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Dear Students, 

Congratulations on the remarkable accomplishment of graduating 

from The Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University.  To 

be amongst the next generation of physicians and scientists is truly 

an honor that you have worked very hard to achieve. 

 

For the past four years you have learned through a combination of 

classroom hours, board exams and clerkships.  When you leave 

Alpert Medical School you will embark on the next chapter of your 

medical career and put all that you have learned into practice.  The 

next steps are important because you have the power to steer the 

course of healthcare.  You will continue to learn and develop your 

skills as a physician.  You will become privileged as you learn how 

to earn a patient’s trust.  You will be challenged but always 

remember that Medicine is the best profession in the world. 

 

Brown and Alpert Medical School take great pride in sending such 

an exemplary group of physicians into residency.  Have courage to 

break new ground and follow your passion.  I wish you the best of 

luck in the years to come. 

 

 

Jack A. Elias, MD 

Dean of Medicine and Biological Sciences 

Frank L. Day Professor of Biology 

The Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University 

 



   

John Evrard Prize Andrew Katz  

John J. Cunningham Memorial  

 Family Medicine Award  Ryan Heney 

The Henry Randall Prize  Brendon Esquibel 

Jack and Edna Saphier Prize  Allison Kay 

  Amie Leaverton  

Al Senft Prize Bianca Stifani  

Christopher Benedick, M.D. Child 

 Psychiatry Award  Claire Williams 

Herbert Rakatansky Prize Catherine Paniszyn  

Amos Throop Prize  Grayson Armstrong  

Isaac Ray Award in Psychiatry Gregory Barnett  

Stanley Aronson Prize Justine Cormier 

  John Williams  

Brown Chapter of Sigma Xi Prize Sarah Rapoport  

The Rhode Island Radiology Society  

  Award Erica Alexander  

New England Pediatric Society Prize Tendo Kironde  

Society for Academic Emergency  

 Medicine Prize Avery Clark  

R.I. Chapter of the American College of  

 Emergency Physicians Prize Daniel Resnick-Ault  

R.I. Chapter, American College of  

 Physicians–American Society of Internal  

 Medicine Scholarship Elizabeth Marshall  

RI Chapter of the American College of Surgeons /  

Providence Surgical Society Graduating  

Medical Student Award Carolyn Luppens 

Excellence in Public Health Award Jamille Taylor 

The Leonard Tow Humanism in Medicine  

 Award presented by the  

 Arnold P. Gold Foundation .Claire Williams  

  Bethany Gentilesco, MD  

David S. Greer Prize Angela Esquibel  

Dean’s Prize Isha Parulkar 

  Matthew Schwede 



   

 

 

 

Alpha Omega Alpha 

Inductees 

 

Alpha Omega Alpha is organized for educational purposes 

exclusively and not for profit, and its aims shall be the promotion 

of scholarship and research in medical schools, the encouragement 

of a high standard of character and conduct among medical 

students and graduates, and the recognition of high attainment in 

medical science, practice, and related fields. 

 

Nigar Ahmedli 

Tariq Ali 

Grayson Armstrong 

Daniel Cho 

Rahul Dalal 

Zachary Grabel 

Hannah Janeway 

Allison Kay 

Aron Mohan 

Patrick Mulvaney 

Lindsey Negrete 

Catherine Paniszyn 

Isha Parulkar 

Juliann Reardon 

Matthew Schwede 

Joanna Sharpless 

Corey Spiro 

Joanne Wang 

Michael Xiong 

 



   

Gold Humanism Honor Society 

Inductees 

 

Honors senior medical students, residents, role-model physician 

teachers and other exemplars recognized for “demonstrated 

excellence in clinical care, leadership, compassion and dedication 

to service.”  The GHHS is organized to elevate the values of 

humanism and professionalism within the field of medicine and its 

constituent institutions, and help to establish relationships with 

practicing physicians.  Election of exemplars to the Gold 

Humanism Honor Society makes a significant statement to medical 

school faculty, students, and the public that an institution places 

high value on the interpersonal skills and attitudes that are essential 

for excellent patient care. 

 

 

Grayson Armstrong 

John Butler 

Gina Chen 

Angela Esquibel 

Tendo Kironde 

Brendon Esquibel 

Alma Guerrero 

Ryan Heney 

Hannah Janeway 

Calvin Lambert 

Kevin Liou 

Elizabeth Marshall 

Patrick Mulvaney 

Catherine Paniszyn 

Isha Parulkar 

Sara Schlotterbeck 

Matthew Schwede 

Joanna Sharpless 

Jacquelyn Silva 

Claire Williams 

Samuel Yang 

 



   

Scholarly Concentration 

Inductees 

 

The Scholarly Concentrations Program is an elective program 

through which Alpert Medical School students elect to pursue a 

course of study beyond that of the conventional medical education 

curriculum.  Students who participate in a Scholarly Concentration 

undertake rigorous independent scholarship in a cross-disciplinary 

field of interest and produce an academic product, such as a 

manuscript of publication quality, a curriculum project, or an 

equivalent product appropriate to the field of study. 

 

 

 

Veronica Alexander 

Grayson Armstrong 

Honora Burnett 

John Butler 

Keith Butts 

Nicholas Canelo 

Grace Chow 

Alice Chuang 

Caitlin Cohen 

Ami Cuneo 

Ella Damiano 

Gregory Elia 

Angela Esquibel 

Ryan Heney 

Hannah Janeway 

Peter Kaminski 

Allison Kay 

Amie Leaverton 

Emily Li 

Kevin Liou 

Joy Liu 

Elizabeth Marshall 

Shakir McLean 

Suresh Mohan 

Nicholas Nassikas 

Catherine Paniszyn 

Isha Parulkar 

Reshma Ramachandran 

Shankar Ramaswamy 

Juliann Reardon 

Rohit Sangal 

Terra Schaetzel-Hill 

Bianca Stifani 

Jonathan Thorndike 

 



   

The John Evrard Prize      

Andrew Katz 

M.D. Class of 2017 

 

This prize is awarded to the top second-year student(s) in the 

pathophysiology course. 

 

Dr. Evrard was recruited to Brown’s medical faculty in 1973 as a 

professor of obstetrics and gynecology and, simultaneously to the 

staff of Women & Infants Hospital, where he was appointed 

director of medical education.  He was a renowned lecturer and 

writer and a caring counselor of students of medicine.  Two years 

before his death, he published a book in collaboration with David 

Nichols, M.D., titled Ambulatory Gynecology.  For six consecutive 

years, he was voted outstanding professor by seniors of the medical 

school and was given the William Williams Keen Award by Brown 

medical alumni in 1989. 

 

The award for the top student in the Pathophysiology course in the 

second year is well deserved for this hard working, brilliant young 

physician to be. 

 

Andrew grew up in Suffern, NY and enrolled in the PLME 

at Brown in 2009.  During his time as an undergraduate, he studied 

human biology with a focus on brain and behavior.  While at 

Brown, Andrew was a member of the varsity swimming team, 

worked for the Admission Office to coordinate prospective student 

programming, and served as a representative on the Medical 

Curriculum Committee.  He graduated magna cum laude with 

honors in 2013 and was also nominated to the Sigma Xi Scientific 

Honor Society. 

