish scientific abstracts, posters, and articles—
creating in the process deep and long-lasting mentoring
relationships. Alpert Medical School also provides travel
funding to support student attendance at national and
international conferences.

“ I’m always amazed at how receptive

Brown’s faculty are to having medical stu-

dents work with them. I’ve sent countless

emails off to doctors and researchers, not

expecting to hear back from anyone, only

to get responses from everyone. Instead

of feeling like I had to pick some mundane

research project I wasn’t interested in, I’ve

had choices on which projects to pursue,

and the opportunity to publish and pres-

ent findings—skills that are invaluable to

my future as a physician.

There is no shortage of research opportu-

nities here at Brown. With such a diverse,

accomplished, and accessible faculty, it’s

almost impossible not to find someone

willing to work with you, no matter what

your interests are.”

– MICHELLE GOSSELIN MD’13
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