I n his first two years at Alpert Medical School, Andrew was 

part of the Scholarly Concentration in Medical Education in which 

he revamped the preclinical histology laboratory sessions.  This 

past year he served as the co-coordinator of the tutoring program 



   

for first year medical students.  He spent this summer teaching high 

school students at Brown and doing research at Women and 

Infant’s Hospital.  He enjoys spending time with friends, cooking, 

and traveling, and he is looking forward to the next two years of 

medical school! 

 
 

The John J. Cunningham Memorial  

Family Medicine Award     

Ryan Heney 

M.D. Class of 2015 

 

This award is given to the graduating medical student whose 

academic and clinical excellence, care, compassion, and service to 

others best exemplifies the principles of family medicine. 

 

The award honors Jack Cunningham, M.D., a Pawtucket family 

physician, for his care of patients, medical students, residents, and 

colleagues with concern and competence.  Together with Dr. David 

Greer, Jack Cunningham founded the Department of Family 

Medicine Residency Program at Memorial Hospital of Rhode 

Island in 1975. 

 

 Ryan grew up in Essex, Vermont and came to AMS after 

graduating summa cum laude from Boston College with a degree 

in Chemistry.  As an undergraduate, he worked in several labs as 

an organic synthetic chemist in diabetes and cancer drug 

development.  After graduation, Ryan took a job as a medicinal 

chemist and worked for three years on the discovery of novel 

antibacterial compounds.  Finding himself unfulfilled by his many 

years locked away in a lab, Ryan volunteered in the Emergency 

Room at Mt. Auburn Hospital in Cambridge, MA and with the 

encouragement of his lovely wife and family decided to pursue a 

career in clinical medicine. 

Ryan has had an excellent experience at AMS, where he 

has benefited greatly from the tutelage of our many outstanding 



   

faculty and his remarkable classmates.  He helped lead various 

groups including the Family Medicine Interest Group and the 

Cancer Awareness and Reflection Elective.  He has been very 

active in medical education as a MedEd Scholarly Concentrator 

where his work included a position as a TA for an undergraduate 

premedical seminar and serving as the coordinator of the 2015 

Clinical Skills Clerkship.  During his time here, Ryan helped to 

design, coordinate and teach an innovative learner-led faculty 

development program on the role of technology in creating and 

supporting learning experiences.  Ryan is also the proud co-

founder of the Alpert Medical School’s intramural hockey team.   

Ryan has been recognized as the 2014 Medical Student of 

the Year by the Rhode Island Academy of Family Physicians and 

was voted into the Gold Humanism Society by his peers.  He is 

looking forward to continuing to serve Rhode Island as a Family 

Medicine Resident at Memorial Hospital in Pawtucket, RI.   

 

 

The Henry Randall Prize     

Brendon Esquibel 

M.D. Class of 2015 

 

This prize is awarded to the graduating medical student planning a 

career in surgery or a surgical subspecialty based upon superior 

performance in the surgery clerkship. 

 

Dr. Randall was a prominent surgeon and researcher who served as 

surgeon-in-chief of Rhode Island Hospital and chair of the 

Department of Surgery at Brown from 1970 to 1979.  Dr. Randall, 

known as the “Father of Enteral Nutrition,” devoted himself to 

educating other physicians on this innovative form of surgical 

nutrition and the importance of a multidisciplinary team approach 

to nutrition care.  His dedication to the care of his patients and his 

surgical teachings have influenced multiple generations of 

clinicians, researchers, and surgeons. 

 



   

Brendon grew up in a small town in rural northern Maine, from 

where he went on to study at his home state university (The 

University of Maine) before spending a year serving with 

AmeriCorps, a domestic community service program.  It was then 

that Brendon was excited and grateful to learn about his acceptance 

into the medical school at Brown University.  

The past four years have been a busy, but exciting journey 

for Brendon.  Looking back, he cannot help but express his 

gratitude for the opportunities he has been given as a Brown 

medical student.  The medical school faculty and staff have been 

actively supportive of his efforts to gain exposure to low-resource 

settings domestically and abroad, a collection of experiences that 

helped him decide to pursue the specialty of general surgery.  

Although Brendon has worked hard and excelled academically in 

several areas of medical school, he owes much of his success to the 

people who have helped and encouraged him along the way, 

including the faculty and residents of the Department of Surgery.  

He also owes much to his family and his classmate and wife, 

Angela, who is also receiving an award today.  Brendon deeply 

believes that to those to whom much has been given, much will be 

expected – and as one who have been given much, he looks 

forward to offering his skills as a surgeon and his hope as a 

Christian to be a blessing to those in need.  

 Brendon and Angela will begin their respective residency 

training programs in general surgery and family medicine at 

Gundersen Lutheran and La Crosse-Mayo medical centers in La 

Crosse, Wisconsin. 

 

 

Jack and Edna Saphier Prize     

Allison Kay 

Amie Leaverton 

M.D. Class of 2015 

 

This prize is awarded annually to the graduating medical students 

who have made the most outstanding original contributions to the 



   

field of obstetrics and/or gynecology.  The contribution may be the 

product of basic or clinical research and in the form of a 

manuscript that contributes new knowledge or insight to the 

discipline. 

 

The prize was established by Dr. and Mrs. Henry Saphier and his 

brother, Dr. Albert Saphier, in honor of their parents, Jack and 

Edna.  Both Dr. Saphiers are obstetrician/gynecologists, and Henry 

and his wife Marieanna are parents of four Brown graduates, 

including one medical school graduate, Carl Saphier ‘88 MD’92. 

 

 Allison Kay earned her B.A. degree in Chemistry with 

Honors at Dartmouth College in 2009.  After graduation she spent 

a year abroad volunteering for a non-governmental organization in 

Pokhara, Nepal focused on empowering women in the trekking and 

tourism industry.  She also conducted lab research on snake anti-

venom with the Red Cross in Bangkok, Thailand.  Upon her return 

to the United States, she worked as a clinical research assistant in 

the travel medicine/infectious diseases department at Mount 

Auburn Hospital in Cambridge, MA, where her research efforts led 

to her first publication. 

 Allison entered Alpert Medical School in August of 2011.  

During medical school, she focused her interests in Women’s and 

Global Health.  Under the mentorship of Dr. Star Hampton, an 

urogynecologist at Women & Infants Hospital, Allison conducted 

research on the topic of obstetric fistula (leading to several 

publications), traveled twice to Kigali, Rwanda on obstetric fistula 

surgical repair mission trips, and participated in the Global Health 

Scholarly Concentration.  Her extracurricular activities also 

included serving on the admissions committee, coordinating a free 

cervical cancer screening event at Rhode Island Hospital, tutoring 

other medical students, and co-creating a sexual health pre-clinical 

elective.  Allison was nominated to AOA honorary society 

membership in her final year of medical school.  After graduation, 

she will move to Seattle, WA to begin an Obstetrics & Gynecology 

residency at the University of Washington. 



   

 

 

Amie graduated summa cum laude from the University of Oregon 

in 2007 with a B.A. in Political Science and Spanish and a minor 

in Latin American Studies.  Upon graduation, she joined Teach For 

America and spent three years teaching English as a Second 

Language to immigrant students at a middle school in the South 

Bronx.  While working full time she also earned her Masters of 

Teaching.  It was through teaching that she became interested in 

medicine as she recognized the important role health played in the 

stability of her students’ and their families’ lives.  She became 

especially passionate about women’s health as a crucial aspect of 

community empowerment and preventing teen pregnancy.  

Amie completed a postbaccalaureate premedical program at 

Bryn Mawr College before entering The Warren Alpert Medical 

School of Brown University.  As a medical student, she continued 

to pursue her interests in education, women’s health and serving 

immigrant and low-income communities.  She co-founded a Sexual 

Health Preclinical Elective, served on the board of the Brown 

Student Community Clinic, and created a case-based learning 

small group session on endometrial cancer for the human 

reproduction course.  Internationally, Amie worked in rural 

Nicaragua designing a curriculum map and lessons in Spanish that 

are currently being used to train local mothers to support the 

pregnant women in their isolated communities.  As a member of 

the Women’s Reproductive Health Scholarly Concentration, Amie 

had the opportunity to conduct clinical research and completed a 

study that assessed the postpartum contraceptive needs of women 

with infants in the NICU and their knowledge of risk factors for 

preterm delivery.  The results were presented at the American 

Society of Reproductive Medicine’s annual meeting and were 

recently submitted for publication.  

Amie will begin her Obstetrics and Gynecology residency 

at Oregon Health and Sciences University in Portland, Oregon. 

 

 



   

Al Senft Prize      

Bianca Stifani 

M.D. Class of 2015 

 

This prize is awarded to the medical student who has shown the 

greatest promise as a potential leader in the field of international 

health. 

 

Dr. Senft was a leader in organizing the basic sciences for the M.D. 

degree, years before Brown Medical School was fully organized or 

operational.  A generation of Brown medical students learned 

parasitology in the classes supervised by Dr. Senft. 

 

Originally from Italy, Bianca grew up in Belgium and 

moved to New York City at the age of 14.  Her international 

upbringing helped spark an early interest in international health.   

As an undergraduate at Harvard, she designed an independent 

major in Global Health and African Studies that took her to work 

in Kenya and Mali.  Her studies convinced her that global health is 

not just about health issues abroad, but also about challenges faced 

by minority, immigrant or otherwise vulnerable populations 

domestically.  This realization led her to work for two years as an 

HIV/AIDS Case Manager in New York after college.  Since then, 

she has been as passionate about “global health at home” as she has 

been about international health challenges.  

Bianca came to Alpert Medical School in 2011, and joined 

the Scholarly Concentration in Global Health.  After her first year, 

she conducted an ethnographic research project on youth 

reproductive health in Ethiopia, for which she was awarded the 

Alpert Medical School Summer Assistantship and the Gold 

Foundation Student Summer Research Fellowship.  During her 

third year, she identified obstetrics & gynecology as the most 

exciting field for making a difference in global reproductive health.  

As a fourth year, she took her passion for family planning to 

Salvador, Brazil, where, as a Brown Community Health Fellow, 



   

she conducted research on contraceptive choices among HIV-

positive women.  

Bianca spent the last three months of medical school as a 

Hubert Global Health Fellow with the Center for Disease Control 

and Prevention in Maputo, Mozambique.  There, she worked with 

the Ministry of Health to develop a protocol for the evaluation of 

the country’s national program for the prevention of mother-to-

child transmission of HIV.  For this project, she was also awarded 

the Benjamin H. Keane Traveling Fellowship in Tropical Medicine 

from the American Society of Tropical Medicine & Hygiene.  

Throughout medical school, Bianca also continued to focus 

on domestic health inequalities. Together with Alpert Medical 

School classmates Shakir McLean and Veronica Alexander, she 

helped design and implement the school’s first required course on 

Health Disparities.  With other classmates, she conducted research 

on the challenges encountered by Spanish-speaking patients in 

seeking quality healthcare in Rhode Island.  

Bianca is looking forward to returning to her adopted 

hometown of New York City as an obstetrics & gynecology 

resident at Albert Einstein College of Medicine / Montefiore 

Medical Center.  

 

 

Christopher Benedick, M.D., Child Psychiatry Award 

Claire Williams 

M.D. Class of 2015 

 

This prize is awarded to the senior medical student who has 

achieved honors or near honors in her psychiatry clerkship; shown 

significant interest in child psychiatry during her child psychiatry 

elective and a knowledge in child psychiatry considered to be 

greater than those of her colleagues.  

 

Christopher Paul Benedick completed his general psychiatry 

residency and his child psychiatry fellowship at Brown.  Upon 

graduation, he became a clinical assistant professor of Psychiatry 



   

and Human Behavior and the chief of the Children’s Inpatient Unit 

at Bradley Hospital.  Chris was a beloved son, wonderful husband, 

standout father, exuberant teacher, mentor, and cherished friend.  

He was an outstanding role model for medical students and 

mentored many who went on to become child psychiatrists.  His 

untimely death in April 2004 left a void for many; but for those 

who were fortunate enough to know him, his incredible life lives 

on. 

 

It was clear from the first time Claire built a hospital out of Legos 

(then made her mother play with it for hours on end) that she was 

headed for a career in medicine.  For the next 23 years she pursued 

a variety of interests—international development, justice and 

reconciliation, child welfare, and juvenile justice—and somewhere 

between a fascination with the effects of trauma on young brains, a 

penchant for long convoluted stories, and a love of children 

wielding weapons, she found her place within the medical world—

child psychiatry. 

Claire enjoyed medical school immensely, often forgoing 

the convention of studying in favor of spending her time teaching 

sex education at a juvenile corrections facility, helping work in 

DCYF healthcare policy, and running adolescent substance abuse 

groups.  This may have contributed to her less stellar pre-clinical 

grades, but she made up for it with her performance in the clinical 

years, particularly excelling at thinking she heard a heart murmur, 

turning anything (name tags, tongue depressors, an old cup) into a 

distraction worthy toy, and responding to ?Homicidal psychiatry 

consults.  She has spent much of her time outside of the classroom 

brewing beer, trying to finally finish the Song of Ice and Fire 

books, and flying dollar store kites with her sister.  In the final step 

toward becoming a Rhode Islander, Claire will be staying at Brown 

for her Triple Board residency.  She would not be where she is 

today without the support, sage advice, and many laughs she 

received from her family, friends and mentors, so although she is 

sad to spend another 5 years away from her family, she is thrilled 



   

to be staying at Brown and continuing to work with the dedicated 

and inspiring mentors that have helped her over the last 4 years. 

 

 

The Herbert Rakatansky Prize      

Catherine Paniszyn 

M.D. Class of 2015 

 

This prize is awarded to a graduating medical student who has 

contributed to the health and well-being of her or his fellow 

students and/or in other ways exemplified commitment and 

leadership in the areas of medical professionalism, medical ethics 

and humanitarian service.  

 

Dr. Herbert Rakatansky, ‘56, founded the Physician Health 

Program of the Rhode Island Medical Society in 1979 and has 

chaired the Program ever since.  The program has helped hundreds 

of Rhode Island physicians, dentists, podiatrists and Physician 

Assistants consistently maintain the highest standards of 

professional performance.  Dr. Rakatansky is also faculty advisor 

to the Medical Student Health Council.  Dr. Rakatansky was 

president of the Rhode Island Medical Society in 1985-86.  He was 

a member of the Council on Ethical and Judicial Affairs of the 

American Medical Association for seven years, from 1994 to 2001 

and served as vice chair and chair of the Council for four years.  He 

has served on the clinical faculty of Brown since 1967 and became 

clinical emeritus professor of medicine in 2008. The prize was 

established by the Rhode Island Medical Society in 2012 in 

celebration of its bicentennial. 

 

Katie came to Brown in 2007 to join the eight-year 

combined undergraduate and medical school Program in Liberal 

Medical Education (PLME).  In college, she majored in Human 

Biology, with a focus in Brain and Behavior, and participated in 

summer classes in Germany at the Universities of Rostock and 

Tubingen.  She graduated with the Milton Hamolsky Prize, which 



   

is awarded to a PLME student for scholarly pursuits in the natural 

sciences.  Katie has also ventured into the field of education, which 

was destined to become her favorite nonclinical niche.  As a 

Medical Education Scholarly Concentrator, she has enjoyed 

delving into curriculum development, heading up the Alpert 

Medical School Tutoring and TA Program (along with her two 

fabulous co-leaders), and exploring medical education theory and 

practice in such areas as Interprofessional Education.   

In her recent medical school years, Katie was delighted to 

transition to the clinical setting, where she found herself caring for 

patients at last.  She has cherished getting to know her patients and 

their families, educating them about their health, and learning from 

them about the practice of medicine.  She has also seen that caring 

for others in a medical setting does not stop at caring for patients; 

caring for fellow members of the team, be it offering assistance 

with a challenging task or simply making someone feel heard, can 

be as important.  

In this final year of medical school, Katie has felt humbled 

to be inducted into the Gold Humanism and Alpha Omega Alpha 

Medical Honor Societies and to receive the prestigious Rakatansky 

Prize at graduation.  She is honored to be joining Yale’s Internal 

Medicine Residency in Primary Care this summer after getting 

married to her high school sweetheart this June.  In the years ahead, 

Katie hopes to contribute meaningfully to her field and to seek out 

ways to personify compassionate care in putting the patient, rather 

than the disease, first. 

 

 

The Amos Throop Prize     

Grayson Armstrong 

M.D. Class of 2015 

 

This prize is awarded to a graduating medical student who has 

demonstrated engagement in the issues and processes of public 

policy relating to health and health care, and in the role of medical 



   

societies as advocates for patients and for enlightened public 

policy.  

 

Dr. Amos Throop (1736-1814) was a founder and the first 

president of the Rhode Island Medical Society (1812-1814).  He 

served in the Revolutionary War as both a soldier and a doctor.  A 

Federalist, Dr. Throop was elected by the people of Providence to 

four terms in the Rhode Island General Assembly.  The founding 

of the Rhode Island Medical Society in 1812 and the founding of 

Brown University’s first medical school in 1811 were 

contemporaneous events inspired by similar purposes and 

involving some of the same individuals.  Medical societies 

promote education, medical ethics and professionalism; they 

advocate in the public arena for the needs, values and interests of 

patients and the medical profession.  The prize was established by 

the Rhode Island Medical Society in 2012 in celebration of its 

bicentennial.  

 

Grayson Armstrong was born in South Carolina and raised 

in the suburbs of Charlotte, North Carolina.  He focused his high 

school studies around the visual arts and math before graduating 

from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill with a music 

degree and a chemistry minor.  He then began medical school at 

Alpert Medical School, where he became interested in medical 

education, health care policy, and ocular trauma research.  After his 

first year of medical school, he helped co-found The Providence 

Alliance of Clinical Educators, a non-profit that creates and 

distributes high school teaching materials for science classes 

nationally, free of charge.  He also became actively involved in the 

American Medical Association’s Medical Student Section.  Driven 

by a desire to improve the US health care system, he was elected to 

serve as the organization’s National Chair.  In this position, he 

worked closely with the Rhode Island Medical Society as well as 

students and health policy leaders from across the country.  

Additionally, he took a one-year leave of absence from Brown to 

pursue a Masters degree in health care policy and management at 



   

the Harvard School of Public Health.  While there, he attended a 

field study assessing the Syrian refugee crisis in Jordan and the 

Middle East, where he worked with colleagues, NGO leadership, 

and the Prince of Jordan to implement policy change in the region.  

Grayson will train at the Cambridge Health Alliance for his 

Transitional Year before starting his Ophthalmology residency at 

Harvard Medical School.  In his spare time, he enjoys traveling, 

playing guitar, singing, and running. 

 

 

The Isaac Ray Award in Psychiatry    

Gregory Barnett 

M.D. Class of 2015 

 

This prize is awarded to the graduating medical student who has 

received honors or near honors in the psychiatry core clerkship and 

has shown distinguished activity in psychiatry outside of the core 

clerkship. 

 

Isaac Ray was one of the most prominent and scholarly American 

psychiatrists of the 19th century.  He started a practice of general 

medicine in rural Maine but early in his career developed a 

fascination with human behavior, which led him to read 

extensively and travel to Europe to study with the most prominent 

psychiatric physicians of the day.  He was the founding 

superintendent of Butler Hospital in Providence and held that 

position for more than 30 years. His ideas on “mental hygiene” and 

public mental health were far ahead of their time.  Throughout his 

life Dr. Ray combined leadership, scientific scholarship, and 

enlightened medical care with a strong sense of social 

responsibility.  Beyond his seminal contributions, Isaac Ray is an 

outstanding role model of a caring physician with an inquiring 

mind, passionately devoted to the field of psychiatry. 

 

 Gregory’s interest in mental illness began in his high school 

AP psychology class in North Carolina.  After deciding to 



   

experience life out of state, he chose to attend Yale University 

where he majored in psychology while simultaneously completing 

his pre-medical requirements.  While at Yale, Gregory was a 

research assistant at multiple psychology research labs where one 

of his accomplishments included gaining certification for facial 

recognition coding.  In his spare time, Gregory mentored children, 

would travel to inner-city elementary schools to perform science 

demonstrations, and was very active in intramural sports.  Gregory 

graduated after submitting his senior essay on emotion regulation 

in athletes.  Following the completion of his undergraduate studies, 

Gregory spent a year working in a research physiology lab with 

Drosophila melanogaster studying their circadian rhythms.  His 

work there subsequently gained authorship on a paper published in 

Current Biology.  

Gregory entered Alpert Medical School with psychiatry in 

mind.  He has served as the co-coordinator for the Henrietta 

Leonard Medical Student Fellowship in Child and Adolescent 

Psychiatry, was the secretary to the Student National Medical 

Association, worked as a teaching assistant for the PLME senior 

seminar in scientific medicine, and was selected by faculty to serve 

as the first year representative for the Liaison Committee on 

Medical Education responsible for the re-accreditation effort for 

AMS.  After his first year, Gregory was accepted into a highly 

competitive summer research internship at the Memorial Sloan-

Kettering Cancer Center in NYC.  His work there led to a 

publication in Psycho-Oncology and a poster presentation at the 

American Psychosocial Oncology Society’s annual conference.  

More recently, Gregory could be found in Guatemala working in a 

local clinic and attending intensive Spanish classes.  He hopes this 

experience will allow him to better communicate with his patients 

in the future.  In his spare time, Gregory enjoys learning how to 

cook, attending orchestra concerts, playing sports and meeting 

friends to play board games. 

After graduation, Gregory will begin his general psychiatry 

training at the Cambridge Health Alliance–Harvard School of 

Medicine.  



   

 

 

The Stanley Aronson Prize      

Justine Cormier 

John Williams 

M.D. Class of 2015 

 

This prize is awarded to two graduating medical students for 

excellence in the neurosciences. 

 

Dr. Aronson was appointed professor of medical science at Brown 

in 1970.  In 1972 he became the founding dean of medicine, a 

position he held until 1981.  As dean, Dr. Aronson created one of 

the nation’s first department of family medicine in 1978.  He also 

inaugurated the Early Identification Program, a special route of 

admission for college students from Rhode Island as well as from 

Tougaloo College, the historically black college in Mississippi 

with which Brown has had a 50-year partnership.  After he stepped 

down from the deanship, Dr. Aronson served as editor of Health 

and Medicine Rhode Island, as a member of the Liaison 

Committee on Medical Education, which oversees medical schools 

in the US, and as an advocate for hospice and end-of-life care.  He 

found Home and Hospice Care of Rhode Island and was a member 

of its Board of Directors.  He was a prolific writer and penned a 

weekly column for the Providence Journal.  Dr. Aronson died in 

January 2015 at the age of 92. 

 

From a young age, Justine showed commitment to 

mentorship and service, volunteering as a coach for the Special 

Olympics as a teenager and continuing in this role for over six 

years.  At Dartmouth College, she continued these pursuits, 

tutoring and mentoring high school students from underserved high 

schools and serving as both a mentor and English teacher to teens 

in Azua, Dominican Republic.  It was an injury during this trip that 

opened her eyes to healthcare disparities and inspired her to pursue 

medicine.  She also realized her passion for neuroscience while in 



   

college.  She studied learning and memory in rats, work she 

presented at the national Society for Neuroscience meeting and 

which culminated in a senior thesis.  After graduation, Justine 

worked in a human neurophysiology lab at Massachusetts General 

Hospital where she was involved in myriad projects including 

studying the neural correlates of facial emotion, the efficacy of an 

implantable neurostimulator for patients with refractory epilepsy, 

and the development of a brain-computer interface to assist 

communication in paralyzed patients in the neuro-intensive care 

setting.  

In medical school Justine continued her interest in 

neuroscience research, publishing a paper on an antiepileptic drug 

in the pediatric population and working in an optogenetics lab 

studying the effects of changes in blood flow on neuronal firing.  

She also continued to pursue her love for teaching, tutoring peers 

as a preclinical content tutor and teaching fellow for the Doctoring 

program.  Her most rewarding experience during this time, though, 

took place at Camp Sunshine where she worked with teens with 

Fanconi Anemia, a devastating genetic disorder usually resulting in 

leukemia and bone marrow failure.  This work helped her better 

understand the importance of patient-centered medicine, of 

recognizing patients’ goals and priorities as paramount in their 

care.  She hopes to continue her commitment to both research and 

service throughout her career in Neurology. 

Justine will complete her preliminary year in Internal 

Medicine at Brown, after which point she will complete her 

Neurology training at Yale. 

 

 

John grew up in rural Maryland as the son of two public school 

teachers.  He was always a top student, but dreamt of making it to 

the relative “big time” as a lacrosse player before somehow, 

magically becoming a scientist or physician.  A last minute 

realization that his mind worked considerably faster than his thick, 

country legs allowed him the insight to choose Swarthmore 

College in favor of his intellectual development.  At Swarthmore, 



   

he studied film and media theory, German language and literature, 

played lacrosse and rugby and held leadership positions in a 

number of extracurricular activities.  

 After graduating in 2006, John took a winding path to 

medicine, beginning with a year of writing about hip-hop and 

hiking in Missoula, MT.  He then received a Fulbright research 

grant to study how hip-hop was allowing Turkish and working-

class white Germans to find common cultural ground in Berlin, 

Germany.  John then transitioned to filmmaking where he would 

eventually earn an associate producer credit for his work on the 

academy-award nominated “Beasts of the Southern Wild”.  In 2010 

it was time to make the magical transition to medicine, and he 

enrolled in Bryn Mawr College’s post-baccalaureate in pre-medical 

studies program, where he excelled and gained early admission to 

the Alpert Medical School.  

 At AMS, John has been active as a tutor, teaching assistant, 

and has even reconnected with lacrosse as a coach of the Rhode 

Island adaptive lacrosse league for developmentally delayed teens.  

AMS is also where John rediscovered his love for science as a 

researcher in neuroscience and neurosurgery, earning a Joseph 

Collins Foundation Scholarship for his academic achievement and 

interest in the clinical neurosciences and the Dr. Stanley M. 

Aronson prize for excellence in the neurosciences.  He will be 

attending the University of Washington for his residency in 

neurological surgery.  

 

 

The Brown Chapter of Sigma Xi Prize   

Sarah Rapoport 

M.D. Class of 2015 

 

This prize is awarded to an Alpert Medical School student by the 

Brown Chapter of Sigma Xi, a scientific honor society, for 

outstanding research. 

 



   

Sarah was raised in a family that fostered her passion for 

science research.  In middle school Sarah used her mother’s 

kitchen counter as a lab bench and converted the family blender 

into a centrifuge.  In high school Sarah focused her interest in 

science research and worked in the Laboratory for Developmental 

Neurobiology at Rockefeller University, completing an 

independent project combining biology and mathematics entitled 

“How the Brain and Body Learn Right from Left: Revealing 

Embryonic Symmetry-Breaking Mechanisms through In Vitro and 

Mathematical Models.”  For this research, which described a key 

for understanding embryonic brain development, Sarah was 

awarded the American Academy of Neurology’s Neuroscience 

Creativity Prize and an INTEL Finalist Prize. 

Sarah entered Brown as a PLME where she earned a 

Bachelor of Science degree in Human Biology and Virology.  In 

her sophomore year Sarah traveled to Honduras to teach Honduran 

midwives measures to prevent spina bifida.  After graduation, 

Sarah traveled to Israel on a Dorot Fellowship where she worked 

with Physicians for Human Rights running a free clinic for African 

refugees.  During her Fellowship year Sarah also studied creative 

writing and poetry translation at Bar Ilan University, culminating in 

her publishing a book of poetry and short essays inspired by her 

clinic work, entitled “I am Surprise.”  Upon returning to medical 

school Sarah became the Volunteer Coordinator at the Rhode 

Island Free Clinic, a student-run free clinic serving uninsured and 

vulnerable populations throughout Rhode Island. 
During her first two years of medical school Sarah worked 

as a research assistant at the Aaron Diamond AIDS Research 

Center in New York City, as part of a team working to develop a 

vaccine against HIV.  In her third and fourth years Sarah built a 

database to evaluate the efficacy of ultrasound in thyroid cancer 

screening, and under the auspices of the Department of General 

Surgery at Rhode Island Hospital she published this research in the 

Journal of American College of Surgeons.  Sarah is currently 

working with a pediatric neurosurgeon at the Neurosurgery 

Foundation of Alpert Medical School evaluating the role of 



   

specific surgical techniques in improving posterior fossa 

decompressions for treatment of Chiari malformations. 

Sarah has been an exemplary student during medical 

school. She has demonstrated dedication to mentoring students 

interested in surgery, and she has the curiosity, intellect, heart and 

drive to be an innovator and leader.  Sarah begins her residency in 

Otolaryngology at Georgetown University Hospital in Washington, 

D.C. this June 

 

 

The Rhode Island Radiology Society Award  

Erica Alexander 

M.D. Class of 2015 

 

This prize is awarded to a graduating medical student who has 

completed an elective clerkship in radiology, has shown a 

significant interest in the field and a knowledge of radiology 

considered to be greater than those of her colleagues. 

 

 Erica came to Brown in 2011 as a PLME student and 

graduated with a ScB in human biology.  As a junior in college 

Erica began working with Dr. Damian Dupuy at RIH’s tumor 

ablation department, which inspired her to pursue a career in 

interventional radiology.  Erica was a first author presenter at both 

the Radiological Society of North America and Society of 

Interventional Radiology conferences her senior year of college.  

During her time in medical school Erica has remained an active 

researcher, having authored 1 book chapter and six first-author 

scientific publications in peer-reviewed journals.  She also served 

as the President of the Society of Interventional Radiology’s 

Medical Student Council, overseeing the membership of over 700 

medical student members across the country, planning the medical 

student programming for the national meeting, and increasing 

education and mentoring resources for medical students interested 

in IR nationally.  Additionally, Erica has served as the president of 

Brown’s IR interest group for the last 4 years, and has helped 



   

coordinate the Brown VIR Symposium, which attracts medical 

students across the east coast.  This past year Erica was nominated 

to be a member of the Sigma Xi Scientific Honor Society.  

In her free time, Erica maintains her dessert and baking blog, 

“Sweet Remedy Desserts,” with her former anatomy partner and 

close friend, May! 

Erica will begin her surgery preliminary year and radiology 

residency at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania. 

 

 

The New England Pediatric Society Prize   

Tendo Kironde 

M.D. Class of 2015 

 

This prize is awarded to the graduating medical student who, in the 

opinion of peers and faculty, best exemplifies those qualities one 

looks for in a pediatrician. 

 

 Tendo Kironde is originally from Fairfax, California.  

Tendo studied English literature at The Colorado College where he 

particularly enjoyed learning literary theory such as narratology and 

reading works from the Danish modern breakthrough.  It was 

during his time with physicians at the Amager Hospital in 

Copenhagen, Denmark, where he discovered his love for medicine 

and passion to be a skilled diagnostician.  This passion was 

concretized when he visited his father’s family in Kampala, 

Uganda, and witnessed the impact of diseases that have largely 

been forgotten about in developed nations today. 

In medical school, Tendo continued to explore medicine, 

literature, and the ways each discipline informs the other.  Tendo 

started the first literary review for the medical school where 

students, alumni, and individuals of the Rhode Island medical 

community submit prose and poetry.  While on his pediatrics 

rotation, Tendo wrote a reflection about the painful manifestation 

of a young girl’s obsessive-compulsive disorder that led her to 

severe restrictive eating and the piece was published in JAMA 



   

Pediatrics.  Recognized by the faculty and his peers for his 

compassion with patients, Tendo was invited to the Gold 

Humanism Honor Society.  When Tendo has time to be outside of 

the hospital, he can be found rock climbing and hiking in Rhode 

Island and New Hampshire. 

Tendo is thrilled by the intellectual challenge and 

dynamism inherent in treating children and young adults and he 

will start his pediatric training at Seattle Children’s Hospital. 

 

 

The Society for Academic Emergency Medicine Prize 

Avery Clark 

M.D. Class of 2015 

 

This prize is awarded to the graduating medical student who has 

demonstrated excellence in the specialty of emergency medicine. 

 

Avery attended Middlebury College and graduated magna 

cum laude in 2009 with a B.A. in Psychology.  Afterward, she took 

time to pursue her interest in marine biology, and worked as a 

research assistant at the Dolphin Research Center in Florida, 

focusing on understanding what cognitive abilities and behaviors 

dolphins and humans may share.  She also participated in their 

interactive “Pathways” program for children with special needs. 

Prior to medical school, she returned to New York and assisted in 

research projects through the Cardiovascular Institute at Mount 

Sinai.  Projects included predictors of adverse outcomes post-MI 

and post-PCI, and understanding barriers to patient adherence to 

cardiac medications.   

 Avery entered Alpert Medical School in 2011, and quickly 

established herself as an academic leader honoring all pre-clinical 

coursework as well as the majority of her clinical clerkships.  She 

was also chosen as the CPC Speaker during her internal medicine 

rotation.  Avery focused much of her time helping to teach fellow 

classmates as a tutor, class note-taker and advisor for younger 

classmates pursuing EM.  She continued her work with the 



   

Cardiovascular Institute, resulting in a publication in the European 

Heart Journal.  Avery has also remained closely involved in her 

alma maters, Middlebury College and The Taft School, being 

selected for leadership positions on alumni fundraising committees 

and as reunion co-chair.  Her combination of academic success, 

motivation and ability to communicate and connect with both 

patients and co-workers is what will allow her to continue to excel 

as she enters residency.  

 This June Avery will begin her Emergency Medicine 

Residency at Boston University Medical Center.   

 

 

Rhode Island Chapter American College of  

Emergency Physicians Prize     

Daniel Resnick-Ault 

M.D. Class of 2015 

 

This prize is awarded to the graduating medical student who has 

demonstrated service to the emergency medicine community in 

Rhode Island.  The student will have shown a significant interest in 

emergency and pre-hospital care during undergraduate and/or 

medical school training. 

 

Originally from Brookline, Massachusetts, Dan Resnick-

Ault attended Brown University as an undergraduate, earning a 

bachelor’s degree with honors in Hispanic Studies and Human 

Biology.  During his undergraduate years, Dan was an active 

member of Brown University’s Emergency Medical Service, 

providing advanced life support on a volunteer basis to the Brown 

campus and earning the “EMT of the Year” award for 2008-2009.  

He also worked for the Warren Fire Department, providing 

emergency care to the East Bay town.  Dan has also lived and 

studied in Beijing and in Madrid, where he was a student intern at 

the Hospital de La Moraleja. 

After graduating from Brown in 2009, Dan was hired by the 

Lynnwood, Washington Police Department, and moved to Seattle 



   

to work in law enforcement.  After attending the police academy, 

he worked in patrol for two years at the Lynnwood Police 

Department.  As the only Spanish-speaking police officer, Dan was 

able to assist with several high-profile cases.  Through responding 

to police calls, he learned to balance the inevitable adrenaline rush 

with the need for clarity of thought, decisive action, and persistent 

and effective communication with teammates and strangers.   

Upon his return to Brown and Alpert Medical School, 

continuing to seek the privilege of intervening in a meaningful way 

on the worst day of people’s lives inevitably led Dan to his future 

in emergency medicine.  A dedicated teacher, Dan continued to 

train and educate EMTs in Rhode Island throughout medical 

school, focusing on simulation training and resuscitation.  After 

rotating through the Los Angeles County + University of Southern 

California Medical Center emergency department during his senior 

year, he recognized his specific desire to work in a busy urban 

emergency department caring for an underserved population.  He is 

excited to begin residency training at Boston Medical Center this 

summer. 

 

 

Rhode Island Chapter American College of  

Surgeons Prize     

Carolyn Luppens 

M.D. Class of 2015 

 

This award is given to the graduating medical student who has 

demonstrated services to the surgical community in Rhode Island.  

The student will have shown a significant interest in surgery during 

undergraduate and/or medical school training. 

 

Carolyn was born in a blizzard on the shortest day of the 

year.  Her parents nurtured her insatiable thirst for adventure from 

day one, carrying her in a backpack while they skied until she was 

old enough, at three, to strap on skis of her own.  Her dad glued 

rock-climbing tread on the bottom of her ballet slippers when she 



   

was five because no one made climbing shoes small enough for 

her.  

Her parents taught her how to hunt and fish, ride horses and 

climb mountains.  They let her go away to boarding school when 

she grew bored at home.  She chose to attend the prestigious Taft 

School, simply because it looked the most like she imagined 

Hogwarts would look.  But she didn’t find exactly what she was 

looking for there either.  

She took a gap-year before attending college, seeking to 

experience distant horizons and sate her wanderlust.  She traveled 

through Europe, attending cooking and wine school in Florence, 

Italy.  She ski bummed in Vail, Colorado.  She went on a three-

month expedition in New Zealand, backpacking, sea kayaking, and 

sailing.  She got her Wilderness EMT certification in Lander, 

Wyoming.  

She eventually attended St. John’s College in Santa Fe, 

New Mexico where she studied the Liberal Arts in the Ancient 

Greek tradition, including math, science, astronomy, philosophy, 

poetry, literature, music theory, Ancient Greek and French, all 

taught according to the Socratic Method.  At St. John’s, Carolyn 

finally found the education she was looking for.  She gained the 

intellectual perspective to confidently begin to decide what she 

wanted to do with her life.  She decided to become a doctor.  She 

graduated with a BA in Liberal Arts as the Valedictorian of the 

Class of 2010.  

She attended Johns Hopkins in order to complete her 

premedical requirements before joining The Alpert Medical School 

Class of 2015.  Carolyn has excelled throughout medical school, as 

demonstrated by her impressive performance, scoring in the 99th 

percentile on the English proficiency portion of Step2 CS.  

 Her ambition to become a Trauma Surgeon stems from a 

highly philosophical desire to be the MVP of her hypothetical 

Zombie Apocalypse Team, enhanced by her conviction that all the 

best jobs involve knot tying (sailing, mountaineering, fly fishing), 

knives (chef, mercenary), or tyranny (writing and directing movies, 



   

mother of dragons), but surgery is the only one that requires all 

three.  

 I owe everything to the amazing mentors, tremendous 

surgeons, teachers, and human beings, who have shepherded me 

through my time at Brown and poised me, well prepared on the 

precipice of achieving my greatest dreams.  Thank you all so very 

much.  

Carolyn will begin her surgical residency training at The 

University of Utah Affiliated Hospitals. 

 

 

The Rhode Island Chapter, American College  

of Physicians–American Society of Internal  

Medicine Scholarship Award    

Elizabeth Marshall 

M.D. Class of 2015 

 

This award is given by the Department of Medicine to a graduating 

medical student planning a career in internal medicine based upon 

superior performance in the clerkship in medicine and commitment 

to seek postgraduate training in internal medicine. 

 

 Originally from Minnesota, Izzy followed in her father’s 

footsteps, migrated east for college and graduated from Middlebury 

with a bachelor’s degree in anthropology.  At Middlebury, Izzy 

studied Native American culture and medical anthropology.  Izzy 

worked for two years in Vietnam and Cambodia, helping 

implement farmstead nutrition and maternal and child health 

programs.  The work ignited her interest in clinical medical, and 

she subsequently returned to the United States to complete a 

postbaccalaureate premedical program in Baltimore, MD. 

Izzy joined the MD Class of 2015 to pursue her interests in 

Global Health and Primary Care.  She was awarded a National 

Health Service Corps scholarship and joined the Caring for the 

Underserved Communities Scholarly Concentration.  Izzy was an 

active member of student-run clinics serving patients with poor 



   

access to health care, later working in a teaching role for younger 

students.  During her time at Brown, Izzy also had the privilege of 

tutoring and mentoring many junior medical students.  She also 

always found time to go for a run or bike ride. 

While at Brown, Izzy travelled to Kenya multiple times to 

work in clinics in Nairobi and at the Moi Teaching and Referral 

Hospital in Eldoret.  She rotated at an Indian Health Service 

hospital on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation in northwest Montana 

and studied primary care delivery in Tokyo, Japan.  Izzy is very 

grateful for the strong education, mentorship and opportunities she 

has received at Brown.  She was honored to be inducted into the 

Gold Humanism Honor Society this fall. 

Izzy will begin her Internal Medicine Residency in the 

Primary Care track at the University of California in San Francisco 

in June 2015 

 

 

Excellence in Public Health Award 

Jamille Taylor 

M.D. Class of 2015 

 

This award is given by the United Stated Public Health Service and 

the Physicians Professional Advisory Committee to medical 

students who are involved in public health issues in their 

community as well as to increase awareness of the Public Health 

Service and its mission to protect, promote, and advance the health 

and safety of our Nation.   

 

Jamille Patrice Taylor entered the Warren Alpert Medical 

School of Brown University through the Early Identification 

Program.  She graduated magna cum laude from Tougaloo College 

(Tougaloo, MS) with a Bachelor of Science in Biology.  While at 

Tougaloo, Jamille became interested in population-based research 

and served as a research assistant with the Jackson Heart Study for 

four years.  She returned to Tougaloo during the summer after her 

first year of medical school in order to serve as Co-Principal 



   

Investigator-In-Training with the support of a Minority Supplement 

Grant from the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute.  Jamille 

has also completed a master’s in public health with a concentration 

in social and behavioral sciences from the Yale School of Public 

Health.  Prior to her fourth year of medical school she completed 

The CDC Experience: Applied Epidemiology Fellowship for 

medical students.  During this program, Jamille participated in a 

Pertussis outbreak investigation in Washington State, an 

Assessment of Chemical Exposure (ACE) Investigation following 

a vinyl chloride spill in New Jersey, and other public health field 

experiences.  She has given poster and oral presentations at several 

conferences across the United States.  This spring, Jamille spent 

seven weeks in Axim, Ghana with the General Electric-National 

Medical Fellowship in Global Health program.  During this 

service-learning program, she assessed the use of the newborn 

physical exam among midwives to identify neonates at risk for 

morbidity and mortality.   

Jamille’s career goals are to maintain her ties to both 

clinical medicine and public health at the State or federal level.  

This summer, she will begin a Family Medicine Residency at 

MedStar Franklin Square Health Center in Baltimore, MD. 

 

 

The Leonard Tow Humanism in Medicine Award  

presented by the Arnold P. Gold Foundation  

Bethany Gentilesco, M.D. 

       and 

Claire Williams 

M.D. Class of 2015 

 

This award recognizes and honors one outstanding role-model 

faculty member and one humanistic medical student who have 

embraced the importance of compassion and sensitivity in the 

delivery of care to patients and their families.  The recipients will 

be awarded membership in the Gold Humanism Honor Society. 

 



   

 Bethany J. Gentilesco, MD is Associate Professor of 

Medicine (Clinical), Warren Alpert Medical School, Brown 

University; Attending Physician, Rhode Island Hospital and The 

Miriam Hospital.  She grew up in New York and received her BA 

at Amherst College.  Dr. Gentilesco received her medical degree at 

Weill Cornell Medical College and did her residency training and 

degree in Internal Medicine at Stanford University in CA.  Since 

joining the faculty in 2007, Beth has received numerous teaching 

awards and is currently one of the Program Directors for the 

Internal Medicine Residency Program and Site Director for the 

Internal Medicine Clerkship Program for the Warren Alpert School 

of Medicine at Brown University.  

 

 

The David S. Greer Prize     

Angela Esquibel 

M.D. Class of 2015 

 

This prize is awarded to the graduating medical student who best 

exemplifies the view of medicine as a socially responsible human 

service profession and who exhibits those personal qualities of 

kindness, compassion, collegiality, and cooperativeness that so 

characterize David Greer. 

 

Dr. Greer joined the Brown faculty in 1974 as associate dean of 

medicine and professor of community health.  He was appointed 

dean of medicine in 1981 and held the position until 1992.  Dr. 

Greer was the founding father of the Program in Liberal Medical 

Education and it was through his vision and leadership that the 

PLME came to fruition.  Throughout his academic career, Dr. 

Greer has been a vigorous advocate of primary care education and 

research, both in internal medicine and as the inaugural chair of the 

family medicine program at Brown.  He was a founding director of 

International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, which 

won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1985.  Dr. Greer died at the age of 89 

in November 2014. 



   

 

Angela grew up with a wonderful Chinese-American family 

in New York.  In many ways, she considers Providence “home” 

having moved here for college at Brown in 2005.  The 

undergraduate PLME program and advisors helped her develop 

passions for visual arts and community health, as well as further 

exploration in French, Chinese, and global health. 

Angela has enjoyed her rather prolonged trek of 6 years at 

AMS.  In addition to outstanding academic mentors, her faith in 

God and local church community have grounded and inspired her 

through medical school—challenging her to care for patients as 

individuals not understood by medical diseases alone.  Here are 

some good memories looking back: coordinating and then running 

in Breeze against Wheeze; visiting patients in their homes to talk 

about their experience with pain; Friday night homeless outreach 

through church; helping coach the swim team at Shea High School; 

being part of the Teaching Academy and getting to walk alongside 

other medical students.  One of her most meaningful experiences 

was continuing the work done by prior medical students.  This 

initiative focused on the adolescent population in Central Falls, 

specifically by mentoring and teaching health and parenting skills 

to teenage mothers and co-leading a health and sex education class 

for a co-ed class at the high school. 

While the diversity in this city never ceases to amaze her, 

she is also very thankful for several medical experiences abroad 

that have brought her from trips to Haiti and to China.  These 

experiences have compelled her to be a physician who cares about 

justice, gives thought and action in the face of disparities locally 

and globally, and believes that there can be transformative healing 

on an individual and community level.  The next step of this 

adventure brings Angela out west to La Crosse, WI with her 

husband Brendon, also a medical student here (going into General 

Surgery), to begin residency in Family Medicine.  She is excited to 

become part of and care for the community there.  

 

 



   

Deans Prize     

Isha Parulkar 

Matthew Schwede 

M.D. Class of 2015 

 

This prize is awarded to the outstanding male and female student in 

the graduating class who best exemplifies those attributes desirable 

in a physician, namely, high academic accomplishments, 

commitment, and honesty. 

 

A graduate of Columbia University, Isha acquired a unique 

appreciation for the role of humanities in science while studying 

Art History alongside Biological Sciences.  At the same time, she 

developed a passion for teaching, and her most prized memories 

aside from taking in the Met include teaching health education to 

high school students in underserved areas of New York City.  

Upon graduating, she spent a year at Boston Children’s Hospital 

participating in a multicenter study investigating the genetic basis 

of epilepsy and brain malformations, which resulted in several 

publications and a presentation at a national conference. 

Since the start of medical school, Isha has distinguished 

herself both in academic achievements as well as dedication to her 

fellow students and the community.  She has honored every pre-

clinical course and core clerkship as well as eight electives in her 

fourth year.  She was inducted into both the Gold Humanism 

Honor Society and the Alpha Omega Alpha Society this past year.  

As a member of the Scholarly Concentration in Medical Education, 

Isha has helped run the content tutoring and teaching assistant 

program, served as a tutor, and participated in curriculum 

development for the first year courses.  Her role as a mentor has 

extended to the Brown Student Community Clinic where she has 

been volunteering for the past 2 years.  Additionally, she has stayed 

active in Bhangra, a type of Indian folk dance, and continues to 

perform with the Brown Med Bhangra team.  



   

Isha will be starting her preliminary year in medicine at St. 

Vincent’s Hospital in Worcester, followed by her dermatology 

residency at Brown.  

 

 

 Matthew Schwede hails from the small town of Ferndale, 

WA, but he has been in New England for over a decade.  After two 

years at Phillips Exeter Academy, from which he graduated cum 

laude, Matthew then went to Harvard College, receiving a BA 

magna cum laude with Highest Honors in Statistics in 2010.  He 

spent the year between college and medical school in a functional 

genomics lab at the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, where he used 

large datasets and statistics to study breast and ovarian cancer. 

 Matthew has continued to do genomics research at Brown, 

spending all four years studying neurodevelopmental disorders, 

such as autism, in the lab of Eric Morrow, MD PhD.  Between 

these different labs and other projects, Matthew has published nine 

papers, most notably as lead author of a publication about 

Christianson Syndrome in Molecular Psychiatry (Nature 

Publishing Group).  He has also been invited to speak about his 

research at local conferences and other events.  He was recently 

selected for the Sigma Xi Scientific Research Society. 

 Growing up in a family of musicians and educators, 

Matthew is also a cellist and a singer and enjoys teaching, and he’s 

continued to pursue these interests at Brown.  During his first two 

years of medical school, he co-founded the Musicians’ Guild, 

Healing through Harmony, and Choral Rehydration Therapy (now 

called Medical Records).  He’s also an active chamber musician 

outside of these activities, playing each year in Alpert Medical 

School’s Annual Concert.  In addition, Matthew has served in a 

variety of teaching roles.  He was a TA for Doctoring and other 

first year courses and a tutor for nearly every first and second year 

medical student course. 

 After his first two years of medical school, Matthew 

received the Evrard Award for excellence in Pathophysiology.  He 

was recently inducted into both Alpha Omega Alpha and the Gold 



   

Humanism Honor Society.  Matthew is excited to start internal 

medicine residency at UCSF in June. 


